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FOREWORD 

A movement has been developing amongst Christians proclaiming 
that we should keep the feast days that were observed in Biblical 
times and by Jews still today. Christianity believes that since its 
existence from the time of Pentecost at least, that it was no longer 
necessary to keep these feasts, otherwise known as God’s or 
Moses’ festivals and are also referred to as Holy days; because it 
is understood that these were done away with at the crucifixion of 
Christ.  

Many Christians cast pejorative remarks at so called Christian 
feast-keepers. In response to these disapproving comments, they 
state that their feast-keeping is a private matter and does not 
impact on the Church as such. However, it seems that their 
behaviour does somehow cause division in the church. In some 
cases those who proclaim that it is not necessary to keep the 
feast days, say that feast-keepers are pushing their agenda and 
that is promoting a spirit of disunity.  

In order to put it into context, feast-keepers say that when non-
feast-keepers criticize them, they are not prepared to reason with 
them in order for them to be able to put forward their side of the 
story. According to them it appears that they might have more 
Biblical support in favour of feast-keeping than those who do not 
believe in keeping them. Should this be true then it would be in 
keeping with human nature. It is a fact that we anchor our belief 
systems in the traditions that we are brought up in, experiencing 
cognitive dissonance. No matter what is said to us contrary to that 
which we believe, we shut our ears to any other viewpoint. 
Anything that challenges our beliefs becomes an offense to our 
dogma and can generate aggression towards others. It’s merely 
the result of our sinful nature.    

The purpose of this book was initially not to take sides but to 
weigh up the facts that support the non-feast-keepers position 
against that of feast-keepers. In my research feast-keepers by 
and large appear to know the material that supports their 
viewpoint better than those who promote non-feast-keeping. I 
have attended a few presentations/debates as an observer; where 
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I noticed that non-feast-keepers tend to rely more on their 
traditional beliefs than using Biblical support for their argument, 
which makes the task more difficult to remain neutral. The 
intention is to compare the two viewpoints in a manner that 
supports the phrase: …..let us reason together. (Isa. 1:18)   

There are many groups from various Christian backgrounds and 
denominations that are and beginning to keep the feasts. Some 
have broken away from their churches, mainly because of ridicule 
and even persecution, whereas others, although suffering derision 
have decided to remain in the churches in which they have 
served. The latter choice seems to be a brave one considering the 
resultant consequences of their choice.   

A concern is that historically speaking by far in the majority of 
cases, those who are persecuted are in the right Biblically and the 
persecutors are in the wrong. We can observe this phenomenon 
in the history of the Reformation from the time of Martin Luther 
through to the present. Whenever new light has been added to the 
church, those who added the light, which effectively is old light 
switched on, have been ostracized and even persecuted. 

Luther was persecuted by the Roman Catholics and when Calvin 
and others added aspects of new light to the Reformation, the 
Catholics and the Lutherans persecuted them. When the 
Anglicans added their worship style they were persecuted by the 
Catholics, Lutherans, and Calvinists. When John Wesley brought 
a purity of righteousness, a more Christlike ministry, and to 
engage the lower echelon of society which was previously 
marginalised, he was persecuted by the Catholics, Lutherans, 
Calvinists and Anglicans. When the Baptists brought back adult 
baptism, they were persecuted by the Catholics, Lutherans, 
Calvinists, Anglicans and Methodists. When the Seventh Day 
Baptists introduced the return to the Biblical Sabbath, they were 
persecuted by all the previous ones. When the Seventh-Day 
Adventists introduced the importance of the Biblical Sanctuary 
Service in which the plan of salvation in Christ is vested and the 
importance of the Three Angels’ message of Rev.14:6-14, they 
were persecuted, by now you know by whom. The question is 
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raised, has the reformation which has taken centuries to be 
restored, ended, or is there still new light to be added to the 
church before Christ returns? By unfolding the Scriptures to 
examine this possibility; it must be done with much soul 
searching. It is with this in mind that this possibility will be covered 
going forward.  

Amongst those where there is perhaps the largest contingent of 
feast-keepers who have not left the body of the church to which 
they belong, are in the Seventh - Day Adventist movement. In 
view of this, my presentation and references will predominantly be 
from the Bible, the writings of Ellen G White and other extra 
Biblical writers; from which the information used support these two 
opposing viewpoints.  

Through my studies of having read no less than 8 books by 
leading scholars, viewed days of video material and read 
hundreds of pages of manuscripts, commentaries and other 
material where I was looking for reasons not to have to keep the 
feast days, since that was my upbringing, but have to confess that 
after the material considered, there appears more in favour of 
feast-keeping than that which supports the non-feast-keeping 
viewpoint. Nevertheless in my presentation of the; for and against 
material, I leave the decision for the readers to decide for 
themselves what they wish to believe.      

A further purpose of this book is not to discuss the feast days in 
detail and their observance, but merely to acknowledge their 
existence in the past and to establish whether they are still valid 
for Christians today. 

This book also does not bring peace but a sword of division. 
(Mat.10:34). I would as Jonah have preferred not to warn people 
of possible judgment, but I was moved by the thought in Ezek. 
3:18  

 

All Scripture references are drawn from KJV unless otherwise 
stated. Any underscoring of words, phrases or sentences are that 
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of the author, except in the case of quotations in italics or of other 
writers.  

The absence of a footer bibliography is with intention. The author 
considers himself rather as a Bible student from a layman’s point 
of view, without any tertiary education as opposed to a degreed 
scholar, and has realised that most readers never bother to look 
up the references that are customarily posted. And besides the 
fact that other authors who are quoted, does not mean their views 
are infallible. However, references are prefixed or suffixed to the 
quotations. He instead, invites those who have misgivings as to 
the veracity of the extra-Biblical information, to read books on the 
subject and search the internet. There is considerably more 
information on the feasts than is contained in the pages of this 
publication.  
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The following is a glossary of referenced abbreviations of books 
and manuscripts by EG White recorded in the book.  

 AA - Acts of the Apostles 

 CG - Christian Guidance 

Ev - Evangelism 

FE - Fundamentals of Christian Education 

GC - Great Controversy 

PK - Prophets and Kings 

RH - Review and Herald 

SM - Selected Messages  

 ST - Signs of the Times 

 6T - Testimonies Volume 6 
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   Biblical Evidence to Consider 

 

The challenge being put forward by certain Biblical scholars from 

various denominations questioning why Christians do not observe 
the Biblical feast days, has become a matter of concern for those 
who believe they ended at the Cross, and therefore should be 
addressed in order to settle the differences. Without any further 
ado let us weigh up the Biblical as well as the extra Biblical facts 
to assess whether there is merit in questioning the traditional 
stance held by Christianity for 2 000 years.  

Firstly, in this chapter we will deal with a few parts of the New 
Testament and refer later to that which both non-feast-keepers 
and feast-keepers predominantly use to support their dichotomous 
viewpoints. We will initially consider the non-feast-keepers points 
of view, since that is the current status quo, by first looking at 
Galatians 4:8-10, which is an important scripture that non-feast-
keepers use and reads as follows:  
 
 8. Howbeit then, when ye knew not God, ye did service 

unto them which by nature are no gods. 9. But now, 
after that ye have known God, or rather are known of 
God, how turn you to the weak and beggarly elements, 
whereunto ye desire again to be in bondage? 10. Ye 
observe days, and months, and times, and years.  

 

 
What the non-feast-keepers say is that the Galatians were serving 
God and then they abandoned the faith that Paul had taught them 
by reverting back to the Jewish feasts of the Old Testament by 
observing days, months, times and years.   
 
We have to establish what the Galatians were; were they Jews or 
Gentiles? Here Paul the apostle to the Gentiles arrives in Galatia, 
a geographical area comprising several churches, to preach the 
gospel where he found far in the majority to be Gentiles, who were 

One 
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worshipping idols and were keeping days, months, times and 
years.  
  
We see that they were serving gods that according to Paul were 
no gods. In other words Paul was saying that any other god other 
than the God he has introduced them to, are no gods. Christians 
generally acknowledge that gods other than the one God in the 
Father and the Son Jesus Christ, who are one; there are no other 
gods. They do not exist as far as Christians are concerned and 
are figments of man’s imagination fueled by the devil himself.  
   
But now that they know the true God or are known of Him, they 
turn back to their old beggarly ways by going back to observing 
days, months, times and years, which according to non-feast-
keepers are the Jewish festivals. The question that feast-keepers 
ask is whether the Galatians who were Gentiles would go back to 
Jewish feast days which they did not keep in the first place – a 
plausible question.  
 
During this part of history there were essentially two religions; that 
of Rome the dominating political power, where the Caesars were 
worshipped as gods and the Hebrew faith in which Yahuwah was 
worshipped. After the fall of the Roman Empire the custom of 
worshipping Caesar was transferred to that of worshipping the 
popes. One could choose one of the two religions. Atheists and 
agnostics were ostracized an often persecuted and possibly even 
put to death. However, to avoid suffering, some would choose the 
Roman religion and others the Hebrew faith: in other words 
conversion by circumstances rather than by conviction. 
 
Those Gentiles who decided to follow Judaism had to be 
circumcised in order to become Jewish proselytes. When there 
was an influx of Gentiles who became Christians this created a 
problem for both Jews and the Romans, because effectively this 
new phenomenon added a third religious dimension to the existing 
two.  
 
Although Peter was the first to acknowledge after his dream about 
the sheet with unclean animals that Gentiles were also included to 
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be evangelized when Cornelius was converted, (Acts 10:9-28), 
Paul spent three years in Damascus after his conversion 
unlearning some errors in his belief and received new light directly 
from the Master, which included learning that the Gentiles were no 
longer required to be circumcised if they accepted Jesus.  
 
This is another thought-provoking point that raises further 
questions by feast-keepers. If Paul was so fervently proclaiming 
that the Gentiles no longer needed circumcision, why would he 
have promoted uncircumcision if what the non-feast-keepers say 
that the Galatians had fallen back to keeping Jewish feasts was 
true? In order for the Galatians to have fallen back to keeping 
Jewish feasts they would have had to be circumcised, as this was 
a requirement to be a Jewish proselyte. In other words, Paul was 
promoting uncircumcision when the Galatians would by 
circumstances have already been circumcised if what the non-
feast-keepers were saying is correct. This would have been a 
case of shutting the stable door after the horse has bolted. 
 
In essence, it appears that a large number of the Gentiles who 
were now being converted to Christianity were pagan and not 
proselytes to the Jewish faith. It seems as if these were the ones 
that Paul was trying to protect from being circumcised. Why would 
Paul preach uncircumcision to people who were already 
circumcised? It does not make sense. They had to have been 
uncircumcised Gentiles who, as explained above had not become 
Hebrews first.  
 
Another part of Scripture that non-feast-keepers use to support 
their point of understanding is found in Galatians 1:2, 6-9.  
  

2. And all the brethren which are with me, unto the 
churches of Galatia 6. I marvel that ye are so soon 
removed from him that called you into the grace of 
Christ unto another gospel: 7. Which is not another; but 
there are some that trouble you, and would pervert the 
gospel of Christ. 8 But though we or an angel from 
heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than that 
which we have preached unto you, let him be accursed. 
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9. As said before, so say I now again, if any man 
preach any other gospel unto you than that you have 
received, let him be accursed. 

What non-feast-keepers say is that the Galatians were returning 
to the Jewish feasts, which was contrary to what Paul was 
preaching and therefore anyone who preached against Paul’s 
teachings should be accursed. 
 
They further say that the Jewish ceremonial laws which included 
the feasts were done away with at the Cross and therefore they 
were going back to observing Jewish feasts and that was another 
gospel to that which Paul was preaching. 
 
Feast-keepers claim that this is not what Paul was saying, as the 
Galatians could not have gone back to the Jewish feasts if they 
did not observe them in the first place.  
   
Furthermore they argue that there are only two sets of laws: the 
moral and the ceremonial. The latter is not mentioned in the Bible; 
it is an invention of Catholicism; however it is known to mean the 
practice of sacrificing animals which was done away with at the 
Cross. This, the non-feast-keepers concur with, but say that it 
included the cessation of the feasts that accompanied the 
sacrificial system. By suggesting this they are essentially saying 
there are three sets of laws, being the moral, ceremonial (the 
sacrificing of animals) and feast keeping. The latter two are as 
they claim, combined together. In the Jewish economy there are 
the moral law, and the statutes and judgments, the Torah, as one, 
and the ceremonial law as the other - effectively two laws.  
 
If what the feast-keepers are articulating that the feasts are still 
required to be observed by Christians today, and that they claim 
that is what Paul was saying and anyone that preached against 
feast-keeping were/are in fact deserving of being accursed. 
  
This becomes a dilemma because both viewpoints can be 
accommodated in the two divergent interpretations. So which is it, 
and how can one discover the truth of the matter? 
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Traditionally Christians have been taught that the feasts ended as 
part of the ceremonial law, which they claim was nailed to the 
Cross, bringing them to finality. 
 
To prevent speculation one has to consider the following: in order 
for Paul to either teach the cessation of the feasts, there should 
be Scriptural evidence that he expressly taught that they were 
done away with at the Cross and no longer practised feast- 
keeping. On the other hand, in order for feast-keepers to support 
their claim, they should provide Scriptural evidence that Paul still 
observed the feasts and possibly show where he taught that feast 
keeping was still required. However, in the latter case this is not 
entirely necessary; firstly, if you are celebrating the feasts it would 
imply by your behaviour that they still apply, secondly since 
nowhere in the New Testament is there direct instructions to keep 
for instance the Sabbath, whereas the Sabbath is understood to 
still be the Biblical day of rest. By being silent on a point does not 
imply it is no longer binding. It seems obvious; if something is 
abrogated then a direct statement to that effect would have been 
made, such as the cessation of circumcision for Gentiles, which is 
a minor point in comparison with the feast-keeping debate.  
 
Feast-keepers draw attention to the fact that so much effort and 
time and Scriptural recording were invested in Paul’s argument 
against circumcision, which was a topic of dispute for months at 
least. If feast-keeping was relegated to a practice that saw its 
termination at the Cross, and that being a large part of the 
Hebrews’ daily activity, would that not have caused more than a 
storm in a teacup? This we have to concede as a very reasonable 
question.    
 
When Jesus was on earth he kept the feasts without sacrificing. If 
non-feast-keepers claim that he did so because it was tradition of 
the Jewish system for all Jews to honour feast-keeping, then He 
should have sacrificed animals as well. But as we know, because 
He never sinned, it would have been an indictment against his 
Divine sinlessness to sacrifice an animal. Had He sacrificed, 
would have meant He had sins to confess; which is an abhorrent 
thought. Was Jesus perhaps setting us an example to practise 

Biblical Evidence to Consider 
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feast-keeping without sacrificing, since He was the ultimate 
sacrifice?  Yahushua also kept the day of dedication (John 10:22), 
which was not part of the feasts of Leviticus 23.  
 
The Feast of Dedication, today Hanukkah, once also called "Feast 
of the Maccabees," was a Jewish festival observed for eight days 
from the 25th of Kislev (usually in December, but occasionally late 
November, due to the Lunar-solar calendar). It was instituted in 
the year 165 B.C. by Judas Maccabeus, his brothers, and the 
elders of the congregation of Israel in commemoration of the re-
consecration of the Jewish Temple in Jerusalem, and especially 
after the alter of burnt offerings, after they had been desecrated 
during the persecution under Antiochus Epiphanes (168 BC). 
 
I want to pause here for a moment. In South Africa 16 December 
is a public holiday which originated as a result of the Afrikaners 
who gained victory over the Zulus at the battle of Blood River in 
1838. Because the Zulu army was a daunting challenge, the 
Afrikaners made a covenant with God that should He give them 
victory, they would honour the day as a religious holiday. The day 
is still celebrated as a public holiday, however since the cessation 
of the apartheid government in 1994 it is now known as the Day of 
Reconciliation, which, that being between the Afrikaners and the 
black people and more specifically the Zulus. 
 
I somehow doubt whether any Afrikaners still celebrate the day to 
commemorate their victory over the Zulu nation to fulfill the 
promise made by their ancestors. Although the larger parts of the 
country’s population are not Afrikaners, they still enjoyed the 
privileges and many whites respected this day as the day of the 
Vow in sympathy for over 150 years. Besides a religious service, 
the day was dominated by outdoor family activities like traditional 
dancing and sporting activities such as jukskei. This is where they 
throw the wooden staves from an ox yoke to try and dislodge a 
peg in the ground. 
 
This is like Thanksgiving the Americans celebrate as a result of 
the early settlers’ appreciation to God for landing safely on 
American soil in or around 1607.  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Feast_of_Dedication
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kislev
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lunisolar_calendar
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Judas_Maccabeus
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I see Yahushua also celebrating Hanukkah in similar vein, where 
He in sympathy with the tradition supported the custom.   
 
Acts 18:20, 21 reads as follows:  
 
 20. When they desired him (Paul) to tarry longer time 

with them, he consented not; 21. But bade them 
farewell saying, I must by all means keep the feast that 
cometh in Jerusalem: but I will return again unto you, if 
God will. And he sailed from Ephesus.   

 

 
Here we have Paul leaving Ephesus and going to keep a feast in 
Jerusalem, which was about 18 years after the Cross. Why was 
he still keeping the feasts? Non-feast-keepers claim that he 
wanted to remain in favour with the Jews. They back this up with 1 
Cor. 9:19, 20 that says: 
 
 19 For though I be free from all men, yet have I made 

myself servant unto all, that I might gain the more. 20. 
And unto the Jews I became as a Jew, that I might gain 
the Jews …………. 
 

 

The following verses seem to support Paul’s custom of feast 
keeping beyond the Cross.  Acts 20:6,16 
 
 6   And we sailed away from Philippi after the days of 

unleavened bread, and came unto them to Troas in 
five days; where we abode seven days.  

16 For Paul had determined to sail by Ephesus, 
because he would not spend the time in Asia: for he 
hasted, if it were possible for him, to be at 
Jerusalem the day of Pentecost.  

 

 
The non-feast-keepers claim that Paul wanted to keep the feast 
and still be seen as a Jew, although he was preaching Christ, has 
merit, but there are some questions. If we become Christians and 
some 18 years later we still frequent the club in order not to lose 
our identity with our club buddies; this for me becomes a problem. 
Now I need to relate my own situation where I used to enter clubs 

Biblical Evidence to Consider 



Times, Laws, Calendar 

 

18 
 

before my conversion, but for me, I would consider it inappropriate 
to do so now. The question feast-keepers ask is; surely Paul 
should have discarded feast-keeping if these ended at the Cross, 
especially after nearly 20 years and possibly longer, going 
forward. Luke wrote this probably 33 years after the Cross, and 
there is nothing recorded about doing away with feast-keeping in 
any tutoristic manner such as a comparatively minor tradition as 
circumcision; a practice that still continues today for both men and 
woman, and that of the heart. Although physical circumcision is no 
longer practised, spiritual circumcision of the heart is. Feast-
keepers say that feast-keeping can be practised without killing 
animals.  
 
The following verses from 1 Corinthians 5:7, 8 form part of the 
debate. 
 
 7   Purge out therefore the old leaven that ye may be a 

new lump, as ye are unleavened. For even Christ 
our Passover is sacrificed for us: 8 Therefore let us 
keep the feast, not with old leaven, neither with the 
leaven of malice and wickedness; but with the 
unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. 

 

 
The non-feast-keepers propose that Paul was using figurative 
language in these two verses when he said that the Corinthians 
should keep the feast, whereas feast-keepers strongly claim that 
he was instructing them to keep the feast. On the face of it 
appears that both non-feast-keepers and feast-keepers walk away 
with neither being victorious in their divergent views. 
 
A point to ponder is that had the Corinthians been Jews they 
could have understood that Paul was merely being analogous, as 
they would have grasped such manner of speaking. The question 
is posed; because the Corinthians were Gentiles, would Paul have 
used a figure of speech or did he give them an instruction? I 
personally doubt that it was only figurative.    
 
Perhaps we will not know the conclusive answer to these two 
divergent opinions this side of eternity.  
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So, in the cases of Galatians 1:2, 6-9 and 1 Corinthians 5:7, 8, it 
seems as if not even the 3rd umpire or TV referee can make a 
decision. Consequently, neither the non-feast-keepers nor the 
feast-keepers on these points walk away with the laurels. 
 
Playing the 3rd umpire; notwithstanding the possible unresolved 
position, I personally wonder why Luke who was accompanying 
Paul would use the word keep, where if he was not going to keep 
the feast, Luke could have used the word attend the feast.  

I have on occasions been invited by family to attend the 
Christening of a child. Despite my conviction that I believe only in 
validity of adult baptism, I attended, having respect for their 
conviction and their kindness to invite me to celebrate this joyous 
occasion. Even living in the same city, I could have made excuses 
not to attend. Had I been several hundred kilometres away an 
excuse would have been far easier. The point is; Paul and Luke 
were far from Jerusalem and I am sure that had they not attended, 
the Jews who the non-feast-keepers say Paul was trying to please 
would not have been offended. Another reason for Paul to be in 
Jerusalem as non-feast-keepers claim is to be there to preach the 
gospel of Christ. An emphatic statement to this effect surely would 
have been made by Luke. I think the feast-keepers may have won 
this stage of the race by at least a nose length.   

For someone to suddenly retort by claiming that the feast had to 
be kept in Jerusalem is not true, for Paul kept a feast in Philippi 
with Gentiles. Acts 20:6 
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 More Evidence to Examine 

One of the other portions of Scripture that hold significance 

which non-feast-keepers use to bolster their viewpoint is 
Colossians 2:14-17 
 
 14  Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was 

against us, which was contrary to us, and took it out 
of the way, nailing it to his cross; 15 And having 
spoiled principalities and powers, he made a shew 
of them openly, triumphing over them in it. 16 Let no 
man therefore judge you in meat, or in drink, or in 
respect of an holyday, or of the new moon, or of the 
Sabbath days: 17 Which are a shadow of things to 
come; but the body is of Christ.  

 

 
Handwriting of ordinances as expressed in Greek is 
cheirographon tois dogmasin.  
 
The question to ask is; what was nailed to the Cross? The popular 
notion is that if not the moral law at least the ceremonial law was.  
 
This belief is flawed, because it firstly contradicts the Biblical truth 
that Yahuwah’s law is “neither against” us nor “contrary to us”. His 
law is not burdensome, which we can read about in Deuteronomy 
4:5-9, Psalm 19, Psalm 119, Romans 7:22, 1 Timothy 1:8, 
amongst other passages.   
 
Secondly, it falsely portrays Jesus as a smooth talking lawyer who 
circumvents Yahuwah’s justice, by supposedly finding a loophole 
in God’s law getting us off the hook by abolishing the 
commandments that have identified our sins, such as; you can go 
free, because I have abolished the law that says; thou shalt not 
murder, thou shall not steel, thou shall lie, thou shalt not commit 
adultery, keep the Sabbath holy etc.  

Two 
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Other than in Colossians 2:14, the word cheirographon appears 
nowhere else in the Greek New Testament, nor does it appear 
anywhere in the Septuagint, the Greek translation of the Old 
Testament. However, the word does appear in extra-Biblical 
Greek documents.  

Handwriting of ordinances is translated from cheirographon tois 
dogmasin. The word Cheir means hand and graphon means 
writing or engraving, where the word graffiti comes from. 

In the era that Paul lived, people used to make agreements 
between one another as has been the case throughout the ages. 
Because paper was not used, and parchment (animal skins) were 
in use, usually to record information of a permanent nature: 
agreements of a temporary nature were generally written or 
engraved on clay tablets and then hardened in the sun or an 
oven. 

As an example, let us say I borrow 10 shekels from you which I 
undertake to pay back over a period of time. This promise is 
engraved in the clay tablet. Once I have repaid the debt, a nail or 
spike is hammered into the hardened clay slab shattering it. Our 
indebtedness of sin was nailed to the cross, when Jesus was 
crucified. This passage of Scripture has nothing to do with any law 
having been nailed to the cross. The Greek word nomos (law) is 
not found anywhere in the book of Colossians.  

When I addressed this with Dr Ron du Preez who has been on an 
international campaign to crush feast-keepers; he said that Paul 
would not have used nomos, as it would have misled them to think 
that the nailing of the commandments would have included the 
moral law of Ten Commandments. By making such a statement, it 
would by implication mean that Ron sees that nomos would be 
both the moral as well as the ceremonial laws as he believes was 
the reason for Paul omitting the word nomos. Should this be the 
case, then by deduction and from my perception at least, Ron has 
a problem in the delineation of the commandments; so how is he 
able from this portion of Scripture to come up with the idea that 
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the feasts have been abolished when he shared the remark as 
recorded above? A statement like this does not enhance his 
cause and only discredits what he stands for.  

Before I continue, I need to briefly explain who Ron du Preez is. 
He was raised in the Western Cape, South Africa and is a 
Seventh - Day Adventist theologian who holds the following 
degrees: Th.D., D.Min and is a PhD candidate. He is well travelled 
and is currently based in the USA. 

Feast-keepers ask the question; if Colossians 2:17 says ……a 
shadow of things to come - not a shadow of things that have 
come; it must mean that they are still pointing to the future. After 
all Colossians was written after the cross. Feast-keepers state 
that non-feast-keepers have a problem in defending their belief 
that the holy days ended at the cross with the sacrificial system. 

 “A literal translation of the last few words of Colossians 
2:17 reads, ‘but the body of Christ [Yahushua].’ What is 
the body of….Yahushua? 1 Corinthians 2:27 supplies the 
answer: ‘Now you are the body of Yahushua, and 
members individually’ The body of Yahushua is the 
church!” (Earl L. Henn, “Are the Sabbath and Holy Days 
done away?”) 

 

Another point to dwell on in Colossians 2:16 is the fact that 
theologians have used the KJV translation, although the most 
accurate of the translations it is not without fault. Where it speaks 
of “…….an holyday or the new moon or the Sabbath days”, the 
original has day not the plural - days. This erroneously includes 
“…..the Sabbath days” with the seven annual holydays. 

The word Sabbaton in Greek pops up frequently in the New 
Testament by referring exclusively to the weekly Seventh-Day 
Sabbath. 

Numerous theologians are now seeing this through different 
spectacles and William E. Richardson, former chairperson of the 
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Religion Department, Andrews University, published an article: 
“Sabbath Nailed to The Cross” 

The following brief extract from this article bares reference. 

The Issue of Sabbath 

 In the phrase “festivals, new moons, or Sabbaths” 
(heortes, noumenias, Sabbaton) in verse 16 (New Revised 
Standard Version), the identity of the Sabbaths has 
occasioned considerable debate. This phrase is found 
nowhere else in the New Testament, but occurs five times 
in the Septuagint (2 Chron.2:4; 31:3; Neh.10:3; Ezek. 
45:17; Hosea 2:11.  Each time, speaking of the burnt 
offerings other than the daily offerings, the reference is to 
the Sabbaths (weekly), new moons (monthly), and 
appointed feasts (yearly). At times the order is reversed, 
but in each case, “new moon” is in the middle, thus making 
a logical sequence from weekly to yearly or vice versa. 
The implication is that the Sabbath being described is the 
weekly Sabbath. 

Another point to consider is that the ceremonial Sabbaths 
were part of the annual feasts to which the word heortes 
referred. Accordingly, when Paul here refers to 
“Sabbaths”, if he meant ceremonial Sabbaths, he was 
needlessly repeating himself. In that case he would be 
saying “Let no one pass judgment on you in regard to a 
day/ceremonial Sabbath, or in regard to a new moon, or in 
regard to ceremonial Sabbath”, a statement neither logical 
nor likely. 

This article was printed in the May 1997 issue of Ministry 
Magazine. 

 

During my interview with Ron we differed on the issue of the 
Passover. He states that the Passover was done away with at the 



Times, Laws, Calendar 

 

25 
 

Cross as with all the other feast days, having been fulfilled in the 
death of Yahushua. I drew his attention to Luke 22:15-18 

 15  And he said unto them, With desire I have desired 
to eat this Passover with you before I suffer: 16  For 
I say unto you, I will not any more eat thereof, until it 
be fulfilled in the kingdom of God. 17 And he took 
the cup, and gave thanks, and said, Take this, and 
divide it among yourselves: 18 For I say unto you, I 
will not drink of the fruit of the vine, until the 
kingdom of God shall come. 

 

 

The sacrificial system ended at the Cross which changed the 
Passover to what is commonly known as the Lord’s Supper or 
Communion. From historical evidence, although there was a 
change in functionality of the Passover to – washing of feet, 
breaking bread and drinking wine - the word Passover still existed. 
 
Jesus is the Passover Lamb and will always be known as such. 
Never will He be known as the Lord’s Supper Lamb or Holy 
Communion Lamb or Easter Lamb, despite the fact that Christians 
use the terminology as Lord’s Supper and Communion 
interchangeably. 
 
In 325 AD at the Council of Nicaea, the Biblical Feast days were 
done away or at least the commencement thereof with 
replacement of Passover with Easter and followed with time by 
pagan holidays as in the case where the Sabbath was replaced by 
Sunday in 321 AD.  
 
When I pointed out to Ron that in 1077 when Malcolm III of 
Scotland married Catholic princess Margaret, the priests who 
were married and not Roman Catholic, that lived in Scotland on 
the fringes of the Roman Empire, had not been influenced by 
religious changes; were still keeping the seventh day Sabbath and 
Passover according to the Biblical calendar: he was not aware of 
this. Margaret proceeded to enforce the changes to Sunday 
keeping and Easter in exchange for the Passover.  
 

More Evidence to Examine 
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We need to step back in history to consider important evidence 
that sheds light on the subject of feast-keeping.  
 
In my personally autographed book by Samuel Bacchiocchi “From 
Sabbath to Sunday”, he comments (p.81), on Acts 20:6 
concerning the time of the Feast of Unleavened Bread which Paul 
attended at Philippi and was hastening to be at Jerusalem, if 
possible, on the day of Pentecost.  
 
(Acts 20:16; cf. I Cor.16:8). Bacchiocchi suggests that: Paul still 
respected and regulated his life by the normative liturgical 
calendar of the temple: this being understood as Biblical 
reckoning. 
 
It is extremely difficult for non-feast-keepers to reject this evidence 
that Paul was still by his own choice and not by currying favour 
with the Jews, keeping the feasts. 
 
There is adequate historical indication besides the one mentioned 
above in Scotland in 1077, that the Passover was being 
celebrated for centuries after the Cross. The internet is a very 
useful tool in searching for information where there is 
corroboration. 
 
Polycarp the bishop of Smyrna who is believed to have been born 
in 69 AD (CE) and died a martyr’s death at the age of 86 in 155 
AD (CE) by being burnt at the stake, and when the fires would not 
consume him, he was stabbed to death. It is well recorded that 
Polycarp was a direct disciple of the apostle John and most likely 
a Gentile who kept the Passover. 
 
Polycrates of Ephesus (flourished c.130 - 196) and Pope Victor of 
Rome (a pope from 189 -199) disputed over the date for 
Easter/Passover. Following is part of the letter from Polycrates to 
Pope Victor: 
 
 
 

“We observe the exact day; neither adding, nor taking 
away. For in Asia also great lights have fallen asleep, 
which shall rise again on the day of the Lord’s coming, 
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when he shall come with glory from heaven, and shall 
seek out all the saints. Among these are Philip, one of 
the twelve apostles, who fell asleep in Hierapolis; and 
his two aged virgin daughters, and another daughter, 
who lived in the Holy Spirit and now rests at Ephesus; 
and, moreover, John, who was both a witness and a 
teacher, who reclined upon the bosom of the Lord, and, 
being a priest, wore the sacerdotal plate. He fell asleep 
at Ephesus. And Polycarp in Smyrna, who was a 
bishop and martyr; and Thraseas, bishop and martyr 
from Eumenia, who fell asleep in Smyrna. Why need I 
mention the bishop and martyr Sagaris, who fell asleep 
in Laodicea, or the blessed Papirius, or Melito, the 
Eunuch who lived altogether in the Holy Spirit, and who 
lies in Sardis, awaiting the episcopate from heaven, 
when he shall rise from the dead? All these observed 
the fourteenth day of the Passover according to the 
Gospel, deviating in no respect, but following the rule of 
faith. And I also, Polycrates, the least of you all, do 
according to the tradition of my relatives, some of whom 
I have closely followed. For seven of my relatives were 
bishops; and I am the eighth. And my relatives always 
observed the day when the people put away the 
leaven. I, therefore, brethren, who have lived sixty-five 
years in the Lord, and have met with the brethren 
throughout the world, and have gone through every 
Holy Scripture, am not affrighted by terrifying words. For 
those greater than I have said ‘We ought to obey God 
rather than man.”  
 
“He then writes of all the bishops who were present with 
him and thought as he did. His words are as follows:” 
“I could mention the bishops who were present, whom I 
summoned at your desire; whose names, should I write 
them, would constitute a great multitude. And they, 
beholding my littleness, gave their consent to the letter, 
knowing that I did not bear my gray hairs in vain, but 
had always governed my life by the Lord Jesus.” 
(Polycrates, in a letter to Pope Victor and the church of 
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Rome) (Eusebius of Caesarea, Church History, Book V, 
ch.24) 
 

The reason for this letter to Pope Victor was as a result of the 
conflict that rose between the Asian region to the East of the 
Roman Empire who was adhering to the Passover as opposed to 
Easter which was introduced to replace Passover. The Asian 
sector was known as the Quartodecimans (Known in Latin as 
Fourteenthers): quarto meaning four and decimans meaning ten 
that resulted therefrom, because they celebrated Passover on the 
14th day of Abib (Nisan) in accordance with the Biblical calendar.   

The Quartodeciman Controversy 

 Following their example up to the present time all the 
bishops of Asia – as themselves also receiving the rule 
from an unimpeachable authority, to wit, the evangelist 
John, who leant on the Lord’s breast, and drank in 
instructions spiritual without doubt – were in the way of 
celebrating the Paschal feast, without question, every 
year, whenever the fourteenth day of the new moon had 
come”. (Source: The Pascal Canon of Anatolius of 
Alexandria) 

 

Victor and the Church at Rome had chosen to observe the 
Pascha (Later named Easter in honour of the pagan goddess 
Ishtar/Astarte) always on the first day of the week, as opposed to 
the Churches of Asia who followed the teachings of the Apostles 
and forthwith observed Pascha (Passover) on 14 day of Abib 
(Nisan) annually. 
 
We continue our quest to resolve the differences by considering 
another portion of Scripture in Eph. 2:14-16. 

 14 For he is our peace, who hath made both one, and 
hath broken down the middle wall of partition between 
us; 15 Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the 
law of commandments contained in ordinances; for to 
make in himself of twain one new man, so making peace; 

16 And that he might reconcile both unto God in one 
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body by the cross, having slain the enmity thereby: 
 

Non-feast-keepers proclaim that the underlined portion above 
categorically states that the feasts ended at Calvary. Feast-
keepers see this in the same context as Col. 2:14, covered earlier 
in the chapter, where the enmity above is synonymous with 
against us, below.   

 14 Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was 
against us, which was contrary to us, and took it out of 
the way, nailing it to his cross;  

 

 

The ordinances were as they say; not against us but the record of 
our sins. Furthermore, non-feast-keepers who emphatically 
believe that the law of commandments contained in ordinances, 
were abrogated, find the argument that again it was the killing of 
animals that ended, not the feasts per se; not convincing. 
 
Although some might be uncertain in how to judge either way, 
nevertheless it appears feast-keepers have a point in their favour 
in defining what was nailed to the cross as covered earlier 
pertaining to Col. 2.  
 
For the purpose of wholesome debate, I would like to add some 
words in parenthesis and in bold italics to the portion of Ephesians 
reflected above. This I hope will clear up the issues of the 
ordinances in this segment of Scripture.  

  
14 For Yahushua is our peace, who hath made both 

(Jews and Gentiles) one, and hath broken down (the 
death decrees in The Law which were) the middle wall 
of partition between us; 15. Having abolished (nailed the 
death decrees to the cross) in his flesh which were 
the cause of the enmity (our fear of death) toward the 
law, commandments and ordinances;  

 

What decrees or dogmas of men is Paul referring to? The context 
clearly reveals that he was writing about the traditional dogmas, 
decrees or commands of Judaism. The harsh traditional laws of 

More Evidence to Examine 



Times, Laws, Calendar 

 

30 
 

Judaism created great hostility and enmity between Jews and 
Gentiles, and among the Jews themselves. Of these Jesus said;  

 “For they bind heavy burdens and hard to bear, and lay 
them on the shoulders of men; but they will not move 
them with one of their own fingers” (Matt. 23:4). 

 

In Mark 7:5-13, Yahushua strongly rebuked the Jewish religious 
leaders for adhering to their traditional laws and rejecting the 
commandments of God. 

 5. Then the Pharisees and scribes asked him, Why walk 
not thy disciples according to the tradition of the elders, 
but eat bread with unwashen hands? 6. He answered 
and said unto them, Well hath Esaias prophesied of you 
hypocrites, as it is written, This people honoureth me with 
their lips, but their heart is far from me. 7. Howbeit in vain 
do they worship me, teaching for doctrines the 
commandments of men. They break the commandment 
of God by the traditions of men. 8. For laying aside the 
commandment of God, ye hold the tradition of men, as 
the washing of pots and cups: and many other such like 
things ye do. 9. And he said unto them, Full well ye reject 
the commandment of God, that ye may keep your own 
tradition.10. For Moses said, Honour thy father and thy 
mother; and, Whoso curseth father or mother, let him die 
the death: 11. But ye say, If a man shall say to his father 
or mother, It is Corban, that is to say, a gift, by 
whatsoever thou mightest be profited by me; he shall be 
free. 12. And ye suffer him no more to do ought for his 
father or his mother; 13. Making the word of God of none 
effect through your tradition, which ye have delivered: 
and many such like things do ye. 

 

The conclusion of the matter in respect of Col. 2 and Eph.2 where 
the word ordinances appear, we have seen that in Colossians it 
refers to our indebtedness of sin that was nailed to the cross and 
in Ephesians it is about doing away with the onerous rules and 
laws that had become the burdensome traditions of the Jews, that 
caused a division between Jew and Gentiles. 
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Viewing these two sections of the Bible and considering the 
arguments put forward by the two groups, it appears that the 
feast-keepers are edging ahead with more convincing urgings in 
their favour.  
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  Back to the Beginning 

 
Feast-keepers ask whether God made provision for the feast 

days at creation: this question merits looking into. 

Winston Churchill once said: The farther back you look, the farther 
forward you will see. In this context let us see if this quote holds 
water. 

A step back to the creation week will reveal an interesting reality. 

 Gen 1:14   And  God  said,  Let  there  be  lights  in  the 
 firmament  of  the  heaven  to  divide  the  day from the 
 night;  and  let  them be for signs, and for seasons, and 
 for days, and years:  

 

 
In the original Hebrew seasons are called Mo’ed (mo’edim - 
plural), although mo’ed is often used in place of the plural. These 
are Yahuwah’s appointed times.    

 Lev. 23:4. These are the feasts of the LORD, even holy 
convocations, which ye shall proclaim in their seasons. 
(Mo’ed). 

 

 
In both these texts the word Mo’ed is used, thus signifying that the  
seasons, and for days, and years:  were referring to the appointed  
Times that the later feasts became the object thereof. The Hebrew 
word Mikra is translated as convocation, assembly or dress 
rehearsal.  

I need to emphasize strongly that when reference is made to holy 
convocations in the Old Testament it refers solely to the feasts 
and are mentioned in the following books of the Bible: Lev. 23; 
Num. 28 and 29 and Ex. 12:16 

Three 
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It seems that the feast-keepers have a point; because it is quite 
clear that seasons in the two passages above are synonymous 
and that God planned for the eventuality of the appointed times 
(the feasts). These seasons are not to be confused with spring, 
summer, autumn and winter. 

As in the case of the Sabbath, most of the Christian world refers 
to it as the Jewish Sabbath and the feasts are referred to as the 
Jewish feast days. The Sabbath was instituted at creation where 
the Creator blessed and hallowed it. It was made for man not 
exclusively for the Jews. Mark 2:27. In like manner feast-keepers 
say the feasts are for man to keep, not just Jews. 

In like manner the feasts are Yahuwah’s feasts, not the Jewish 
feasts. They are the feasts of the Lord’s, namely the spring and 
autumn (fall) feasts which are tabled below.  

Spring Feasts: 

1. Passover – Pesach: Abib (Nisan) 14-15 

2. Unleavened Bread – Chag ha Matzah: Abib (Nisan) 15-22 

3. First Fruits – Yom ha Bikkurim: Abib (Nisan) 16-17 

4. Pentecost – Shavuot: Sivan 6-7 

Autumn (Fall) Feasts: 

5. Trumpets – Yom Teruag – Tishri 1 

6. Day of Atonement – Yom Kippur: Tishri 10 

7. Tabernacles – Chag ha Sukkoth: Tishri 15-22 

The 3 Spring Feasts were fulfilled at the cross and of course 
Pentecost shortly after, whereas the last three are to be fulfilled at 
the second coming and beyond.    

1) Passover (Lev. 23:5) – Pointed to the Messiah as our 
Passover Lamb (1 Cor. 5:7) whose blood would be shed 
for our sins. Jesus was crucified on the day of preparation 

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Leviticus%2023.5
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Corinthians%205.7
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for the Passover at the same hour that the lambs were 
being slaughtered for the Passover meal that evening 
(John 19:14). 

2) Unleavened Bread (Lev. 23:6) – Pointed to the Messiah's 
sinless life (as leaven is more often a picture of sin in the 
Bible), making Him the perfect sacrifice for our sins. Jesus' 
body was in the grave during the first days of this feast, 
like a kernel of wheat planted and waiting to burst forth as 
the bread of life. 

3) First Fruits (Lev. 23:10) – Pointed to the Messiah's 
resurrection as the first fruits of the righteous. Jesus was 
resurrected on this very day, which is one of the reasons 
that Paul refers to Him in 1 Corinthians 15:20 as the "first 
fruits from the dead." 

4) Weeks or Pentecost (Lev. 23:16) – Occurred fifty days 
after the beginning of the Feast of Unleavened Bread and 
pointed to the great harvest of souls and the gift of the 
Holy Spirit for both Jew and Gentile, who would be brought 
into the kingdom of God during the Church Age (see Acts 
2). The Church was actually established on this day when 
God poured out His Holy Spirit and 3,000 Jews responded 
to Peter's great sermon and his first proclamation of the 
gospel. 

5) Trumpets (Lev. 23:24) – The first of the fall feasts. 
Many believe this day points to when Yahushua 
HaMashiach will appear in the heavens as He comes for 
His bride, the Church. The 2nd coming is always 
associated in Scripture with the blowing of a loud trumpet 
(1 Thes. 4:13-18 and 1 Cor. 15:52). 

6) Day of Atonement (Lev. 23:27) – Some believe this 
prophetically also points to the Second Coming of Jesus 
when He will return to earth. That will be the Day of 
Atonement for the Jewish remnant when they "look upon 
Him whom they have pierced," repent of their sins, and 

Back to the Beginning 

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2019.14
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Leviticus%2023.6
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Leviticus%2023.10
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Corinthians%2015.20
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Leviticus%2023.16
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%202
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%202
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Leviticus%2023.24
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Thessalonians%204.13-18
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Corinthians%2015.52
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Leviticus%2023.27
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receive Him as their Messiah (Zech. 12:10 and Rom. 11:1-
6, 25-36). 

7) Tabernacles or Booths (Lev. 23:34) – Many scholars 
believe that this feast day points to the Lord's promise that 
He will once again “tabernacle” with His people when He 
celebrates the feast in heaven with His bride – the Church, 
returns to reign over all the world (Micah 4:1-7). 

To follow up on the point of looking back in order to see forward 
the feast-keepers present an opinion that requires further 
examination.   

In Genesis 19:3 we read:   

 And he pressed upon them greatly; and they turned in 
unto him, and entered into his house; and he made 
them a feast, and did bake unleavened bread, and they 
did eat. 

 

Here we see the two angels entering Lot’s home in Sodom where 
he provides them with a feast that includes unleavened bread. 
Feast-keepers claim that this was a precursor to the Passover. 
Just as the Israelites were preparing to leave Ramses to camp at 
Succoth before leaving Egypt, they had unleavened bread which 
formed part of the Feast of Unleavened Bread following the 
Passover.   

Here they were preparing a meal before leaving Sodom, an 
unsavoury place; similar to the Israelites preparing to leave Egypt, 
however in Sodom’s case, without the shedding of blood. 

Ron du Preez’s response was that because they were in a hurry, 
had they baked leavened bread, there would not have been 
enough time for the bread to rise before they could bake and eat 
it, thus the inclusion of leaven would have been a waste. He 
asserts that this was not an indication of an incident pointing 
forward to a future event. 

If the mention of unleaven bread was a mere statement without 
any significance, then we should look at Genesis 18:6: 

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Zechariah%2012.10
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Romans%2011.1-6
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Romans%2011.1-6
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Romans%2011.25-36
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Leviticus%2023.34
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Micah%204.1-7
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 And Abraham hastened into the tent unto Sarah, and 
said, Make ready quickly three measures of fine meal, 
knead it, and make cakes upon the hearth. 

 

In the above referenced incident, Sarah was requested to quickly 
knead the dough, which means in all likeliness that it would have 
contained leaven (yeast), yet it was a meal that had to be 
prepared in a hurry for the three guests. I am sure that if it was to 
be unleavened, Abraham would have stated that. 

In my young days having worked in my parents bakery, I learnt 
that it did not necessary require certain breads and 
confectionaries hours to rise. It is common knowledge that many 
confectionaries expand upon heat or when dipped in hot oil. Ron 
might want to state that the people of those days did not know 
about self-raising flour and modern methods of baking. Let us not 
limit people of that era. Present engineers cannot replicate the 
accuracies of the Egyptian pyramids even with modern 
equipment. 

The ancient peoples used to gather yeast on grape leaves to 
leaven their bread if they needed to speed up the process, but 
God said "Don't even let any leavening touch the dough. Just 
bake it and go." 

As the saying goes when things become hot and you have no 
answers, get out of the kitchen. To be honest; even I think Ron is 
stretching his point a little far.  

The feast-keepers see this as a significant prophetic indicator to a 
future event and one could view it as such in the light of the 
following analogy.  

When preparation is made for a stage act, there are many things 
to take care of. The props have to be built, costumes to be 
designed and made, actors to play the roles and of course the 
stage for the performance (the mo’edim perhaps, that were 
prepared in the creation week – time based, not geographical).  

Back to the Beginning 
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Firstly, rehearsals are performed (Sodom’s unleavened bread), 
then the dress rehearsal (the Passover) and then the full 
performance (the true Passover – the Lamb of God) 

Abraham’s potential sacrifice of Isaac was a dress rehearsal 
besides the daily animal sacrifices, which were as one might see 
as the extras in the performance – was a precursor to Calvary’s 
Sacrifice.  

Mikra’ey kodesh (holy convocations): The Feasts of Adonai are 
dress rehearsals of Messianic Redemption. 

Not only should we look as far back as possible but as deep as 
possible to see farther and deeper into the future.  

We see in Joshua how that Rahab hung the red cord from her 
window so that the Israelites would recognise her home as the 
one to be spared as arranged with Joshua’s spies. This was also 
symbolic of the Passover.  

I need to digress in order to add information to the topic at hand. 

Passover and the seed of Abraham. 

Scholars have had a problem in explaining certain portions of 
Scriptures as can already be seen in what has been discussed in 
these pages. I add to any possible frustration so far; the 
conundrum in respect of the 430/400 years the Israelites spent in 
Egypt which has raised many questions over the centuries.   

Exodus 12:40-41 states: 

 40  Now the sojourning of the children of Israel, who 
dwelt in Egypt, was four hundred and thirty years. 
41 And it came to pass at the end of the four 
hundred and thirty years, even the self-same day it 
came to pass, that all the hosts of the LORD went 
out from the land of Egypt.  

 

 

Note; they dwelt in Egypt for 430 years “to the very day” then the 
exodus. The verse says the self-same day?  



Times, Laws, Calendar 

 

39 
 

If I said our child was born today, the self-same day we were 
married two years ago it would mean on the same date. The 
Rabbis believe that the Passover was the self-same day 
something occurred in the past.  

What “very day” does the Torah refer to, because it does not 
record the very day they arrived in Egypt?   

A similar “same day” statement is read in Exodus 19:1  

 Ex. 19:1. In the third month, when the children of Israel 
were gone forth out of the land of Egypt, the same day 
came they into the wilderness of Sanai. 2. For they were 
departed from Rephidim, and were come to the desert of 
Sinai, and had pitched in the wilderness; and there Israel 
camped before the mount. 

 

This was two months later when they stopped at Rephidim (the 
root word is – rest), which must have been the same day they 
arrived at Succoth two months earlier. 

Israel got as far as Succoth on the 15th of Abib (Nisan) and 
actually left Egypt on the 16th. Two months later they arrived at 
Rephidim on the 15th of the third month (Sivan) and Sinai on the 
16th, which was the same day two months earlier.  

The sojourning of the Israelites in Egypt raises some questions. 
We read in Genesis 46:11 that Levi had a son Kohath who 
entered Egypt with his grandfather Jacob. Kohath had a son 
Amram whose son’s name was Moses who was 80 years old at 
the time of the Exodus. 

Somehow the math does not figure. Subtract Moses’ 80 years 
from 430 years in Egypt and we have 350 years between Kohath 
and his grandson Moses. This period is simply too long. This is 
three generations from Kohath, Amram to Moses. 

These enigmatic facts should not allow us to lose faith in the word 
however. The pedanticism of the rabbis can sometimes be 
frustrating, but perhaps here we might learn a lesson. 

Back to the Beginning 
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To create a little more confusion they throw Genesis 15:13 
amongst the pigeons which read as follows: 

 And he said unto Abram, Know of a surety that thy seed 
shall be a stranger in a land that is not theirs,  and  shall 
serve them;  and  they  shall  afflict  them  four  hundred 
years;   

 

 
Here we see a 30 year difference, which begs some questioning. 
Elohim makes a covenant with Abraham as recorded in Genesis 
15:18 in which He will give the land between Egypt and the river 
Euphrates to his seed. 

The Hebrew word zera literally means seed which could mean 
both seed singular or plural, just as in the case of seeds and seed 
or sheep singular and plural.  

In Genesis 15: 5-6 it says that as the number of stars in the 
heaven so shall the descendants (zera) be. And he believed and it 
was counted unto him as righteousness.  

Genesis 15: 13-14  

 13  And he said unto Abram, Know of a surety that thy 
seed shall be a stranger in a land that is not theirs, 
and shall serve them; and they shall afflict them four 
hundred years; 14  And also that nation, whom they 
shall serve, will I judge: and afterward shall they 
come out with great substance.  

 

 
Here it says 400 years but in Exodus 12 it speaks of 430 years. 
Which is it?  

The rabbinic explanation is that Yahuwah promised Abraham that 
his seed (plural) would inherit the land of Canaan 400 years after 
the birth of his seed (singular) Isaac. The counting of the 400 
years would only start from the birth of Isaac. 

The sages viewed this 30 year discrepancy and came back with 
an explanation. 
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Your seed will be sojourners in the land that is not 
theirs and will be servants there, and they will be 
afflicted for four hundred years have passed after seed 
shall be granted unto you. Rabbi Yudan said, “The 
condition of being strangers, in servitude, and afflicted 
in a land not theirs was to last four hundred years, 
which was their decreed term.” (Genesis Rabbah 44:18)  

 

The rabbis say that the oppression of Abraham’s seed did not only 
happen in Egypt. This expression should be seen as being 
strangers and afflicted in a land which was not theirs for 400 
years. This refers to Canaan. Isaac was a stranger in a land that 
did not belong to him. Later his descendants (seed) went down 
into Egypt where they were oppressed and enslaved until the 
passing of 400 years from Isaacs’s birth. So say the rabbis. 

Yahuwah made the promise 30 years before Isaac was born. And 
thus the Exodus took place 400 years after Isaac’s birth and 430 
years after the promise was made to Abraham. 

This also clarifies the term “on that self-same day” in Exodus 
12:41. Yahuwah made the covenant with Abraham on Passover 
and 30 years later Isaac was born on Passover 14th day of Abib 
(Nisan). Sixty years after Isaac’s birth Jacob is born. Jacob was 
130 years old when he and his family entered Egypt: 

30 + 60 + 130 = 220. Now subtract 220 from the 430 years and it 
leaves us with 210 years for the total sojourn in Egypt. Subtract 
Moses’ 80 years and we are left with 130 years between Moses 
and his grandfather Kohath, which is more feasible than 350 
years.  

Back to the Beginning 
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We should also consider that Joseph was probably in his early 
thirties when Jacob and his family arrived in Egypt and they were 
given the choice land of Goshen to live in. They lived in the land of 
luxury for at least the life span of Joseph of 80 years until his 
death at age 110. They were certainly not slaves during this 
period.  

Furthermore, how long did it take after Joseph’s death for a new 
king in Egypt to not know about him? (Exodus 1:8) This surely 
must have been a lengthy period. So the time the Israelites were 
living in the bountiful land of Goshen must have been at least a 
hundred years, before they were enslaved. Subtract this period 
from the supposed time of slavery and one realises that this 
unpacks the discrepancy. 

 

The sages interpret the 430 years from the day Yahuwah gave the 
promise to Abraham and 400 years from the birth of Isaac. This is 
not what the Torah literally says, but it is the rabbis’ solution 
through their traditional method of interpretation and sees this 
period as being without a homeland rather than in literal slavery. 

Being in Egypt could also be a metaphor for being in bondage, not 
dissimilar to the reference made to Babylon in the three angels 
message (Revelation 14:8) which is symbolic of the Babylon that 
no longer exists. 

The solution to the 430/400 years which the rabbis render is 
credible; considering that it appears that an alternative 
explanation does not exist.  
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Whilst on the point of Abraham and Isaac; if the promise to 
Abraham was made on 14 Abib (Nisan) as well as the birth of 
Isaac thirty years later, then it is quite possible that the attempt to 
sacrifice Isaac could also coincide with 14 Abib (Nisan), which as 
mentioned earlier is the date of the Passover. We serve a precise 
God. After all, if the incident of the attempted sacrifice of Isaac 
took place on Mount Moriah where it is commonly believed to be 
the site of Golgotha, or at least in that vicinity, then it is 
conceivable that this is the case as well.   

In order to explain some Hebrew thinking which is circular as 
opposed to linear in Greek understanding, which is how the world 
thinks, I first need to explain what Torah means in Scripture. Not 
only is Hebrew thinking circular, but events in Hebrew history are 
circular, meaning they come back by repeating themselves. 

Although the Torah is primarily the law, statutes and judgments, 
there is a much broader description as explained below. 

Definitions of Torah. 

Torah (Strongs 8451) = Yarah (Strongs 3384) 

     Yarah - “To Teach, to Instruct” 

     Yarah - “To Lay a Foundation” 

     Yarah - “To Point Out as Aiming a Finger” 

The Torah is the word of YHWH. 

 Psalm 103:20. Bless the Lord, ye His angels, that excel 
in strength, that do His commandments (Torah) 
hearkening unto the voice of His word. 

Psalm 119:16. I will delight myself in your statutes 
(Torah): I will not forget your word. 

Isa. 2:3 … He will teach us of His ways, and we will walk 
in His paths: for out of Zion shall go forth the law (Torah) 
and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. 

Isa. 5:24…because they have cast away the law (Torah) 

 

Back to the Beginning 
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of the Lord of hosts, and despised the word of the Holy 
One of Israel. 

The Psalms are the Torah of YHWH 

 John 10:34. Yahushua answered them; Is it not written in 
your law (Torah), I said, ye are gods? 

Psalm 82:6. I have said. Ye are gods; and all of you are 
children of the Most High. 

 

The Prophets are the Torah of YHWH 

 Isa. 28:11. For with stammering lips and another tongue 
will he speak to this people. 

1 Cor. 14:21. In the law (Torah) it is written; With men of 
other tongues and other lips will I speak unto this people; 
and yet for all that will they not hear me, saith the Lord. 
 

 

The Torah is written about Yahushua 

 Luke 24:44. And He said unto them … all things must be 
fulfilled, which were written in the law (Torah) of Moses, 
and in the prophets, and in the psalms concerning Me. 

John 1:45. Philip found Nathanael and said unto him; we 
have found Him of whom Moses in the law (Torah) and 
the prophets, did write, Yahushua of Nazareth, the son of 
Joseph. 

John 5:46. For had ye believed Moses, ye would have 
believed me: for he wrote of Me. 

Acts 28:23 … he expounded and testified the kingdom of 
God, persuading them concerning Yahushua both out of 
the law (Torah) of Moses and out of the prophets… 

 

Hebrew Scriptures = TANAKH 

 Luke 24:44. And He said unto them; These are the words  
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which I spake unto you, while I was yet with you, that all 
things must be fulfilled, which were written in the law 
(Torah) of Moses, and in the prophets, and in the psalms 
concerning Me. 

         Torah      =     Law 

          a  

          Nevi’im    =     Prophets 

          a 

          Ketuvim   =     Writings (Psalms. Proverbs etc.)  

TaNaK is an acronym which describes the Old Testament – TNK. 
The vowels are added as these do not exist in the Hebrew 
language.  

There are as a rule four primary levels to the Torah / word of 
YHVH 

• PESHAT - Literal, Simple 

• REMEZ - Hint, Allusion 

• DERASH - “Drawn out”. From the same       
                                               root as “Midrash”. Parables,  
                                               Implicit, Homiletic, Exegeses 

• SOD - Spiritual, Mystical 

 
Should one contemplate the material above which defines the 
Torah, it becomes quite apparent that it reflects Hebraic circular 
thinking.   

Even in basic Jewish economy the people apply this circular 
mindset, which is about being there for the good of the 
community. This was evident at Pentecost where the Christians 
shared their belongings as recorded in Acts 4:32. This is unlike 
the general behaviour of society where it is about me and me first. 

 

Back to the Beginning 
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  Back to Basics 

 
Before we examine the feasts we should ask; what was the 

purpose of the feasts – these appointed times. 

• To have God’s people know Him 

• To teach the plan of salvation 

• To maintain a close connection to His people 

In essence Yahuwah wanted to tabernacle – gather with His 
people so that they could know Him better. There is nothing more 
disappointing to God than to be present at an occasion appointed 
by Him, only to find his children absent doing their own thing.  

This is no different to being stood up by your date that does not 
arrive at the agreed upon appointed time. Usually such an 
appointed time would include a meal in a relaxed environment 
where one would want to know the person better with whom you 
planned to meet. Neglecting to meet at an agreed venue and time 
is in all societies a grievous insult.   

The feast-keepers proclaim that Yahuwah’s children who fail to 
gather at His appointed times treat Him with disdain – a grave 
transgression. 

Should anyone not arrive on a court date and time to which they 
have been summoned, they would be in contempt and would be 
either fined or imprisoned. 

Those who both worship on the Sabbath or Sunday do so with 
conviction of their conscience, and recognise it as a time to meet 
with their Creator for that appointed gathering; whether it is 
determined by God or merely that of following tradition.  

Four 

Back to Basics 
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Most Christians don’t realise that over 90% of sacrifices had 
nothing to do with being a sin offering, which point to the Lamb of 
God’s fulfilling sacrifice. These offerings were worship offerings of 
which the following are some examples:  

The first offering recorded was made by Cain and Abel and we 
know Cain’s was rejected and Abel’s was accepted. (Gen. 3:4,5). 
The first recorded burnt offering after the flood had subsided was 
made by Noah. (Gen. 8:20) Abraham’s intention to offer Isaac was 
also not a sin offering. (Gen.22:13) When Moses told Pharaoh 
that he needed to take their cattle with, was to offer sacrifices. 
(Ex. 10:25,26). Jethro, Moses father-in-law offered a burnt 
sacrifice to Yah. (Ex. 18:12). The Israelites offered burnt offerings 
in conjunction with their meeting with Yahuwah. (Ex. 20:24; 24:5). 
When Israel worshipped the golden calf they offered up burnt 
offerings as part of their false worship. (Ex. 32:6). Do we think 
they would have been confessing their sins to the calf – hardly?  

The fact that Yah appreciated the sacrifice as a sweet smelling 
savour is not related to the roasting meat. (Gen.8:21). Do we 
imagine that God was incapable of creating His own roasted meat 
aroma if He was so desirable of the barbeque (braaivleis) smell? 
No! The sweet smelling savour was the gathering of His people to 
worship Him. How often do we invite the congregation to a church 
function and a certain number turn up, but as soon as there are 
eats on offer a crowd makes its appearance. All that Yahuwah 
wants is His people to be together to worship Him at His 
appointed time, after all the Host determines the date and time, 
not the guests! So having a feast gets His children together. He 
just wants company. I think He gets lonely at times.  

They say the breweries sell beer; in fact they sell friendship. 
Usually at a sporting event which is the centre of attraction they 
sell most beer. They bring people of like-mindedness together for 
fellowship which needless to say leads to more beer sales as 
more people are drawn to the event. In similar vein, Yah “sells” 
meat to bring his people together at a friendship feast where He is 
the centre of attraction and not the game that is being played. 
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I recall in my sporting days we used to try and beat up our 
opponents on the rugby field or in the karate dojo. They were 
metaphorically our enemies. After the event we would gather at 
the proverbial watering hole where we had food and drinks and be 
the best of friends. The feasts are held in order that bygones are 
bygones, for it is time to rejoice in the Lord.   

In order to get to grips with the subject of the appointed times 
(feasts) of Yahuwah, it would not be amiss to read Leviticus 23 
through with a prayerful and open mind. 

In the following texts from Leviticus 23 states:  

 2  Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, 
Concerning the feasts of the LORD, which ye shall 
proclaim to be holy convocations, even these are 
my feasts. 3 Six days shall work be done: but the 
seventh day is the Sabbath of rest, an holy 
convocation; ye shall do no work therein: it is the 
Sabbath of the LORD in all your dwellings. 4   
These   are   the   feasts   of  the  LORD,  even  holy 

      convocations,   which   ye   shall   proclaim  in  their  
      seasons. 

 

In verse two Yahuwah speaks of the feasts as holy convocations. 
These are assemblies where His children should gather to 
congregate in His presence.  

We then read that the Sabbath is the first feast day, which is a 
weekly convocation. Many believe that the Sabbath is a memorial 
of creation, as this might be to those who honour the Creator’s 
Sabbath, the Bible does not actually say so. What is known is that 
it is the seventh day of creation upon which God rested and 
blessed and hallowed and instructed His children to honour. As 
Mark 2:27 states that the Sabbath was made for man: to keep and 
honour, in obedience to Yahuwah’s command and is contained in 
the Decalogue being the Ten Commandments. You break one of 
My Commandments you have broken all. (James 2:10). 

Back to Basics 
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The Sabbath is erroneously believed by the majority of Christianity 
as the day of worship Yahuwah instructed the Jews at Mount 
Sinai to keep. The Sabbath was appointed the day that all 
mankind should honour and set aside exclusively for worshipping 
their Creator from the beginning of creation. Genesis 2:2, 3. 

 2   And on the seventh day God ended his work which 
he had made; and he rested on the seventh day 
from all his work which he had made. 3 And God 
blessed the seventh day, and sanctified it: because 
that in it he had rested from all his work which God 
created and made.  

 

 
All the feast days are listed earlier in chapter III appear in 
Leviticus 23. In verses 14, 21, 31 and 41 they are declared as 
statutes.   

Few people, and no less those who faithfully keep God’s 
commanded Sabbath, actually know or are aware that it is a day 
that besides being the fourth commandment doubles up as a feast 
day. In other words, it is both part of the Decalogue and the 
statutes that contains the seven yearly feasts – appointed times.  

I want to pause here for a moment. The word statute has surfaced 
earlier and we see the reference again above to Leviticus 23. This 
word will appear repeatedly going forward. Let us not depart from 
the fact that as recorded in Leviticus 23, that notwithstanding 
other activities that constitute statutes; here specifically it refers to 
the feast days. Let me express it differently: statutes are not 
necessary feast days but all feast days are statutes. If we believe 
otherwise, we should prayerfully study Leviticus 23.  

As mentioned in page one of Chapter III the mo’ed was a not 
about feasts but about appointed times when Yahuwah wanted 
His chosen people to meet with Him. 

Amongst certain religious circles those who keep only the weekly 
Sabbath, are seen as inconsistent. Feast-keepers claim that if you 
keep the Sabbath you must keep the feast days as well. The 
argument that Sabbath-keepers observe it as the Seventh Day 
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rest of creation week only; and not as a feast day; does not hold 
water. Re-looking at Leviticus 23:3:  

 Six days shall work be done: but the seventh day is the 
Sabbath of rest ………..  

 

These words are identical as those recorded in Exodus 31:15 and 
Exodus 35:2. In Exodus 20:9-11 the same instructions are given 
by Moses to keep the Sabbath holy as a day of rest. The Sabbath 
therefore holds two positions that of commemorating creation and 
that of a weekly feast day.  

I have met a few people in recent months who are not Seventh-
Day Adventists who through their own Bible study, independent of 
outside influence, who have come to the conviction to keep the 
Sabbath holy and are also persuaded to observe the feasts as 
recorded in Leviticus 23. They have reported that they have met 
others who are also keeping the Sabbath and the feast days, but 
have not aligned themselves with any Sabbath-keeping church. 
They have come to the conviction to keep the Sabbath by first 
acknowledging the importance of feast-keeping 

I know of numerous people over the past 40 years who through 
personal Bible studies discovered the Sabbath as the day of rest, 
of which all bar a few joined the Adventist faith. None of these 
were ever convicted to observe the feast days. To keep the 
Sabbath and the feast days is fairly new among Christians. My 
own testimony is that forty two years ago I was convinced to keep 
Sunday holy through personal Bible study, but several months 
later discovered that it was the Seventh-Day Sabbath that was the 
true day of worship in accordance with the Ten Commandments. 

These facts make it very hard to defend the general Adventist 
stance of keeping the Sabbath without the feasts. Christianity 
believes they were terminated at Yahushua’s crucifixion. 

Inasmuch as this is a general Christian position that the feast days 
were done away with, with the Sabbath at the crucifixion and 
replaced by Sunday as a day of worship to commemorate the 
resurrection of Christ, an act notwithstanding, has no Scriptural 
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support. Sunday officially became the Christian day of worship in 
321 AD replacing Yah’s Sabbath, when Constantine a pagan who 
worshipped the sun was superficially converted to become a 
Christian to advance his political agenda. 

The Roman Catholic Church adopted the change from Sabbath to 
Sunday and declared it to be its act which had nothing to do with 
celebrating the resurrection. The idea by Protestants that Sunday 
commemorates the resurrection, has been a fairly recent one, as 
in the last few centuries.   

 “Of course the Catholic Church claims that the change 
was her act. It could not have been otherwise as none in 
those days would have dreamed of doing anything in 
matters spiritual and ecclesiastical and religious without 
her. And her act is a mark of her ecclesiastical power and 
authority in religious matters”. Cardinal Gibbons by his 
chancellor, Nov.11,1895 The Mark of The Beast page 26.  

“Protestants who say that they go by the Bible and the 
Bible only, and that they do not believe anything that is 
not in the Bible, must be rather puzzled by the keeping of 
Sunday, when God distinctly said, “Keep holy the 
Sabbath Day”. The word Sunday does not come 
anywhere in the Bible, so, without knowing it, they are 
obeying the authority of the Catholic Church”. The 
Catechism Simply Explained. H Canon Cafferata, Page 
89. 

“The (Catholic) Church changed the observance of the 
Sabbath to Sunday by right of the divine, infallible 
authority given to her by her Founder, Jesus Christ. The 
Protestant claiming the Bible to be the only guide of faith 
has no warrant for observing Sunday. In this matter the 
Seventh-Day Adventist is the only consistent Protestant”. 
“The Question Box” The Catholic Universe Bulletin, 
(August 14, 1942. Page 4) 

 

In the light of what was said in certain religious circles a few 
pages earlier, who claim that Adventists are inconsistent, refutes 
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the statement that they are the only consistent Protestants. 
Perhaps they are only consistent in the context of the Catholic 
statement concerning the change from Sabbath to Sunday. 

Taking into account the feast-keepers viewpoint that the Sabbath 
is both a memorial of creation as well as the first of the feasts as 
discussed in Leviticus 23, is a scripturally sound conclusion. 

The feasts in Leviticus 23 need further examining. Some feast-
keepers recently combined Passover with the Feast of 
Unleavened Bread, and begin practising the requirements for this 
festival on 15 Abib (Nisan). This is incorrect in accordance with 
Scripture. Although the week of unleavened bread follows in 
sequence the day after Passover, it still remains a separate feast.   

I will only list five points out of a possible ten, showing that the 
Passover is a separate feast.  

 

 

 

1. The first proof that Passover is a separate memorial 
comes when Moses was told that Israel could not keep a 
feast among the Egyptians. He emphasized twice to 
Pharaoh that he could not stay and hold a feast where Israel 
was living at that time in Egypt, in a region called Goshen:  

"Afterward Moses and Aaron went to Pharaoh and said: 
This is what Yahuwah, the Elohim of Israel, says: Let my 
people go, so that they may hold a festival to me in the 
desert" (Ex. 5:1).  

 

I need to interject at this point. Not all the Feast days are actually 
feasts in the context of what a feast is. Some only facilitate for a 
simple meal, which one could hardly classify as a feast. Feasts 
should rather be seen as days of fellowship set aside specifically 
to worship Yahuwah. One should view the feasts as a spiritual 
rather than a culinary experience of bountiful food. 

Adventists are known for having campmeetings where they have 
spiritual leaders preach to the campers. During this period of 
several days – usually a long weekend – which is a spiritual feast. 

Back to Basics 
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The programme usually starts on a Friday night. Early the next 
morning is “morning manna” which has nothing to do with physical 
sustenance but spiritual feasting. After that is a quick breakfast 
followed by spiritual programmes until lunch which is a moderate 
meal and the rest of the afternoon is packed with more spiritual 
nourishment. A light supper follows and then the programmes 
continue into the night. There is no time for fancy food to nourish 
the body; it is only simple quick healthy cooking that takes place. 
Bear in mind that many of the worshipers are in tents and don’t 
have access to home amenities. 

Recently, I celebrated my seventieth birthday with a score of 
family and some friends. The purpose of course was to rejoice 
together that by Yahushua's grace, I am still in good health. As 
articulated before, meals are places where we meet to learn more 
about the person with whom we are having the meal.  

My older brother brought out some pictures of when I was a 
toddler that I would rather not have him show to the other guests. I 
had very light – almost white – hair in an Afro style. In the 1940s? 
Well you can imagine the laughs and giggles that permeated the 
already pleasant atmosphere. It was all about getting to know 
everyone better. Is that perhaps what the feasts were all about – 
just learning to know one another and particularly God better?  

This was the purpose of these holy convocations; to meet with our 
Creator and to worship Him. The pain and suffering seen 
mentioned in the second proof that the Passover is a separate 
feast, would suggest that it was not a feast in the normal 
understanding of what is regarded as being a banquet.  

 2. Another difference between the two observances is the 
characteristic mood of each. The Passover symbolizes a day 
of suffering and pain, while the Feast of Unleavened Bread is 
a time of joy. Let us detail these differences.  

Two major events contribute to the solemnity of Passover. 
Firstly, Passover is the day that the angel of death passed 
over Egypt destroying all firstborn of both man and beast. 
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Secondly, this is the day that Yahushua our Saviour was 
crucified for our sins, being the only Begotten Son. 

 3. Thirdly that Passover could not be a High Day is that there 
was only one sacrifice offered on Passover, while many were 
commanded for the other feast days. 

In Numbers 28:24-25 Yahuwah commands Israel to offer 
various sacrifices during the Feast of Unleavened Bread: 

 "In this way prepare the food for the offering made by fire 
every day for seven days as an aroma pleasing to Yahweh; it 
is to be prepared in addition to the regular burnt offering and 
its drink offering. On the seventh day hold a sacred assembly 
and do no regular work." 

 

 4.  A fourth fact is that Passover is never called a Sabbath or 
High Day. In Exodus 12:25-26 and Exodus 13:5 Passover is 
called a "service."  

The Hebrew word for service is abodah No. 5656, in Strong’s 
Concordance, and is defined as "work of any kind." How 
could the Passover be a Sabbath when the Hebrew word that 
depicts the Passover means to engage in work? Work is 
strictly prohibited on a Sabbath or Feast High Day. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5.  A fifth and often overlooked criterion for Passover as a 
non-High Day is that the Passover is referred to as a 
Preparation day for the Feast in the New Testament.  

In Mark 15:42-43 Joseph of Arimathaea asks for the body of 
Yahushua the day before the first high Sabbath of the Feast 
of Unleavened Bread: “And now when the even was come, 
because it was the preparation, that is, the day before 
Sabbath, Joseph of Arimathaea, an honourable counsellor, 
which also waited for the kingdom of God, came, and went 
boldly unto Pilate, and craved the body of Jesus.  
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In describing the feasts in Chapter III, although the Feast of 
Pentecost was fifty days after the Feast of Unleavened Bread, it 
only had a partial fulfilment as typified in the early rain experience. 
The complete fulfilment will be at the harvesting of souls at the 
end of time just before the second coming typifying the latter rain. 

The last three feasts will find their fulfilment in the future. The 
Feasts of Trumpets and Day of Atonement are to be fulfilled at the 
second coming and the Feast of Tabernacles will be celebrated in 
Heaven.    

Feast-keepers insist that although the first three feasts were 
fulfilled over the weekend of the crucifixion and resurrection and 
the partial fulfilment of Pentecost; the second purpose of 
Pentecost, the Feasts of Trumpets, Day of Atonement and 
Tabernacles are still future, how can it be said that they were 
terminated at the Cross? They further claim that one can’t discard 
the first three or four and only keep the last three. It seems that it 
is a question of either one does not keep the feasts or keep all of 
them as a unit, including the Sabbath. This appears obvious 
considering they were dealt with as a combined unit in Leviticus 
23. This requires serious contemplation. 

Furthermore, the candelabra in the temple had seven lamp 
holders and the middle one is larger than the other six. The 
spiritual meaning of this is that the first three portrayed the spring 
feasts; the larger centre one Pentecost because its double 
fulfilment and the last three the autumn (fall) feasts. 

The feasts are often referred to as shadows pointing to the Cross. 
Now there cannot be a shadow unless there is an object casting a 
shadow. Should one follow a shadow to its source one would 
naturally find its origin. The feasts that are still to be fulfilled also 
find their source at Calvary. There would be no purpose for any of 
the feasts were it not for the Cross. 

Whether we look forward from the Old Testament to the Cross or 
look backward from the present era and looking forward to the yet 
unfulfilled feasts; they are all shadows of the Cross. It depends on 
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which side of the Cross we stand determines where the shadow 
falls. It seems to make sense.  

With these added thoughts we have to consider whether the feast-
keepers have gained another point in their favour or not. You be 
the judge, or should Yahushua be the Judge? And if He is the 
Judge, then will He judge us for keeping or not keeping His 
feasts? That question my friend lies between you and your Maker. 
In whichever way you see it; the Holy Spirit will be at your 
conscience. Please do not grieve Him by rejecting what He has 
put into your mind. The sin against the Holy Spirit cannot be 
forgiven. 

The bottom line in the whole dispute of whether non-feast-keepers 
or feast-keepers are correct in their understanding of post Cross 
Scripture; lies basically in the correct interpretation of Gal.4; Col.2; 
and Eph.2 as heretofore discussed. As has been established in 
the previous chapters and those going forward for those who care 
to read further, Christianity through the centuries has by and large 
misinterpreted these three portions of scripture, relevant to the 
law, which as we have read, impacts on the aspect of the feasts.  

Having pitted the two sides against each other, I have found as a 
current non-feast-keeper, that the evidence based only on the 
above three portions of the New Testament alone, has cast ample 
uncertainty on the contribution by the non-feast-keepers to the 
debate.  

My quest to establish more evidence in trying to settle the matter 
and to avoid an impasse must go on into the next phase of the 
book.   

  

 

 

Back to Basics 
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    Skeleton in the Conference 

 
Up to now I have been bringing as much to the fore pertaining to 

the feasts that is found in the word of Yah to be able to make an 
informed decision of whether feast-keeping is still mandatory or 
not. What has been discussed should be of interest to all who 
claim to be children of the King, and who have a great 
appreciation for the salvation Yahushua offers to all those who 
accept Him as their personal Saviour. 

As a long standing member of a group of Christians who oddly to 
some people worship on a day different from that which is 
traditionally followed by most of the rest of Christianity, which I 
now wish to address. It is upon those who worship on the Sabbath 
(Saturday) instead of Sunday that my focus will now be for the 
rest of the book concerning the subject of feast-keeping. This 
does not mean that the information to be imparted and discussed 
will not be of interest to continue reading to the conclusion of the 
book; however there are some disturbing points that are raised. 
Going forward is not for the sensitive mind. 

In order to understand the contextual setting to the discussion 
which follows, I need to provide some background on the people 
who are mentioned. 

The name Ellen White or EG White is a pioneer of the Seventh - 
Day Adventist movement which was officially established in 1863 
by predominantly Protestants with most of them being Methodists 
and Baptists. She was born into a Methodist family and when she 
was nine years old, having completed only three years of 
schooling, she was struck in the face by a stone thrown by one of 
her schoolmates. As a result of this, her health deteriorated to the 
point where she developed tuberculosis. 

Five 
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When she was twelve years of age she accepted the Lord as her 
Saviour and was baptized by emersion as a member of the 
Methodist church. With difficulty she served God whilst her 
condition worsened. Later on, after she and her parents attended 
an evangelistic meeting run by the Baptist, William Miller, they 
were disfellowshipped by their church. Can you imagine it? 

She later drew attention when she was given a vision by God 
followed by total healing, which resulted in a lifelong service to the 
Lord of seventy years until she died at eighty-seven. During her 
life she was given over two thousand visions and dreams. These 
visions brought new light and guidance to the church that would 
require changes in some of the church’s beliefs.  

Ellen White handwrote over 100,000 pages of 25,000,000 words, 
from which over a 120 books have been published and 4,500 
manuscripts and articles printed, of which much of her material, 
particularly regarding aspects of prophecy, education and health, 
was obtained in visions. 

Her most popular book is Steps to Christ which is printed in over 
one hundred languages and is second only to the Bible as the 
most published book. It is quite remarkable that someone who 
only had three years of education could become the most 
published American author and woman author worldwide of all 
time. She has been placed fourth as the most translated writer in 
history after Vladimir Lenin, Georges Simenon, and Leo Tolstoy, 
and given time as the demand for her books is increasing at such 
brisk pace, she will probably go down in history as the most 
published author ever.  

She predicted amongst many, the World Trade Centre (9/11) 
disaster of 2001 in 1901 and in 1903 she prophesied the 
devastating 1906 San Francisco earthquake.  

She advocated the idea of healthful living and promoted 
obedience to the kosher laws of Leviticus 11. Support was gained 
particularly from Dr John Harvey Kellogg whom she assisted 
financially in his tertiary studies to become a doctor. He was the 
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one who developed what is known today as Kellogg’s cornflakes - 
breakfast cereals.  

Many other of her prophesies and accomplishments can be read 
from my book “I Found Grace, Grace In Them Stones” published 
in 2011. 

The next major event is the return of Christ. Ellen White was given 
visions that produced many warnings to God’s people to prepare 
for His return. The book The Great Controversy which she wrote 
over 120 years ago is an accurate and comprehensive work on 
the events that are to effect mankind before the second coming of 
Christ. It covers the Christian era from apostolic times through 
history until the second coming.  

I can only marvel at the accuracy of the fulfilment of events that 
have occurred over the years since my introduction to the book’s 
admonitions. In the last decade the occurrences spoken of have 
become more and more evident and one can see how the 
culmination of the disasters and specific events are coming to 
their finality. To think that she had insight over a century ago into 
issues that people even thirty years ago would not have dreamed 
would happen, are invoking thoughts of astonishment. 

Dr Campbell who is not an SDA has this to say:  

 “I am not aware of anyone who was more on point than 
Ellen White. Given her background she is truly an 
amazing woman … I am convinced that almost 100% of 
her statements are now substantially supported by the 
scientific evidence that has been developed during the 
past 2-3 decades …What I have come to realise, to even 
deeply worry about, is why it is that this message of Ellen 
White and others has been so mislaid on shelves out of 
sight….It is abundantly clear to me that now is the time to 
bring this forward in whatever way each of us are able to 
do”. 

 

In 1888 the topic of Righteousness by Faith became a subject of 
great importance and debate in the history of the Seventh - Day 
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Adventist denomination. This event is popularly referred to as the 
Minneapolis General Conference Session. The focus of the 
subject of Righteousness by Faith was introduced by two 
prominent young theologians within the church, namely Ellet J. 
Waggoner also a medical doctor and Alonzo T. Jones.  

Many church members today can’t figure out what the fuss was in 
regard to this topic, and most of them quite frankly couldn’t be 
bothered. After all, the very basis of Christian theology is about 
righteousness by faith in Jesus Christ. So what was it that the 
General Conference president of the denomination at the time; 
George Butler, Uriah Smith (editor of the Review and Herald), 
Elder Morrison (Iowa Conference president), and many other 
prominent men who were the leaders of the SDA church, have 
against these two young men that they regarded as fanatics and 
young upstarts? Ellen White supported Jones and Waggoner and 
had this to say to George Butler, Uriah Smith, Elder Morrison and 
the others who were heavily opposed to their Righteousness by 
Faith message which they rejected: 

  “An unwillingness to yield up preconceived opinions, and 
to accept this truth, lay at the foundation of a large share 
of the opposition manifested at Minneapolis against the 
Lord's message through Brethren E.J. Waggoner and 
A.T. Jones. By exciting that opposition, Satan succeeded 
in shutting away from our people, in a great measure, the 
special power of the Holy Spirit that God longed to impart 
to them. The enemy prevented them from obtaining that 
efficiency which might have been theirs in carrying the 
truth to the world, as the apostles proclaimed it after the 
day of Pentecost. The light that is to lighten the whole 
earth with its glory was resisted, and by the action of our 
own brethren has been in a great degree kept away from 
the world.”(1SM 234-235) 

As it turned out the Latter Rain which had begun to fall 
was put on hold by God and because of the rejection by 
the leaders, the church failed to cross over into the 
“Promised Land”. Instead they were turned back to 
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wander in the wilderness like the Israelites did at the 
Jordan. “For forty years did unbelief, murmuring, and 
rebellion shut out ancient Israel from the land of Canaan. 
The same sins have delayed the entrance of modern 
Israel into the heavenly Canaan. In neither case were the 
promises of God at fault. It is the unbelief, the 
worldliness, unconsecration, and strife among the Lord's 
professed people that have kept us in this world of sin 
and sorrow so many years.”--Manuscript 4, 1883. (Ev. 
696.2)  

“The time of test is just upon us, for the loud cry of the 
third angel has already begun in the revelation of the 
righteousness of Christ, the sin-pardoning Redeemer. 
This is the beginning of the light of the angel whose glory 
shall fill the whole earth.” (RH 11/22/1892) 

“Charge It Not to God.--We may have to remain here in 
this world because of insubordination many more years, 
as did the children of Israel; but for Christ's sake, His 
people should not add sin to sin by charging God with the 
consequence of their own wrong course of action.”--
Letter 184, 1901. (Ev 696.3) 

The question still remains; what was so grievous about the 
“Righteousness by Faith” message that these two young men 
presented to the church that the leadership rejected?  

Manuscripts that recorded this event were mothballed and have 
subsequently been found; only to discover that some pages were 
missing that were fundamental regarding the subject that was 
under debate at the Minneapolis Conference. These pages have 
only recently been recovered, which revealed that the 
disagreement was over Galatians 4 and once understood 
correctly, the feasts are nuanced in Galatians. I am sure by the 
unpacking of this portion of Scripture; we end up with the feasts 
becoming the whole point that led to the dispute of 1888. The 
question in respect of this event that was so wrong was exactly 
that of Galatians 4. Jones and Waggoner saw this as pagan 
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holydays to which the Galatians returned and not Jewish ones, as 
has been believed by Christianity.   

Satan was defending his very existence, because had the church 
leaders accepted Jones’ and Waggoner’s interpretation of 
Righteousness by Faith with which Ellen White agreed, by stating, 
as I with purpose repeat again:  

 “The time of test is just upon us, for the loud cry of the 
third angel has already begun in the revelation of the 
righteousness of Christ, the sin-pardoning Redeemer. 
This is the beginning of the light of the angel whose glory 
shall fill the whole earth.”(RH 11/22/1892) 

 “Charge It Not to God.--We may have to remain here in 
this world because of insubordination many more years, 
as did the children of Israel; but for Christ's sake, His 
people should not add sin to sin by charging God with the 
consequence of their own wrong course of action.”--
Letter 184, 1901. (Ev 696.3) 

 

As a result of this conflict between the brethren, Jones gave his 
own understanding of what the feast days meant to him. 

 “The Lord Himself had appointed these feast days and 
solemn assemblies, these burnt-offerings, meat-
offerings, and peace-offerings; but now He says He 
hates them and will not accept them. Their fine songs, 
sung by their trained choirs, and accompanied with 
instruments of music, making a grand display, - all this 
that they got off for wonderfully fine music. He called 
‘noise,’ and wanted it taken away.  

He had never appointed any feasts days, nor solemn 
assemblies, nor sacrifices, nor offerings, nor songs, for 
any such purpose as that for which these were being 
used. He had appointed all these as the means of 
worshipful expression of a living faith by which the Lord 
Himself should abide in the heart and work righteousness 
in the life, so that in righteousness they could judge the 
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fatherless and plead for the widow; and so that judgment 
could run down as waters, and righteousness as a 
mighty stream.” (Lessons on Faith p 95-96) 

A contemporary, JN Andrews, after whom Andrews University 
was named, was arguably the brightest theological brain the 
Adventist movement has ever produced. He is said to have been 
able to read the Bible in seven languages and recite from memory 
the whole of the New Testament, from Matthew 1:1 to Revelation 
22:21. He was a president of the General Conference in the 
1860s some twenty years earlier. In respect of Galatians 4 He 
stated: 

 “But if the connection be read from verse 8-11(Gal.4), it 
will be seen that the Galatians, before their conversion, 
were not Jews, but heathen, and that these days, 
months, times and years, were not those of the Levitical 
law, but those which they regarded with superstitious 
reverence while heathen.” J.N. Andrews, “History of the 
Sabbath and the First Day of the Week, page 186, 1883. 

 

During the 1888 disagreement, Elder G.G. Rupert, president of 
the Oklahoma Conference who had accepted the feasts as still 
binding, was dispatched to South America where he preach the 
gospel. As understood, this is where he met with members of the 
World Wide Church of God, the movement started by Herbert 
Armstrong, and there he shared the importance of the feasts 
which they accepted and proclaimed. This movement split after 
the death of Armstrong, where one sector retained their church’s 
fundamental beliefs of which the Sabbath and the feast days are 
part. The other sector abandoned the Sabbath and the feasts.  

I found this to be interesting; they did not only abandon the feasts 
but they also forsook the Sabbath. It is obvious to them that if you 
keep the Sabbath you must keep the feasts as well, but because 
they now rejected the one they rejected all.  

Something struck me when my daughter mentioned that when she 
was in her teens she had a friend who was a member of the 
Armstrong movement as we call them, who asked why Adventists 
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did not keep the feasts, because their prophet, referring to Ellen 
White, kept the feasts. It occurred to me that GG Rupert must 
have conveyed this information to the Armstrong movement for 
such a statement to have been made and perpetuated in our age.  

In the 1840s during the Millerite Period, the seventh-month 
movement rose to prominence as feast-keepers: so-called, 
because October 22 (Gregorian calendar) was the tenth day of 
the seventh month, by Karaite Jewish reckoning. This was a 
movement within the larger movement, for it did not at first have 
the support of the principal leaders. William Miller, Joshua V. 
Himes, Josiah Litch, and others who had been in the forefront of 
the Millerite movement since it first had taken definite shape, 
looked on uncertainly at first, though they did not oppose it. As a 
matter of fact, they did not accept the October 22 date until within 
a very few weeks of that time.The foundations of this movement 
can be traced to studies surrounding the Day of Atonement and 
the controversies about how to interpret Daniel 8:14, which led to 
the Great Disappointment of Oct. 22, 1843, and Oct. 22, 1844.  

Somehow they lost popularity and waned away as a movement. 

Uriah Smith reasoned that the Day of Atonement could be 
observed but that the other six feasts should be discarded. The 
reason for this was that since the Seventh-Month Movement was 
a result of Adventist pioneers studying the feast day calendar that 
God gave Israel, and since God poured out a large portion of His 
Spirit on them when they accepted this teaching, and since the 
Adventist foundational teaching is based on the annual Day of 
Atonement (feast day), why are they so adamant about getting rid 
of these feasts and nailing them to the Cross? Why do they not 
nail the Day of Atonement there also? 

This Day is the very root of the theological tree in Adventism. If 
they discard it they have no reason to be here. When they do 
away with the October 22, 1844 date, they lose all the other dates 
in explaining the 2300 day/year prophecy. Also they lose their 
teaching of the sanctuary and the investigative judgment, and 
there goes the Three Angels Message, etc. They lose their 
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identity as Adventists. So Smith had to keep the Day of 
Atonement intact or quit being an Adventist.  

There are groups popping up who have not only accepted the light 
of the seventh day Sabbath but see that the feasts are part of the 
package. In some cases they have discovered the feast days first 
which has resulted in them accepting the Sabbath – an odd 
phenomenon. I am personally involved with some of these people 
where we are studying the deeper truths of the Bible. Yes, we 
might differ on certain doctrinal points but we have a very 
harmonious relationship. We are all learning from one another, 
where the Bereans’ spirit of studying Scripture has been a 
tremendous blessing.  

Resultant from the sad experience of 1888, the SDA General 
Conference saw to it that Waggoner was moved to the UK and 
Ellen White was exiled to Australia for nine years. As shared 
before; elder GG Rupert was shipped to South America. She said 
that it was not in God’s plan to have her sent to Australia; however 
the work she performed there was estimable. Jones basically left 
the church but continued to faithfully serve the Lord and held to 
his conviction on the sanctity of the Sabbath, sanctuary message 
and the feasts.     

Dr. John Vandenberg is leading the charge with a few scholars 
and pastors by showing that the seventh-month movement should 
never have been buried in Adventist history. Rather, it should 
have been modified to exclude some theological errors. 

(More information on the seventh-month movement can be read in 
the Seventh-Day Adventist Encyclopedia, Commentary Reference 
Series, Vol. 10, pp. 1337-1338.) 

For those who are not familiar with the term Great 
Disappointment, I need to explain that as a result of the 
interpretation of Daniel’s 2300 day prophecy (Dan. 8:14), it was 
identified that, that was the date of the cleansing of the sanctuary. 
This term was understood to mean the cleansing of the earth and 
second coming of Christ on October 22, 1844, which came and 
went, and Jesus Christ did not return as expected, there was a 
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great disillusionment which is now known historically as The Great 
Disappointment. 

A day or few after the disappointment when the faithful continued 
to search the Scriptures for answers to their disappointment, it is 
reported that Hiram Edson was walking with a group through the 
maize (corn) field, when he beheld a vision or impression in the 
sky. He saw Jesus our High Priest moving from the Holy 
apartment of the Sanctuary to the Most Holy.   

This experience was shared with the brethren and it struck them 
that the sanctuary that was to be cleansed was not the earth, but 
the heavenly sanctuary. The date was correct but the location was 
mistakenly wrong.  

The faithful still pursuant of answers to their disappointment were 
led by the Spirit of God to discover texts that gave them great 
encouragement such as, (Revelation 10:9-11).  

 “And I went unto the angel, and said unto him, Give me 
the little book. And he said unto me, take it and eat it up; 
and it shall make thy belly bitter, but it shall be in thy 
mouth sweet as honey. And I took the little book out of 
the angel’s hand, and ate it up; and it was in my mouth 
sweet as honey: and as soon as I had eaten it, my belly 
was bitter. And he said unto me, Thou must prophecy 
again before many peoples, and nations, and tongues, 
and kings”.  

 

Besides the fact that the message of Jesus’ coming was sweet 
and the outcome was bitter, the Scriptures gave them great 
encouragement.  

This realisation gave them a clue that there was a book that was 
to be closed until the time of the end which they discovered was 
mentioned in Daniel 12:4  

 “But thou, O Daniel, shut up the book, even to the time of 
the end: many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall 
be increased”.  
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This awareness brought about an increased study of Daniel and 
Revelation and as a result of this, God began to open the Word 
ever so more as they delved into a deeper understanding of these 
two books that revealed knowledge that was previously obscure.   

There will some who will want to challenge the claims made 
regarding the 1888 dispute. Before going down that route, I 
caution them, unless they have acquainted themselves with the 
Ellen White 1888 Materials of 1841 pages as pictured below, then 
I suggest they please do not venture into such a debate. 

The chances of anyone who has read these volumes or have 
access to them are extremely slim. Should someone perhaps 
think that I could have taken the photo from a website and 
included it in the book, I purposely had my son-in-law a 
professional photographer take the photo of the physical books. I 
have gone through all the pages to acquaint myself with the 
material, in order to satisfy myself that the 1888 disagreement 
was in fact over the feast days.  

                                           

 

 

 

Some quotes by EG White from these volumes appear below. The 
Remez of Hebrew thinking expressed in the 4 levels of Torah is 
quite evident in these selected portions of the 1888 Manuscripts. 

The efforts made here to close every avenue to light and 
truth which is supposed to disagree with the opinions of 
some leading men are very unreasonable. Are these men 
infallible? Has God appointed them as supreme judges of 
how light should come to His people? I say, No.  Page 113 
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If our ministering brethren would accept the doctrine which 
has been presented so clearly – the righteousness of 
Christ in connection with the law – and I know they need to 
accept this, their prejudices would not have a controlling 
power, and the people would be fed with their portion of 
meat in due season. Page 164 

You know that precious light has shone forth in connection 
with the law of God as the righteousness of Christ has 
been presented with that law. Dr Waggoner has presented 
to precious light, not new but old light which has been lost 
sight of by many minds and is now shining forth in clear 
rays. 1888 Manuscripts page 175. 

The Jews’ manner of warfare against Christ was 
objectionable and condemned. If you pursue the same 
course as other denominations have pursued in refusing to 
hear evidence, refusing to investigate anything except that 
which they believed, you will be in the same position 
before God as they were. If the ideas presented before the 
Ministerial Institute are erroneous, come to the front like 
men and present candidly your Bible evidence why you 
cannot see the point as they do. This is your duty. Now is 
your opportunity to have your ideas investigated. Do not 
stand in the position as leaders in the Sabbath school and 
resisting light or views presented by men (Waggoner and 
Jones) whom I know to be agents whom the Lord is using. 
You making of non-effect as far as you can their words, 
and not coming yourself to the light like Christians come to 
the word to investigate it together with humble hearts, not 
to investigate the Bible to bring it to your ideas but to bring 
your ideas to the Bible. It is your duty to do this. Page 529. 
 
Even Seventh-Day Adventists are in danger of closing 
their eyes to truth as it is in Jesus because it contradicts 
something which they have taken for granted as truth, but 
which the Holy Spirit teaches is not truth. Page 1547. 
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  Comparative Quotes 

 

As has been our custom in this dialogue to step back into 

history, it is important to do so again in order to fully understand 
the next portion. Adventists hold strongly to the proven fact that 
the Sabbath was changed to Sunday in 321 AD by Constantine 
and adopted by the Roman Catholic Church as its mark of 
authority to have changed the day of worship. This was 
prophesied by Daniel. 

 Dan 7:17 These great beasts, which are four, are four 
kings, which shall arise out of the earth. Dan 7:25 And 
he shall speak great words against the most High, and 
shall wear out the saints of the most High, and think to 
change times and laws: and they shall be given into his 
hand until a time and times and the dividing of time. 

 

 

What the Adventists generally forget or choose not to 
acknowledge is that in respect of their belief that the Papacy is the 
fourth beast in the four beast dream that Daniel had (Dan.7); the 
beast had only changed the Sabbath to Sunday and the second 
commandment pertaining to the worship of idols that was 
removed and the tenth commandment was split in two to retain 
ten commandments in the Decalogue, they disregard that the 
Papacy also changed the feast days. 

As previously mentioned, at the Council of Nicaea in 325 AD, the 
Passover was replaced by Easter, a day that is dedicated to the 
pagan goddess Ishtar/Astarte. Needless to say, the feast day 
abolition followed and over time Christmas of 25 December, a 
pagan day, was adopted and “baptized” as a day to 
commemorate the birth of Christ. There are so many pagan 
holydays, such as Lent, Valentine’s Day, Palm Sunday, Maundy 
Thursday (The day before Good Friday), Good Friday, Easter, 

Six 
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Whit Sunday, and Christmas. The Catholic Church has holydays 
for the saints as well. There are more saints than days in the year 
so the saints have to share days. Probably the most popular is St 
Patrick’s Day. Although these days are listed, they are not 
universally recognized and where they do apply and celebrated, it 
is merely an acknowledgement and none require the cessation of 
work, except a few such as Christmas, Good Friday, Easter 
Monday and Day of Ascension in some countries.   

None of these pagan holydays coincide with any Biblical feast or 
holydays. One wonders how Yahushua will deal with mankind 
who flaunt their chosen pagan days and ignore His appointed 
convocations.  

 

 

Matt 7:21 Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, 
shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth 
the will of my Father which is in heaven. 

 

What is the will of the Father? Let Scripture be its own expositor. 

 Ps 40:8 I delight to do thy will, O my God: yea, thy law 
(Torah) is within my heart. 

 

 
Yahushua would not have said this if it was not a possibility and 
we can be assured that there will be millions of cases where He is 
going to repeat those words of condemnation. Can we imagine 
the Lord having to say this to us on judgment day and we are 
excluded from His kingdom? We should heed these words and 
work out our salvation with fear and trembling.  

Feast-keepers challenge the non-feast-keepers to the following 
points.  

Christians; and Adventists in particular, frequently quote Isaiah 
8:20, when they stress the importance of the law, which I 
replicate below in the TS98 translation and the KJV respectively. 

 

 Isa 8:20 To the Torah and to the witness! If they do not 
speak according to this Word, it is because they have no 
daybreak. 
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Isa 8:20 To the law and to the testimony: if they speak 
not according to this word, it is because there is no light 
in them. 

 
The majority of those who are fond of expressing this verse see it 
as only referring to the Ten Commandments, whereas the Torah 
from a Hebrew point of view, includes the Decalogue as well as 
the statues and the judgments, which of course contains the feast 
(holydays) as well as other important laws that Christians in 
general accept as part of our obedience protocol that are not 
mentioned in the Ten Commandments, such as marriage, tithing 
and the health laws of Leviticus 11. This is besides fornication, 
incest, rape, bestiality etc., which are not covered by the Law on 
Adultery in the 10 commandments; however, which are in the 
statutes. Kidnapping falls under “Thou shalt not steal”. Is this also 
perhaps the reason why the churches today are adopting 
homosexuality? Were these also nailed to the Cross as they all 
form part the greater inclusion in all the statutes? 

In the same way, the holydays are covered under the fourth 
commandment, the Sabbath commandment. The Ten 
Commandments are simply a summary. We all understand the 
simple two commandments that sum up the Ten Commandments: 
Love God and Love your neighbour as yourself. If something in 
the law shows love to God, your neighbour, or yourself, then it still 
applies! 
 
At this very moment of writing, the city of Houston has issued 
subpoenas demanding a group of five pastors turn over any 
sermons dealing with homosexuality, gender identity or Annise 
Parker, the city’s first openly lesbian mayor. And those ministers 
who fail to comply could be held in contempt of court and go to 
jail. 

Feast-keepers say you can’t make this a smorgasbord of laws, 
regulations and rules to be a buffet where you can pick and 
choose those that you like and reject those you don’t like. They 
say it is all or nothing with God. 

Comparative Quotes 
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 A popular quote that is used to show how the RCC changed 
Sabbath to Sunday is the self-admitting statement by Bishop 
Enright, a leading Catholic in the USA of the nineteenth and early 
twentieth century. 

The first time he made the statement below was in 1884. 

 "I will give $1,000 to any man who will prove by the Bible 
alone that Sunday is the day we are bound to keep. The 
observance of Sunday is solely a law of the Catholic 
Church. The church changed the Sabbath to Sunday and 
all the world bows down and worships upon that day in 
silent obedience to the mandates of the Catholic 
Church." Hartford "Weekly Call," quoting Priest Thomas 
Enright, C.S.S.R., February 22, 1884. 

 

This challenge was repeated again in 1893 and 1905 when in the 
latter case he added:  

 “………the Catholic church abolished not only the 
Sabbath, but all the other Jewish Festivals.” 

 

The last part of this letter is never quoted by Evangelists when 
presenting the Sabbath. Another quote from a Catholic Catechism 
states:  

 “The new law has its own spirit……and its own feasts 
which have taken the place of those appointed in the law 
of Moses. If we would know the days to be observed… 
we must go to the Catholic Church, not to the Mosaic 

law.”(Catholic Catechism)  

 

The feast-keepers use these statements by Bishop Enright to 
support their cause and Ron du Preez simply brushes it away by 
saying that it is a baseless claim by Bishop Enright. It is odd that 
he remains silent on the fact that at the council of Nicaea in 325 
the Passover was changed to the pagan Easter, which backs up 
what Bishop Enright said.  
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For those of the non-feast-keepers and feast-keepers who have 
quoted Ellen White in defence of their divergent standpoints, it is 
important to discuss these for further clarification and therefore 
the comparisons follow. I have to play the feast-keepers advocate 
for the rest of this chapter and the next in order to expose 
erroneous assumptions made particularly by Ron du Preez. 

One of these in support of non-feast-keepers is:  

 In this ordinance, Christ discharged His disciples from 
the cares and burdens of ancient Jewish obligations in 
rites and ceremonies. These no longer possessed any 
virtue; for type was meeting antitype in Himself, the 
authority and foundation of all Jewish ordinances that 
pointed to Him as a great and only efficacious offering for 
the sins of the world. He gave this simple ordinance that 
it might be a special season when He Himself would 
always be present, to lead all participating in it to feel the 
pulse of their own conscience, to awaken them to an 
understanding of the lessons symbolized, to revive their 
memory, to convict of sin, and to receive their penitential 
repentance. He would teach them that brother is not to 
exalt himself above brother, that the dangers of disunion 
and strife shall be seen and appreciated; for the health 
and holy activity of the soul are involved. This ordinance 
does not speak so largely to man’s intellectual capacity 
as to his heart. His moral and spiritual nature needs it. If 
His disciples had not needed this, it would not have been 
left for them as Christ’s last established ordinance in 
connection with, and including, the last supper. It was 
Christ’s desire to leave to His disciples an ordinance that 
would do for them the very thing they needed that would 
serve to disentangle them from the rites and ceremonies 
which they had hitherto engaged in as essential, and 
which the reception of the gospel made no longer of any 
force. To continue these rites would be an insult to 
Jehovah. Eating of the body, and drinking of the blood, of 
Christ, not merely at the sacramental service, but daily 
partaking of the bread of life to satisfy the soul’s hunger, 
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would be in receiving His Word and doing His will. 
(Review and Herald, June 14, 1898)  

Christ was standing at the point of transition between two 
economies and their two great festivals. He, the spotless 
Lamb of God, was about to present Himself as a sin 
offering, that He would thus bring to an end the system of 
types and ceremonies that for four thousand years 
instituted in its place the service that was to be the 
memorial of His great sacrifice. The national festival of 
the Jews was to pass away forever. The service which 
Christ established was to be observed by His followers in 
all lands and through all ages. Desire of Ages 652/653 

The following statement by the same author seems to contradict 
that which is written above, in particular the underlined phrase. 

 The Christian church, on the other hand, who profess the 
utmost faith in Christ, in despising the Jewish system 
virtually deny Christ who was the originator of the entire 
Jewish economy. (ST 14/3/1878). 

 

Let us look at these two opposing points.   

1    To continue these rites would be an insult to Jehovah. 

2 ….despising the Jewish system virtually deny Christ who was 
the originator of the entire Jewish economy. 

The one is an insult to Jehovah and the other is a denial of Christ. 
Which is worse? These cannot refer to one and the same thing. 
The conclusion I have come to, is that in the first statement where 
she refers to the rites, she is speaking about the sacrificing of 
animals not of the feast days per se, whereas in the second quote 
she is referring to the feast days. Applying the second witness 
format to supporting the second statement, we see that she refers 
to statutes which as we saw in Leviticus 23 speak of the feasts. 
There can be no ambiguity in the statement below, what she was 
talking about. 

In the Desire of Ages: The national festival of the Jews was to 
pass away forever. Opposing this is the statement below. The one 
says: 
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1   The national festival of the Jews was to pass away forever. 

2   …..will be honoured throughout a sinless age. 

 

 

 

“From the rising of the sun into going down of the same 
the Lord’s name is to be praised” (Ps. 113:3) ….. “All His 
commandments are sure. They stand fast forever and 
ever”. Ps. 111:7,8). The sacred statutes which Satan 
has hated and sought to destroy will be honoured 
throughout a sinless age. (Patriarchs and Prophets 
342.2) 

 

Wow, throughout a sinless age?! Again the one is referring to the 
sacrificial system and the other refers to the statutes that will be 
kept throughout the sinless ages. 

When Ron du Preez presented his seminar he also quoted in one 
of his slides: To continue these rites would be an insult to Jehovah 
(Review and Herald, June 14, 1898). He cleverly headed it as: 
KEEPING FEASTS: ELLEN WHITE COUNSEL. This was 
misleading, because we have distinctly seen above, that it could 
only be referring to the sacrificing of animals, otherwise Ellen 
White was in contradiction of herself.   
 
The following transcripts in blocks of some of the slides Ron 
showed, need commenting. 
 
Slide one. 

Scripture Prophesied End of Feasts  

Daniel 9:27 states: He shall bring an end to sacrifice and 
oblation”. (i.e. at the Cross). 

*Why does it not say “and the feast days also”?   

** Starting from Leviticus 23:37 (where it proves that the primary 

purpose of the feast days is for sacrifices). Through Jer. 17:26; Ps 

40:6; Heb.10:1; etc., *** it becomes clear that the two pronged 

term “sacrifice and oblation” is simply a common way of 
describing the entire ceremonial system, including all “feast days”.   
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*Yes! Why does it not say “and the feast days also”?  This 
question plays into the hands of feast-keepers.   

  

**Lev. 23:37 These are the feasts of the LORD, which ye shall 
proclaim to be holy convocations, to offer an offering made by fire 
unto the LORD, a burnt offering, and a meat offering, a sacrifice, 
and drink offerings, everything upon his day: 

 

The primary purpose of the feasts is to meet with Yahuwah; a 
point covered in Chapter 4. It does not prove that the primary 
purpose of the feasts is for sacrifices. The purpose of the Sabbath 
is to gather in the presence of Yahuwah, not to sacrifice animals 
which ended at Calvary.  
 
 Heb 10:1 For the law having a shadow of good things to 

come, and not the very image of the things, can never 
with those sacrifices which they offered year by year 
continually make the comers thereunto perfect. 

 

 

Hebrews was written after the Cross; it should say things that 
have come. It would rather imply that it pointed forward to a future 
event.  

The statement *** “it becomes clear that the two pronged term 
“sacrifice and oblation” is simply a common way of describing the 
entire ceremonial system, including all “feast days”, is not clear.   
 
Ron omits to say that he keeps the weekly Sabbath without 
sacrificing, for the sacrifice of animals on the Sabbath was 
required before the Cross as Numbers 28:9, 10 commanded it. 
How does he still justify keeping the Sabbath when the feast days 
according to him and the non-feast-keepers were abrogated.  
 
 9 And on  the Sabbath day two lambs of the first year 

without spot, and two tenth deals of flour for a meat 
offering, mingled with oil, and the drink offering thereof: 

10 This is the burnt offering of every Sabbath, beside the 
continual burnt offering, and his drink offering.  
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 He persistently in the quotes he makes insists that because the 
sacrifices ended, so did the feast days. As a reminder, it 
categorically states without the slightest ambiguity that the 
Sabbath is a weekly feast forming part of the yearly feasts, upon 
which animals were sacrificed and are no longer since the Cross. 
If he is consistent, then why continue keeping the Sabbath?  
 
 Lev.23:1.  

And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 2. Speak unto 
the children of Israel, and say unto them, Concerning the 
feasts of the LORD, which ye shall proclaim to be holy 
convocations, even these are my feasts.3. Six days shall 
work be done: but the seventh day is the Sabbath of 
rest, an holy convocation; ye shall do no work therein: it 
is the Sabbath of the LORD in all your dwellings.  
 

 

The feasts of the Lord are holy convocations. Adventists who 
celebrate the weekly Sabbath cannot claim that it is because it is 
a memorial of creation only; it is also as clearly put, a day of 
sacrificing until the sacrifices ended with Calvary, but does not do 
away with the Sabbath and the seven yearly feasts.  

Several weeks ago when I was taking the Sabbath School class in 
the church, I posed the question: In the Old Testament days when 
they sacrificed animals did they sacrifice animals on the Sabbath 
or not? Out of a group of about fifteen only two said they did, 
which makes one think, how set we are in our ways.  
 

Slide two 

What Does Feast-Keeping Imply? 

The reception of the gospel made [the ritual system with its feasts 
days and sacrifices] no longer of any force. To continue these 
rites would be an insult to Jehovah”.( R&H) 

 

By stating the above; the continual keeping of the Sabbath must 
then also be an insult to Jehovah. This is why the accusation by 
other Christians of inconsistency by Adventist is a valid one.  
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Slide three  

Brief Summary of Fundamentals  

1 “Feasts” were set up for Israel at Exodus 

2 Gen. 1:19. Ps 81; Isa 14 = not feast days 

3 Primary purpose of the “feasts”. Sacrifices. 

4 Feast times are “flexible”. Not moral law.  

5 Feasts were “types”. & to end at the cross 

6 Feast-keeping may be “insult to Jehovah”. 

7 Adventism says feast-keeping has ended. 

 

1. Contextual  

2. I do not see anything about feast days in Gen. 1:19: 

 Gen 1:19 And the evening and the morning were the 
fourth day. 

 

 

Neither does Ps 81 nor Isa 14 champion the cessation of the 
feasts. The only thing I learnt reading Isa. 14: 23 is that a besom 
in English is a grass broom: the word besem in Afrikaans meaning 
broom. 

 
      3. The   primary   purpose   for   the   feast  days  was  not  to  
            sacrifice; point already covered above. 

4.  A risky suggestion which will be addressed in Chapter IX 

5. If feasts were to have ended then the Sabbath, the weekly 
feast should as well.  

6. This has been covered where abrogation of feasts could 
be denying Christ. 

7. This is a broad and unqualified statement. There are 63 
Adventist churches in America alone, keeping the feasts. 
So on whose authority does Ron make the sweeping 
statement that “Adventism says feast-keeping has 
ended”? Yes, the majority perhaps, but not all. 
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Slide four 

By AD 70 Christians quit feast-keeping. 

“At the time of the siege [by the Roman Cestius, the Jews were 
assembled at Jerusalem to keep the feast of Tabernacles, and 
thus the Christians throughout the land were able to make their 
escape unmolested …. [later, when the siege was resumed by 
Titus] the city was invested at the time of the Passover, when 
millions of Jews were assembled within its walls”. (GC 30.2 – 
31.2) 

 
I like the heading to this slide. Ron said that the feasts ended at 
the Cross yet the title he has chosen says the Christians kept the 
feasts until 70 AD. Ouch or is it eish (a South African term)?! As 
mentioned before there is adequate evidence that the feasts were 
still being celebrated by Christians, centuries after the Cross. 

 
Slide five 

Read Scripture Chronologically! 

Polycrates [ca. AD130-196] claims (third hand): John the 
Revelator kept the feasts: 

1 AD 31: Cross; veil torn; sacrifices ended  

2 AD 49: Acts 15 = circumcision “ended”. 

3 AD 55: Apostles making “concessions”. 

4 AD 61: Paul to Colossae Feasts ended 

5 AD 70: Fall of Jerusalem: Only Jews are now keeping 
feasts; Christians flee alive 

 

1. True, sacrifices ended 

2. True 

3. True 

4. Not true 

5. Not true 
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It almost seems that Ron is suggesting that the Jews lost their 
lives because they were still keeping the feasts and the Christians 
gave up by 70 AD and were spared. 

Slide six  

Paul did not bind himself or his converts to the ceremonies and 
customs of the Jews, with their varied forms, types, and sacrifices; 
for he recognized that the perfect and final offering had been 
made in the death of the Son of God”. (LP 105) 

 

Yes the final offering had been made, but there is no mention that 
the feasts ended. 

Slide seven 

“A duty to withstand,…..to expose” 

Ellen White notes that, “Today, as then, there are false spiritual 
guides, to whose doctrines many listen eagerly”. (AA 387.1) 

Then she makes the following challenge: 

“It is the duty of every servant of God to withstand firmly and 
decidedly these perverters of the faith and by the word of truth 
fearlessly to expose their errors”. (AA 387.1). 

 

This slide does not imply that the feast-keepers are false spiritual 
guides. It could just as easily point to non-feast-keepers or at least 
those who vehemently defend non-feast-keeping as false spiritual 
guides. 

Slide eight 

“In every age there is a new development of truth, a message of 
God to the people of that generation. The old truths are all 
essential; new truth is not independent of the old, but an unfolding 
of it”. COL 127 

This is a significant slide. Is the return to feast-keeping perhaps 
merely the unfolding of the gospel? 

 
 



Times, Laws, Calendar 

 

83 
 

Slide nine 

“In the days of Christ these feasts were attended by vast 
multitudes of people from all lands…… If the children of Israel 
needed the benefit of these holy convocations in their time, how 
much more do we need them in these last days of peril and 
conflict”! (6T 39.4-40.2) 

 

This is a very apt and noteworthy statement, which needs no 
further clarification. 

Slide ten 

“Type met antitype” in Jesus’ death. 

In context of people who were mingling Jewish traditions with the 
truths of the gospel”, Ellen White states: They did not realize that 
type met antitype in the death of Jesus Christ …… They could not 
see the perfect fulfillment of the Jewish economy, instituted and 
established by Christ, and pointing to him as the substance”.(FE 
397) 

 

This merely confirms Christ is the antitype of the sacrifices and no 
mention of the abolition of the feasts is made. Just as Yahushua 
came to fulfill the law, He also fulfilled the Jewish economy. 
 
Slide eleven 

“Well would it be if people of God at the present time to have a 
Feast of Tabernacles, a joyous commemoration of the blessings 
of God to us as a people …… We should often bring to 
remembrance…..” 

1. “a” NOT “the” Feast of Tabernacles”.  

2. “a joyous commemoration” figurative. 

3. “often”? Not yearly. [Camp Meeting] 

Ron is splitting hairs, which does not enhance his cause. Let us 
ask why Ellen White would make a statement of this nature. She 
must have identified the benefit of a “Feast of Tabernacles” as a 
spiritually uplifting event, almost as if she was hankering after 
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such an experience as firsthand knowledge or as she identified in 
what value this must have been to the Israelites. One cannot 
make inferences in such a broad statement.   
 
I record the following additional quotes by Ellen White.   
 
 And at the commencement of the time of trouble, we 

were filled with the Holy Ghost as we went forth and 
proclaimed the Sabbath more fully. This enraged the 
churches and nominal Adventists, as they could not 
refute the Sabbat truth”. (EW page 33) 

….it is hard for thee to kick against the pricks (Acts 9:5) 

 

 
What is meant by the Sabbath more fully? I thought Adventists 
particularly, had exhausted the understanding of the Sabbath? 
This is obviously not the case. This fuller understanding of the 
Sabbath, which enraged not only the churches, but nominal 
Adventists as well; is an interesting statement. Why would any 
Adventist, nominal or not, become enraged over something they 
ordinarily accept as a corner stone of their belief structure?  

Some might argue that it is more fully proclaimed in that its 
importance is being spread throughout all forms of communication 
and the media, especially now that we can see the Sunday 
agenda becoming more in our faces. I still can’t see why nominal 
Adventists would be enraged by that. Perhaps non-committal, but 
enraged – no! 
 
Is the now revealed knowledge that the Sabbath is not just the 
remembrance of the creation week and the fourth commandment, 
but is also the weekly feast that is grouped with the seven annual 
feasts that is now being proclaimed more fully? Some non-feast-
keepers as I have personally experienced are pretty annoyed 
which will be evident in a later chapter. 
 
 “In the time of the end every divine institution is to be 

restored. The breach made in the law at the time the 
Sabbath was changed by man, is to be repaired”. (PK 
page 678) 
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This statement is self-evident to a point. What breach in the law at 
the time the Sabbath was changed could she be speaking of? Is it 
just the fourth commandment – it doesn’t appear to be? She says 
every divine institute is to be restored - implying plurality. This 
surely entails more than just the fourth commandment. Four years 
after the Sabbath was changed in 321 AD, the Passover was 
replaced by Easter (325 AD), after which followed the rest of the 
feast days. Only four years apart in the context of 6000 years, is 
effectively: ….. at the time as the Sabbath was changed.  
 
 “The principles set forth in Deuteronomy for the 

instruction of Israel are to be followed by God’s people to 
the end of time”. (PK 570.2) 
 

 

What are the principals set forth in Deuteronomy other than the 
Torah – the law, statutes and judgments of the Lord? 
 
 The Holy One of Israel has made known to us the 

statutes and laws which are to govern all human 
intelligences. These precepts, which have been 
pronounced ‘holy and just and good.’ Are to form the 
standard of action in the home. There can be no 
departure from them without sin, for they are the 
foundation of the Christian religion”. (CG 506.5) see 
Rom. 7:12 

 

  
These are straight words obligating us to keep His statutes and 
laws. She was presenting this counsel for the modern Christian 
age. As sin is the transgression of the law, this would comprise 
the whole Torah which includes the statutes. 
 
 “The Lord Jesus gave these commandments from the 

pillar of cloud, and Moses repeated them to the children 
of Israel and wrote them in a book, that they might not 
depart from righteousness. We are under obligation to 
fulfill these specifications; for if so doing we fulfill the 
specifications of the law of God”. (RH, December 18, 
1894 par. 7) 
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When she refers to We, she is obviously speaking to us. This is 
ever so good counsel that we should fulfill the specifications of the 
law. 
 
 Strict integrity should be cherished by every student.                 

Every mind should turn with reverent attention to the 
revealed word of God. Light and grace will be given to 
those that obey God. They will behold wondrous things 
out of His law. Great truths that have lain unheeded and 
unseen since the day of Pentecost are to shine from 
God’s word in their native purity. To those who truly love 
God, the Holy Spirit will reveal truths that have faded 
from the mind, and will also reveal truths that are entirely 
new”. (Fundamentals of Christian Education p.473) 
 

 

This quotation from Ellen White appears to indicate that truths that 
have faded from the mind and entirely new truths will come out of 
God’s law. 
 
 There is much light yet to shine forth from the law of God 

and the gospel of righteousness. This message 
understood in its true character, and proclaimed in the 
Spirit, will lighten the earth with its glory. The great 
decisive question is to be brought before all nations, 
tongues, and peoples. (This Day With God p 314.1) 

 

 
She again states that much light is yet to shine from the law of 
God and it is so important that it is to be proclaimed globally. 
Considering the lateness of the hour for the return of Yahushua, 
what are these truths from Yahuwah’s law that are to be 
proclaimed worldwide, that will have to be done shortly before the 
Messiah’s return? Could these be the very feast days’ topic that is 
swelling from amongst diverse Christian communities, who are 
discovering the Sabbath and the feasts through personal Bible 
study?  
 
 “Questions were asked at that time. Sister White, do you 

think that the Lord has any new light for us as a people? I 
answered, ‘Most assuredly. I do not only think so, but 
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speak understandingly. I know that there is precious truth 
to be unfolded to us if we are the people that are to stand 
in the day of God’s preparation’”. (SM Vol 3 p 174.1) 

 
Here she confirms that new light will shine forth before the day of 
God’s preparation, which I imagine is His return to earth. She 
goes on to state the following: 
 

 “There are new truths to be revealed to the humble 
seeker. The teachings of God’s word are to be freed from 
the errors and superstition with which they have been 
encumbered. Doctrines that are not sanctioned by the 
Scriptures have been widely taught, and many have 
honestly accepted them; but when the truth is revealed, it 
becomes the duty of every one to accept it. Those who 
allow worldly interests, desire for popularity, or pride of 
opinion, to separate them from the truth, must render an 
account to God for their neglect.” (Spirit of Prophecy, Vol. 
4, p. 186) 

 

 
These are extremely telling words that those who are guilty will 
have to give to God an account of their negligence. Does that 
mean they will forfeit salvation? 
 
 “The great statute-book (EGW is referring to Scripture) is 

truth; and truth only; . . . Satan claimed to be able to 
present laws which were better than God’s statutes and 
judgments, and he was expelled from heaven.” Review & 
Herald, 6-17-1890 
 

 

 Some feast-keepers may want to latch onto this quote and try 
and claim that the feasts were being kept in Heaven before the 
fall. That I think would be stretching the point somewhat and 
should be read in context. 
 
 In these last days there is a call from heaven inviting you 

to keep the statutes and ordinances of the Lord. (Signs of 
the Times. Vol. 2, page 184, 3rd col. 1888) 
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“During the loud cry...the light of present truth will be 
seen flashing everywhere...The Word declares: ...’I will 
put My Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in My 
statutes’ (Ezekiel 36:25-27) This is the descent of the 
Holy Spirit, sent from God to do it’s office work....“As 
men, women, and children proclaim the gospel, the Lord 
will open the eyes of the blind to see His statutes, and 
will write upon the hearts of the truly penitent, His law.” 
Review & Herald, “The Closing Work”, 10-13-1904 

 
From the above quotation it is quite obvious that His statutes and 
His law are synonymous which are referred to as the Torah. 

 The forces of the enemies are strengthening, and as 
people we are misrepresented; but shall we not gather 
our forces together, and come up to the Feast of 
Tabernacles? Let us not treat this matter as one of little 
importance, but let the army of the Lord be on the ground 
to represent the work and cause of God in Australia. Let 
no one plead an excuse at such a time. One of the 
reasons why we have appointed the campmeeting to be 
held at Melbourne is that we desire the people of that 
vicinity to become acquainted with our doctrines and 
works. We want them to know what we are, and what we 
believe. Let everyone pray, and make God his trust. 
Those who are barricaded with prejudice must hear the 
morning message of this time. We must find our way to 
the hearts of the people. Therefore come to the 
campmeeting, even though you have to make a sacrifice 
to do so, and the Lord will bless your efforts to honour his 
cause and advance His work. (Bible Echo and Signs of 
The Times, Dec 8, 1893, Come to the Feast). 

 

Bear in mind a campmeeting is not a convocation but a 
convocation is a campmeeting. It seems that Ellen White, in the 
quote above, after being banished to Australia continued her 
support for feast-keeping, where it appears she may have 
received some opposition as well. To placate Ron; please note 
the definite article “the” Feast of Tabernacles ….is used above 
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and not just “a” Feast of Tabernacles as he used in Slide Eleven 
quoted earlier. 

 In consequence of the continual transgression, the moral 
law was repeated in awful grandeur from Sinai. Christ 
gave to Moses religious precepts which were to govern 
the everyday life. These statutes were explicitly given to 
guard the Ten Commandments. They are not shadowy 
types to pass away with the death of Christ. They were to 
be binding upon man in every age as long as time should 
last. These commands were enforced by the power of 
the moral law, and they clearly and definitely explained 
the law”. (Review and Herald, May 6, 1875 par,10) 

 

 
The above extract is so meaningful and must confidently bury the 
argument put forward by non-feast-keepers who believe in the 
divinely inspired writings of Ellen White. It is so plain and clear 
that even a pre-teen would understand. This extra Biblical 
statement must be the coup de grâce. Feast-keepers must be 
saying “check mate”.   
 
A beautiful quote that springs to mind that is found in “Christ’s 
Object Lessons” on page 49 by EG White is recorded below. 
 

In every age there is a new development of truth, a 
message of God to the people of that generation. The old 
truths are all essential; new truth is not independent of 
the old, but an unfolding of it. It is only as the old truths 
are understood that we can comprehend the new. When 
Christ desired to open to His disciples the truth of His 
resurrection, He began “at Moses and all the Prophets” 
and “expounded unto them in all the scriptures the things 
concerning Himself”. Luke 24:27. But it is the light which 
shines in the flesh unfolding of truth that glorifies the old. 
He who rejects or neglects the new does not really 
possess the old. For him it loses its vital power and 
becomes but a lifeless form. 
 

Here are some wise words from the Scriptures. 
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 Psalm 19:7-10.  

7 The law (Torah) of God is perfect, converting the soul: 
the testimony of the Lord is sure, making wise the simple. 
8 The statutes of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart: 
the commandment of the Lord is pure, enlightening the 
eyes. 9 The fear of the Lord is clean, enduring forever: 
the judgments of the Lord are true and righteous 
altogether. 10 More to be desired are they than gold, 
yea, than much fine gold: sweeter also than honey and 
the honeycomb”.  
 

 Ezek 20:24  

Because they had not executed my judgments, but had 
despised my statutes, and had polluted my Sabbaths, 
and their eyes were after their fathers' idols. 

 

 

Some examples of Statutes and Judgments in The New and Old 
Testaments are tabulated below. 

New Testament  Old Testament 

• 1 Cor. 5:1   • Deut. 27:10 
• 1 Cor. 6:9,10   • Lev. 20:13 
• 2 Cor. 6:16   • Deut. 7:3; 22:10 
• Rom. 2:29   • Deut. 10:16 
• James 2:8   • Lev. 19:18 
• Matt. 22:37   • Deut. 6:5 
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  Ron’s Book  

 
During the month of March 2014 Prof Walter Veith who is 

internationally known for his seminars on religious matters was 
asked by the Pietermaritzburg SDA leaders to share his viewpoint 
on the feasts. I don’t think that his presentation was what most of 
the members who were completely against feast-keeping were 
expecting. They were looking for a total denunciation of this “evil” 
practice. Basically, all he said that although he personally does 
not believe that he should keep the feasts, that it was a personal 
matter for the individual. Because the topic was becoming an 
issue in the church they felt it should be banned. After Walter’s 
unbiased and very Christlike presentation some members were 
not satisfied, so they invited Ron du Preez whom as we have 
seen is outspoken against the feasts. This of course was what 
many of the congregation were looking for. They now had the 
support for their viewpoint to now point out the error of those who 
were beginning to see the validity of feast-keeping.  
 
As I mentioned in the last chapter, I will continue to play the feast-
keepers’ advocate. 
 
After having watched Ron’s slide presentation supporting the non-
feast-keepers, I must confess that, although I had been reading 
and studying the topic for a while, I was convinced that the status 
quo shall remain and I will not be keeping the feasts. 
   
Something however said to me that I should not be complacent by 
accepting Ron’s presentation without further research. After all, 
should he be wrong and the matter is of salvific value, then I 
would have placed my eternal life in the hands of a human being. 
  

Seven 
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The more I continued my research, having read no less than 8 
books by recognized scholars and viewed hours and hours of 
videos and read internet articles to the point of exhaustion; the 
more I began to become uneasy and realized that there were 
cracks and large ones at that, in his presentation of the feast day 
conflict.  

 
Not only did I examine the content of his presentation which has 
been as I believe, adequately covered in the previous chapter, but 
I have taken the time to read his book “Feast-Keeping and the 
Faithful”, which covers the points presented in his slide show and 
much more. I must compliment Dr du Preez on a very deeply 
researched and detailed exegetical effort in compiling such an 
informative work. 
  
Despite the excellence of the book, it is somewhat daunting to the 
average reader to digest, who would need to have sufficient 
knowledge of both Hebrew and Greek to fully understand and to 
be able to rebut any statements, which even many theologians 
don’t have. If the aim of the book was to reach the general 
Christian community in order for it to be convincing that the feasts 
have been abrogated, then I think it has somewhat failed in its 
purpose. 
 

I felt rather hesitant to include the material about the 400/430 
years in bondage of the Israelites in Egypt in fear of losing my 
audience, but felt it might be useful for the more studious mind to 
read and understand. In the same manner, I could have included 
many more of Ellen White’s quotes to rebut the limited number 
used by non-feast-keepers, but I believe the point has been made.   
 

Salesmen, of which I am essentially one, are taught certain core 
principles in the selling process, of which one never sells the 
steak but only the sizzle. It is not strange for someone to see a 
raw steak or any food that has not yet been prepared, not to be 
invoked to want to eat it. However, how often do we walk past a 
delicatessen or into the kitchen only to smell the enticing aroma of 
food being cooked without visually seeing the victual? We are sold 
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on the smell not the sight, in most cases and except in things of 
aesthetic appearance.  
 

Ron has through his book done a great job in selling the steak and 
not the sizzle. When I buy a car; quite frankly I couldn’t care much 
about what is under the hood. I think most people are like that, 
who are more concerned about appearance, performance, 
economy, comfort etc. He has through his book sold the engine 
and all the details about its functional features in order to deliver 
the performance we as average people are more interested in. 
 
Not only has Ron tried to sell the steak or car engine but he has 
provided too much information. Let me elucidate: it is known that 
when you present your sales pitch to a potential buyer, provide 
him with sufficient information to be adequately enlightened to 
make an informed decision to purchase. Once he has bought, you 
show him the additional benefits to fortify the sale. During the 
sales process you must be attentive to buying signals. Too many 
would-be-salesmen waffle on long after the buyer has indicated 
his intention to buy and through that, talk themselves out of a sale. 
 
This may have been a quick lesson on some basic salesman 
skills, but let us not digress from our subject matter.  
 
I do not intend to bore you with a detailed exegetical response to 
each aspect of the book through nitpicking, but to merely cover 
those issues that highlight his argument in favour of not keeping 
the feasts. 
 
In order to set the foundation, he gives a lesson on structural and 
systematic Bible study which is usefully informative. He continues 
to discuss in depth the inaccuracies of Strong’s Concordance as a 
reference for Bible study. He goes into deep detail in selling the 
steak, stating how many blood vessels there are and how much 
fat there is and whether it is rare, medium or well-done etc. I don’t 
wish to sound unkind but he picks on Strongs’ erroneous 
clarification for instance of the Sabbath and its importance. He 
uses this to discredit the feast-keepers viewpoint that supposedly 
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uses Strongs frequently to stress certain points that support their 
stance. It is a question of throwing the baby out with the bath 
water. 
 
By stating that Strongs is an unreliable reference source because 
of perhaps a few discrepancies does not mean that the entire 
Strongs’ Concordance should be totally discarded. Ron also 
makes out that the King James Version of the Bible is so incorrect 
that it is an unreliable version with which to do Bible study. 
Contrary to his claim it has been regarded by most theologians as 
the best English translation of the Septuagint (The Greek 
translation of the original Hebrew from which it has been 
translated into English). One may Google the topic to obtain more 
information. Whenever he is out maneuvered with a statement 
from Strongs, which is a source used by all theologians I know, 
except Dr du Preez, he cries foul that it is an inadequate and 
misleading research tool. In other words it infers that Dr du Preez 
is more reliable than Strongs. It is like we are playing chess but 
you can only use draughts’ (checkers) pieces whilst I use 
chessmen.   
  
Every time a feast-keeper uses a Scriptural or spirit of prophecy 
quote (Ellen White), Ron claims it is metaphorical, but none of the 
quotes he uses can be symbolic. This is like a little boy that when 
he is losing a game he cries foul or supposedly injures himself 
and claims he was handicapped by his injury and that is why he 
lost and not because he was not good enough. A few minutes 
after the game; he has forgotten his injury and runs around 
proving he had no injury in the first place. It is like playing football 
where he can wear boots and the feast-keepers must play 
barefooted.  
 
Dr Walter Veith’s book the Battle of The Bibles also in DVD format 
confirms that the KJV is still the most accurate despite certain 
inaccuracies of which one, I mentioned in chapter II. All other 
English translations have far greater errors in translation and 
some in fact have omitted actual verses that are in the original, 
which the average Bible student would not even pick up.  
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Something odd I observed is that Ron mentions that Ellen White 
used more than ten versions of the Bible to do her studies and 
research. As far as I know there were not more than three English 
versions available in her time. He has done some commendable 
research on the feast issue, but then he makes some inexplicable 
statements that even I noticed which brings me to a point; 
because most of his arguments against feast days are debated on 
a level that the majority fears to even question him on; they rather 
remain silent. I suppose with my limited theological insight and 
training, I should also keep quiet, but then there is a force driving 
me to address what I see as inconsistencies in some of Ron’s 
arguments; for instance quoting Scripture and spirit of prophecy 
that supports rather the position of feast-keepers than non-feast-
keepers. 
 
By discrediting Strongs and the KJV he implies that they are so 
unreliable that they should be disregarded when doing in depth 
Bible study. This is like saying because over 90% of Christians 
are in error for worshipping on the wrong day for instance; their 
entire theology on salvation is to be rejected. Adventists know and 
admit that despite the doctrinal errors in the various Christian 
faiths and including theirs as this book is busy unravelling, that the 
basic teaching of salvation through faith in acceptance of Jesus 
Christ as Saviour through His shed blood and resurrection, is the 
fundamental principle to receiving eternal life. (John 3:16)     
 

Ron has gone in depth using up six pages into trying to prove that 
Mo’ed (Mo’edim) (Discussed in the chapter II) do not necessary 
mean the feast days. He extrapolates that Mo’ed could refer to 
other events not related to the feasts. Inasmuch as some of these 
points might be true they do not negate the fact that Mo’edim by 
and large do refer to these appointed times. If he was to lay these 
points before a Hebrew scholar of Jewish birth, I am sure the 
explanation could be totally different. Without sounding 
judgmental, I sometimes see that his interpretations go according 
to the gospel of Ron du Preez.    
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Ron quotes Joseph Milgrom as having said: “the onset and the 
close of the sabbatical year is by the lunar calendar, which is 
determined not by God, but by Israel” Hello, who created the 
moon, God or Israel? Not a clever remark. Yes, Israel determines 
the feasts by the moon as instructed by Yah in accordance with 
the moon He created. After all, as we know by now that they were 
Yahuwah’s feasts given to Moses to tell Israel to keep. 
 

He uses 1 Sam. 9:24; 13:8, 11; 2 Kings 4:16, 17 to support the 
fact that the feasts were appointed by Israel and not by Yah. 1 
Sam. 9:24 and 2 Kings 4:16, 17 are not clear at all. 1 Sam. 13:8, 
11 states:  

 8 And he tarried seven days, according to the set time 
that Samuel had appointed: but Samuel came not to 
Gilgal; and the people were scattered from him.  
 

11 And Samuel said: What hast thou done? And Saul 
said: Because I saw that the people were scattered from 
me, and that thou camest not within the days appointed, 
and that the Philistines gathered themselves together at 
Michmash.  
  

 

This is so vague and had appointed is not in the original. He 
seems to use much dubious material to support his stance; yet he 
will discredit texts used by feast-keepers such as the following 
one, supposedly used by some feast-keepers to back their theory 
that even Joseph kept the feasts as expressed in Psalm: 81:4, 5. 
 

 4   For this was a statute for Israel, and a law of the God 
of Jacob. 5 This he ordained in Joseph for a testimony, 
when he went out through the land of Egypt: where I 
heard a language that I understood not.  

 

 

He says it is metaphorical to which I agree (Joseph symbolizes 
Israel), yet he uses the previous verses above, to prove that 
Samuel appointed the feast, which distinctly is not the case and 
does not prove anything. If anything the feast-keepers have more 
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of a chance of the above verse being accepted than Samuel’s 
appointing of the feast verse.  
 
Dr du Preez uses clever strategies to back his standpoint, which if 
you are not observant you won’t easily pick up his cunning act. He 
persistently refers to Moses’ feasts when Leviticus 23 distinctly 
says they are Yahuwah’s feasts. By repeatedly referring to them 
as Moses’ feasts he subtlely brainwashes his readers where they 
eventually accept it as such. The more one repeats a lie; in the 
minds of people it is eventually accepted as truth.   
 
If reference is made to someone else as ordaining the feast, one 
should see this as metaphorical as well. I am sure we all have at 
some stage either bought a house or motor vehicle or both. We 
always refer to it as our house or my car, when in fact it belongs to 
the bank until paid for. If you don’t agree, try skipping three 
months payments and the bank will be on your doorstep to claim 
its property. Moses’ feasts or whoever might be referred to as in 
the case of Samuel giving the date should be seen as symbolic. 
They will always and I mean always be Yahuwah’s feasts even 
when they are celebrated in Heaven; yes Heaven.    
 

From the pen of inspiration Ellen White states: 

 “The instruction which Moses gave to the children of 
Israel concerning the statutes and the precepts of God, 
did not originate with Moses, but with the God of 
heaven.” Review & Herald, 7-15-1890 
 

 

 “The words of Moses to Israel, concerning the statutes 
and judgments of the Lord, are also the word of God to 
us,...” Signs of the Times, 3-21-1895 
 

 

These quotes are as plain and simple and without ambiguity. Who 
are us? It can only mean those living in her day and obviously 
today and into the future, who are of the remnant. 
 
To the next statement Ron pulls out his now commonly used 
metaphorical argument against it. To me it is quite clear that she 
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meant what she was saying, not only for now but into the future; 
even into Heaven will the Feast of Tabernacles be celebrated as 
we will read further. 
 
 “At these yearly assemblies the hearts of old and young 

would be encouraged in the service of God, while the 
association of the people from the different quarters of 
the land would strengthen the ties that bound them to 
God and to one another. Well would it be for the people 
of God at the present time to have a Feast of 
Tabernacles - a joyous commemoration of the blessings 
of God to them. (Patriarchs & Prophets pages 540/541)  

 

After his metaphorical comments to the above portion, he omits 
the quote below from the same page which no one can deny the 
Feast of Tabernacles’ future role and that it is not metaphorical.  

 "The Feast of Tabernacles was not only commemorative 
but typical. It not only pointed back to the wilderness 
sojourn, but, as the feast of harvest, it celebrated the 
ingathering of the fruits of the earth, and pointed forward 
to the great day of final ingathering, when the Lord of the 
harvest shall send forth His reapers to gather the tares 
together in bundles for the fire, and to gather the wheat 
into His garner." 
Ellen G. White, Patriarchs and Prophets, The Annual 
Feasts, page 541  

 

 
Again, I remind you that holy convocations only refer to the 
Biblical feasts. 
 
 “Shall not the people of God more frequently have holy 

convocations in which to thank God for His rich blessings 
(Counsels to Parents, Teachers and Students, page 
343). 
 

 

 "Let all who possibly can, attend these yearly gatherings. 
All should feel that God requires this of them. Come, 
brethren and sisters, to these sacred convocation 
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meetings, to find Jesus. He will come up to the feast. He 
will be present, and will do for you that which you most 
need to have done. These campmeetings are of 
importance." Ellen White, Testimonies, vol. 2, pages 573-
576 

 
I repeat, a campmeeting is not a convocation but a convocation is 
a campmeeting. 
 
Again, Ron continues his metaphorical argument by saying that 
Yahushua did not mean it literally when he said the following: 
 

 Jesus saith unto her: Woman, believe me, the hour 
cometh, when ye shall neither in this mountain, nor yet at 

Jerusalem, worship the Father. (John 4:21). 

 

 

By making this claim he is once again preparing his readers to 
accept his gospel and tries to convince them that the pilgrim 
feasts had to be kept in Jerusalem. He takes his cue from “Desire 
of Ages” pages 447, 448 (EG White) where it states that the 
feasts were held in Jerusalem. It is obvious that it was the case 
because that was where the temple was. Since the diaspora 
feasts could be held anywhere. If one reads it carefully it does not 
imply that the feast must be held in Jerusalem.   See Endnote 

The same author in Acts of the Apostles, p. 389/390, says Paul 
wanted to, but could not go to Jerusalem this particular year 
because of a plot on his life. So, at Philippi, a place that did not 
then and still does not have an Israelite synagogue, Paul kept 
Passover and the Feast of Unleavened Bread with Gentiles. If the 
only reason Paul was going to Jerusalem was to preach the good 
news to unconverted Hebrews, but not to keep the feasts himself, 
why then, without an assembly of Israelites in sight, does Paul still 
keep these two feasts with his Gentile converts? Paul, by keeping 
the feasts named in the covenant (Exodus 23:14-15) even with 
Gentiles, is displaying spiritual integrity. In a place where no 
Israelite could witness or judge his behaviour, Paul still obeyed 
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the command of Yahuwah. This is a considerable indictment 
against non-feast-keepers. 
 
The simple reason was that Paul taught the Philippians and all his 
other converts to do as he did, and as Jesus did for that matter. 
Those things, which ye have both learned, and received, and 
heard, and seen in me, do: (Philippians 4:9), (see also Philippians 
3:17, I Corinthians 4:16 and I Corinthians 11:1). It certainly was 
not a cultural thing, a habit hard to break. Remember, culture 
prohibited Israelites from keeping feasts with Gentiles. These 
feasts were being kept by Paul decades after the Cross and 
teaching his converts to do as he did, as he was taught by 
Yahushua. 
  
Can you believe it? Ron who has used EG White’s quotes out of 
context to support his viewpoint now says that in connection with 
the above statement it does not agree with Scripture. She was 
merely amplifying the account in the book of Acts. I’m lost for 
words. 

He makes another controversial statement by saying …. To 
observe a feast day without a sacrifice is an illicit and illegitimate 
invention of human beings, contrary to the Bible. What a lot of 
hogwash. I have just shown above that Paul kept the feast with 
the Gentile Philippians and that would have been without 
sacrificing. I must again remind the reader that the weekly 
Sabbath was a high day of slaughtering animals yet Ron himself a 
Sabbath keeper does not sacrifice animals. So, in his statement 
above he impeaches himself. Yahushua never participated in the 
slaughtering of animals yet kept the feasts. In the second century 
Polycarp and Polycrates in the third century, the Scots a thousand 
years after the Cross all kept the feasts without sacrificing 
animals. These facts Ron conveniently ignores.   

A glaring deceptive piece of Ron’s handiwork is the following 
statement he surreptitiously concealed in his end notes on page 
128. As I mentioned in my foreword, very few people bother to 
read bibliographies, footnotes and endnotes, which I am 
convinced Ron is aware of and that is why he hid the comment 
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where it was unlikely that someone would trip over it.  Read 
further. 

 23. Incidentally, note also, that Gal 4:10 uses kairos 
(time), and mēn (month, not neomēnia, i.e. “new 
moon”), etc., none of the terms used in Gal 4:10 line 
up with the normal words for the Jewish festivals. The 
context in Galatians also supports the view that this 
was a calendar from pagan past of these Galatian 
believers (see Gal 4: 8-10; cf 1:11- 2:9). 

 

This was not a mistake; he purposely did this to mislead the 
reader in order to defend his stance on the feasts. It is an 
admission that Gal. 4:10 is speaking of pagan festivals not Jewish 
feasts, as non-feast-keepers claim it to be. This is just another 
one of his sneaky wiles. Here is someone caught with his hands in 
the cookie jar. 

Having hidden this statement in the crevices of his book has 
destroyed its integrity. All the hard work in producing such a well-
researched volume has effectively been imploded into a worthless 
exercise. 

As shared before, Ron has at times used references that support 
rather the stance of feast-keepers than that of non-feast-keepers. 
This is like giving away an intercepted try for the opponents to 
score under the posts, or kicking the ball into one’s own goal net.   

This unfortunately brings discredit to those who endorsed the 
book, which seems to prove that it is not the content but the extent 
of the research that was done for which he deserves praise that 
his assenters gave their thumbs up to.   

Before I close this chapter on Ron’s book I submit the following 
quotes from Ellen White followed by final comments about Ron. 

 “There are new truths to be revealed to the humble 
seeker. The teachings of God’s word are to be freed from 
the errors and superstition with which they have been 
encumbered. Doctrines that are not sanctioned by the 
Scriptures have been widely taught, and many have 
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honestly accepted them; but when the truth is revealed, it 
becomes the duty of every one to accept it. Those who 
allow worldly interests, desire for popularity, or pride of 
opinion, to separate them from the truth, must render an 
account to God for their neglect.” Spirit of Prophecy, Vol. 
4, p. 186 

 

 “We [SDA’s] have many lessons to learn, and many, 
many to unlearn. God and heaven alone are infallible. 
Those who think that they will never have to give up a 
cherished view, never have occasion to change an 
opinion, will be disappointed. As long as we hold to our 
own ideas and opinions with determined persistency, we 
cannot have the unity for which Christ prayed.” Review & 
Herald, 7-26-1892 

 

 “There is no excuse for anyone in taking a position that 
there is no more truth to be revealed, and that all our 
[SDA] expositions of Scripture are without error. The fact 
that certain doctrines have been held as truth for many 
years by our [SDA] people, is not proof that our [SDA] 
ideas are infallible. Age will not make error into truth, and 
truth can afford to be fair. No true doctrine will lose 
anything by close investigation.” Review & Herald, 12-20-
1892 

 

 
If the feasts were nailed to the Cross, then why does James White 
join his wife in his belief that the annual campmeetings were 
Feasts of Tabernacles, as noted below? 
 
"As he brought his report of this, the first campmeeting of the 
season, to a close, James White made this enlightening comment: 
 
 `This excellent meeting, with all its labour of preparation, 

anxiety, preaching, hearing, exhorting, confession of sins 
and want of Christ, its tears, deliverances, and joys, is 
now past. 
 
Those parents who brought their children to the meeting 
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and saw them converted, and take the baptismal vow, 
are now glad that they brought them. 
 
Those who did not bring their children regretted their 
mistake. These annual feasts of tabernacles are 
gatherings of the greatest importance; and there should 
be a general turnout of all who may be benefited.-James 
White, Signs of the Times, June 8,1876.'" 

 
 Christians who extol Christ, but array themselves against 

the law governing the Jewish church, array Christ against 
Christ." (Ellen G. White, Second Advent Review and 
Sabbath Herald, May 6, 1875, The Law of God). 

 

 
 "In the time of the end every divine institution is to be 

restored." (Ellen G. White, Prophets & Kings, p  678). 
 

 

The Feast of Booths was a time of living in temporary shelters. 
This was a symbol of having no earthly home. This may be the 
time of the rapture. The seven days of the Feast of Tabernacles 
may be spent in transit to Heaven. 
 
Ellen White makes an interesting statement from one of her 
visions, which has a compelling relationship to the seven days of 
Tabernacles. 
 
 "We all entered the cloud together, and were 7 days 

ascending to the sea of glass, when Jesus brought along 
the crowns and with his own right hand placed them on 
our heads."  (Ellen G. White, The Day-Star, January 24, 
1846) 
 

 

To sum up the contribution by Dr du Preez, in which no less than 
five peers with doctorates approve his book, it is obvious that it is 
from a well-researched point of view and not for its Scriptural 
accuracy. 
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In his condescending brashness he vitiates Dr Samuele 
Bacchiocchi and Dr Walter Veith in an open seminar as inferior 
scholastically, despite the latter also being a non-feast-keeper.  
 
Ron’s conduct reminds me somewhat of Thomas Edison who is 
alleged to have tried a 1000 times before he succeeded with 
inventing the light bulb. The difference is that Edison succeeded; 
whereas Ron is still grovelling in the dark with 999 times still to go, 
trying to get his non feast day theory to work, because there is no 
light in his theology. 
 
I can accept if someone does not believe in keeping the feast 
days. That is between him and his Maker, but what is totally 
unacceptable is that he would stretch his failed attempt at 
convincing the more discerning person of his non-feast-keeping 
view point, by adding insult to injury in promoting Christmas and 
Easter to a point of nausea.  

Let us not kid ourselves, there is no such thing as a non-feast-
keeper amongst all religions. We either keep Yahuwah’s feasts or 
pagan feasts, even amongst Christians.  

Ron attempts to justify the celebration of Easter as a wholesome 
activity in commemoration of Christ’s resurrection, a command 
Yahushua never sought his subjects to observe other than in the 
Passover and the Feast of First Fruits. 

He nostalgically relates his childhood where he and his friends 
used to hunt for Easter eggs and the fun they had and how that 
reminds him of the resurrection. This is reminiscent of the soldier 
with a deck of cards who professed that it was his prayer book. 
(Google “Deck of Cards prayer book”) Such flagrancy does not 
change a prayer book into a Bible. 

As William Shakespeare put it: A rose by any other name would 
make it smell just as sweet. The obverse also applies; a pagan 
holiday given a Christian name does not change it, it is still a 
creation of Lucifer the devil who has besides his evil angels, 
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human brainwashed-in-tradition-henchmen that do his work 
willingly.   

I recall as a child we fondly celebrated Guy Fawkes Day in 
commemoration of the infamous attempt at blowing up the British 
houses of parliament. We would go in gangs to the homes in the 
village to collect money or goodies which we divided amongst 
ourselves after the night’s outing with a fanfare of fireworks. This 
was similar to Halloween’s trick-or-treat. If they could have found 
a way that these occasions could have been connected to some 
Christian event, then would Ron justify it? Any pagan event that 
man through tradition, to which he sees fit to apply a Christian 
nomenclature, baptizes it and gives a fuzzy feeling, is in order for 
Yah. What utter garbage. Not all who say Lord, Lord will enter the 
kingdom of heaven (Mat.7:21) 

The JPEG below puts it all in a nutshell. I am extremely saddened 
by these diabolical teachings that are being fed to our children 
and are promoted by theologians with doctorates and PhD’s. We 
may as well throw in Halloween, Harry Potter and Voodoo-ism 
with many more into the witch’s cauldron of wicked broth and sing 
our way merrily to hell. 
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This is not about trying to apply a holier than thou mentality, by 
saying to people not to experience joy and happiness during 
Christmas and Easter, but please don’t associate them with the 
birth and resurrection of Jesus respectively. And don’t feel out of 
place by singing carols commemorating Yahushua’s birth at other 
times during the year; after all we sing the Rugged Cross and 
other associated hymns commemorating his death and 
resurrection throughout the year; why can’t we sing hymns about 
His birth all year round? You see how inconsistent we can be. And 
then we have some that are so against Christmas that they refuse 
to preach a Christmas sermon or sing carols over the festive 
season. Let us not be spiritually constipated or heavenly minded 
that we are of no earthly good. Such rigid mentality does not carry 
the true spirit of Christianity. Would it not be pleasant to have the 
spirit of Christmas all year round – people of all faiths just seem 
more pleasant over the festive season.   

We are often so sure of ourselves and so eager to express our 
own opinions that we are not interested in learning from others. 
Our closed minds go along with open mouths. This is a deadly 
combination. We should be careful not to apply this mindset, 
especially on a topic that we are convinced we are right about. 

After all, haven’t we all at some point felt very strongly about a 
subject only to find, later on, that we were wrong? This doesn’t 
mean that we should be wishy-washy in our views; it means only 
that we need some humility, in that none of us has all the right 
answers, and even when our answers are right, truth is often 
deeper and more nuanced than we can appreciate or understand. 
 
So often as our human nature allows us to be; when we discover 
something new, that seems all we can think and talk about for 
some time: we share this with all and sundry. As the old adage of 
wisdom says, we should keep and do things in moderation. 
Inasmuch as feast keeping is becoming a buzz word in certain 
circles we should focus our attention on weightier matters. After all 
our prime mandate is to maintain a relationship with Yahushua 
and spread the gospel through our love for others and uplift 
society, especially the poor. Let not fanaticism occupy our minds.  
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When we become more passionate about the salvation of others, 
more than they do about their own salvation, only then in humility, 
can we claim salvation for ourselves. 
 
Some might consider me harsh towards Ron du Preez, but I 
cannot agree with his theology, which he unfortunately tends to 
force upon his audience. Quite frankly I have a great liking for him 
as a person and anyone who knows him will agree that he is a 
very pleasant and amiable person. Besides, he is a childhood 
friend of immediate family. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ron’s Book 
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   The Inquest  

I am distressed by the tragic event that took place at Trelawney 

SDA Church, Pietermaritzburg at a business meeting on 
Wednesday 20 August 2014 where the only item on the agenda 
was to decide whether to discipline Br H, because he was alleged 
to have promoted feast-keeping. As we will see, the meeting fell 
extremely short of following correct parliamentary procedures.  

I might have had second thoughts of including this most 
unchristian occurrence in my book, but was reminded what Dwight 
Eisenhower said; that If the holocaust was not recorded then 
someday it will be denied that the event ever took place. Thus I 
believe this will be the only record of the meeting or at least the 
accuracies of the deliberations of that unfortunate night.   

After Ron du Preez’ visit that convinced almost everyone, 
including myself for a while of the position not to acknowledge 
feast-keeping; some however continued to maintain their personal 
conviction to keep the feasts such as Bro H who runs “Life 
Enrichment Ministries” bookstore. Because the pastor was 
displeased with Bro H’s expressed standpoint in favour of feast-
keeping, he summoned the church board to take disciplinary 
action against him. The pastor claimed that his belief was contrary 
to the church’s position on the feasts, despite there being no such 
ruling, because as previously mentioned there are 63 feast-
keeping Adventist congregations in the USA. This is supported by 
the official Seventh-Day-Adventist stance on the subject as can be 
seen under Annexure I. 

The Conference president (bishop) Dr Clifford Nhlapo and a 
conference colleague were present at the proceedings, with the 
former chairing the meeting.  

Eight 
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I must first address the absence of a fundamental Christian 
approach to the whole disciplinary process. Not once before this 
meeting was Yahushua’s counsel as recorded in Mat.18 applied. 
Under these circumstances it would obviously have been 
awkward to have the one on one approach used, failing which 
then a witness would be engaged.  It would have therefore been 
in order for those in the church who were “offended” to refer the 
matter to the church board, because he had supposedly 
“offended” numerous people. 

The appropriate course of action would have been for a group of 
“offended” people to gather informally with Bro H to point out his 
error. Because of the nature of the complaint, or rather dispute, 
which was a theological one and not that of sin, the obviously 
correct way, would have been to challenge him by virtue of a 
Biblical study on the subject and point out his error from Scripture. 
Unfortunately for his accusers, he would have whipped them 
purely on a superior knowledge of the subject and they would 
have had egg on their faces, because none of his faultfinders are 
adequately equipped to debate the topic Biblically. Not only would 
the members who were opposed to his “new light”, but the pastor 
and even the president, who displayed a very poor knowledge on 
the topic of feasts, be put to shame, which I will amplify upon later. 

In view of the above, before Ps Nhlapo ever agreed to chair the 
meeting he should have asked the local pastor whether anyone 
had sat down and discussed the matter with the “erring” brother. 
This was his first mistake. His second mistake was that he did not 
first check the official standpoint of the church. 

I suppose in order to set an atmosphere of goodwill; Ps Nhlapo 
shared with us his recent trip to the Holy Land which took some 
10 minutes.  

In accordance with the SDA church manual an accused 
brother/sister may lean upon witnesses to support him/her. A 
brother who drove some 500 kms and I, were invited as 
witnesses. Firstly we were told that because we were not 
members of that congregation we could not sit in on the meeting 
and would have to remain outside until we were summoned. 
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I need to place the meeting in context. Ordinarily at a business 
meeting all baptized church members are invited to attend. A 
business meeting is the highest authority for any decisions to be 
made in the church and supersedes any church board decisions. 
It is therefore quite obvious that non-members should not have 
access to information that is discussed pertaining to that specific 
congregation, which is acceptable and fair.  

Although a request for my membership to be transferred to 
another congregation, the “incoming” congregation’s pastor and 
board had just received the transfer request, which is nearly four 
months after the meeting in question and nearly twelve months 
after I requested my membership be moved. So technically I was 
still a member, yet I was refused access to the meeting.    

During this procedure of ascertaining who may or may not be 
present, one of the brethren who was preparing for baptism and 
was yet not a registered member was told to leave.  

Again, we need to consider the contextual nature of this particular 
meeting. There was no other item on the agenda other than the 
disciplinary matter in question and was a special business 
meeting for this purpose alone. So there were no other private 
church matters to address that could cause a conflict of interest. 

Here was a brother who had been preparing for baptism and 
already tithing for some time. Would it not have been Christlike if 
not only common decency to have allowed the man to stay; after 
all, the topic to be discussed would have aided him in his beliefs 
of what the church stands for, although not listed under the 28 
fundamental beliefs of the church?  

I wonder what went through his chagrined mind as he left the 
meeting. He probably had the right to think that you Ps Nhlapo 
have just spent 10 minutes elaborating upon your recent trip to 
Israel at the cost; drawn probably and proportionately from my 
tithe?  

I have seen less offended than this leave the church. Praise God 
that he has not. Is it possible that through Nhlapo’s myopic 
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attitude, we could have lost a soul? Some may be in defence of 
the ill applied church manual ruling. It is shameful that not one 
member in that meeting of around 30 people raised a request for 
him to stay, considering the nature of the assembly.  

All that is necessary for the triumph of evil is that good men do 
nothing” (Edmund Burke). There were a lot of good men and 
women that night and they did nothing. 

 
During these proceedings our brother from 500 kms away and I 
were outside the room, which has large windows, so we could see 
what was going on. When we ventured too near the windows we 
were shooed away by some brethren like crows. I sense you can 
see I am laughing while I am typing these words; truly a woeful 
bunch that are under the law. Tragically they probably have never 
really experienced the freedom of being in Christ. Although they 
preach the Sabbath they don’t know what the rest is all about.  

I was both sad and infuriated by the worst display of chairmanship 
I have ever encountered in my whole life. I have attended over a 
thousand meetings, both in the church and at secular corporate 
level, and both, also at national level. To say it was a disgrace is 
an understatement. Dr Nhlapo may have a doctorate in 
theological studies, but his conduct as chairman left a lot to be 
desired, which showed that he was quite out of his depth and his 
knowledge on the aspect of feast days was simply abject.  

Some who were present and might read this will probably say I 
am exaggerating. Although I was not allowed in the meeting, I saw 
much and I have a voice recording of the whole proceedings of 
three hours and thirty-seven minutes, which as punishment I 
listened to on Christmas day. Had one listened to it, one would 
actually realise how bad the meeting was conducted. 

Once the proceedings got under way after forty seven minutes 
from the time the meeting began, deciding who may and who may 
not attend the meeting, Nhlapo allowed what I call the pallbearers 
to make their censorious remarks against Bro H. They were there 
to carry Ananias and Sapphira away but this time the shoe of 
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hypocrisy was on other feet. The chairman continued to allow the 
barrage of pallbearers’ remarks and questions to strike their 
blows.  

It was only after a while that someone very dear to me interjected 
and asked when is the “defence” going to have an opportunity to 
have something to say. Nhlapo recollecting his thoughts said: Oh 
yes! and gave Bro H a chance to respond. He would however not 
allow us, the two witnesses to say anything to support Bro H.      

Nhlapo in his cross examination could not quite understand 
whether Bro H was marking, keeping the feasts or merely 
observing them. I could not help but giggle as he tried to discern 
what the difference is, if any: short of asking Bro H from what 
distance do you observe the feasts? -  At close range or through 
your binoculars from a hilltop? Surely, keeping or observing in the 
Biblical or legal context of law means one and the same thing and 
is used interchangeably.   

Nhlapo then gained confirmation that Bro H did not slaughter 
sheep in his backyard. Before one judges the man for this third 
world questioning, one must understand that although 
slaughtering animals in one’s backyard in a municipal area is 
illegal, one must realise such a comment in context. 

About eighteen years ago shortly after Mandela’s new 
government took charge, blacks began buying property in 
traditionally white suburbs, which became quite novel. A black 
pastor, whom I knew and befriended of another Christian 
denomination, invited me to his house he had bought in an 
upmarket suburb. A few months later there was a front page 
report in our local newspaper where the neighbours were in outcry 
over the fact that he slaughtered an ox in his backyard, obviously 
related to ancestral worship. Those who are not accustomed to 
the dominating tribal culture in our neck of the woods: breaking 
the law is a recreational past time.  

One has to realise that for Ps Nhlapo to have posed this question 
was in line with black customary practice and thinking, so such a 
question was not out of order. On the other hand, were he to deny 
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that his question was related to a cultural connection, as he does 
not believe in ancestral worship, since he has a full understanding 
of the state of the dead, then that would expose his limited Biblical 
knowledge on feast-keeping.  

What is the worst between these two unenviable choices is 
anyone’s flip of the coin? 

Notwithstanding, it was quite evident from his cross examination 
and as said before, that he projected a poor knowledge on the 
subject. One would have thought that he would have at least 
prepared himself as chairman on the topic to be discussed.  

On a few occasions one of the brethren drew attention to the 
incorrectness of procedures in accordance with the church 
manual. Nhlapo was quick to sweep these under the carpet and 
refused to discuss them. He would waffle on and later quote the 
church manual when it suited him. The bias was quite evident. 

The meeting did not want to be seen as “charging” Bro H, as it 
seemed to be a harsh way of articulating the accusations, and as 
much as his accusers tried to rephrase the accusations it still 
boiled down to Bro H being charged and as much as they tried to 
sugar coat the terminology it just did not hang well. 

On three occasions Bro H implored the meeting to allow his 
witness from afar to support him and all three occasions he was 
refused the request. Once again strong bias against him was 
obvious. 

One of the brethren accused Bro H of continuing to distribute 
feast-keeping material after being told by the church leadership to 
desist. Another brother asked whether he could produce at least 
two witnesses to substantiate his claim to which he couldn’t, 
because he was only stating that on hearsay from them.  

Another brother who is a non-feast-keeper was willing to provide 
written evidence of where he visited members to whom Bro H had 
handed feast-keeping material, to attest that he did not promote 
feast-keeping to them. Except for two who refused to engage, the 
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rest on the list confirmed that he had not. I can also confirm that 
he neither did with me. Nhlapo saw fit to discredit this evidence to 
support Bro H’s cause, despite that it was solicited by a non-feast-
keeper, who at least saw the need to be fair against the accused. 
Nhlapo’s reason was that one can only use this in a secular court 
and not in a church situation. I am sure you can now see how 
prejudiced he was.  

I must add that when new DVDs or books reached his bookshop, 
Bro H would inform people of the latest material which could be on 
any topic even if the material was not in total harmony with church 
beliefs. It was for everyone to decide whether such material was 
spiritually uplifting or not or of sufficient interest to acquire. After 
all, each individual is mature enough to be able to decide for 
themselves and have the right to read or view what they wish.    

Having mentioned being prejudiced and biased, it is again 
essential to digress momentarily by reflecting on the statutes that 
non-feast-keepers say do not form part of the Ten 
Commandments. If, as we have read thus far, the charge made is 
that the feast days do not as a subcategory form part of the Ten 
Commandment law, they undoubtedly form part of the Torah of 
which the Ten Commandments, statutes (feast days) and 
judgments are contained therein. In order to make such 
allegations, the non-feast-keepers should clearly establish the 
basis of their reasoning, which they don’t. 

If one were to view the twenty-eight fundamental beliefs of the 
SDA Church as their “commandments” which are subservient to 
the Bible and the Ten Commandments; how do they justify their 
claim that non-feast-keeping forms part of its beliefs outside the 
twenty-eight fundamental beliefs? By stating this, they are 
subconsciously trying to say; as there are statutes and judgments 
to the Decalogue, there are “statues and judgments” to the 28 
fundamentals, of which at least one says that feast-keeping does 
not form part of the SDA doctrines. Annexure I disproves such a 
notion. It is an unwritten law amongst agitating non-feast-keepers. 
There is no written subcategory that Adventists don’t believe in 
feast-keeping, yet they want to place the rejection of the feasts, 
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which is not written as in the case of the statutes and judgments 
on equal standing with the fundamental beliefs. Anti-feast-keeping 
in the SDA Church isn’t even an oral commandment. 

Considering the above, it is quite evident that because of neither a 
written nor an unwritten law condemning feast-keeping in 
Adventism, non-feast-keepers merely depend on skewed  
historical evidence that they believe SDA’s were never feast-
keepers and therefore it must be forbidden. 

One of the brethren expressed his concern that a DVD he saw 
mentioned that feast-keeping was of salvific importance. I think it 
is essential to understand what is of salvific value. It is my belief 
that certain Biblical issues are of salvational criteria to some and 
not to others. In order to illustrate my point, I take as an example a 
Jehovah’s Witness who refuses that his child has a blood 
transfusion, based on his spiritual conviction and is told that the 
child would certainly die; he gives in and allows the transfusion. 
His “wrong” action places him in a vulnerable position which 
becomes of salvific importance.  

Should someone decide they want to become a vegetarian for 
spiritual and not necessary health reasons, although they often go 
hand in hand, based on the importance of the body being the 
temple of the Holy Spirit, because the toxins in meat are 
detrimental to the body, and such a person returns to meat eating; 
it could become a salvific issue.  

Many millions of Christians by now are aware that one day 
Sunday laws are going to be enforced as the Mark of the Beast. 
At this point in time, Sunday keeping for those who choose it as a 
day of worship, is not a salvational issue, however when Sunday 
laws are enforced, it will become salvific.   

Salvific issues are not of corporate importance but only affect the 
individual. So if someone says that something is salvational then if 
one is confronted with a choice and the Spirit of Yah convicts one 
of its eternal significance, then that is between the individual 
conscience and the Holy Spirit.     
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Bro H also on two occasions asked whether he could show just 
five power point slides to support his case and was refused by 
Nhlapo, but on the third request when Bro H understandably 
expressed his frustration and much displeasure at the biased 
treatment in not being allowed a single witness or to show a few 
slides, did Nhlapo yield to the request to present the slides.     

After the unpleasantness of the proceedings in which Nhlapo 
repeated himself on several occasions which added to the 
meeting being drawn out, that took three hours and thirty-seven 
minutes to conclude – two hours too long – a motion was 
presented to the floor to vote whether disciplinary action should be 
applied against our brother or not.   

Bro H was asked to leave the meeting and then someone 
suggested that his wife Sr D should also leave because of her 
connection to him; although only he was being “charged” with 
“heresy”. Two people vehemently opposed the suggestion. 
Nhlapo pointed out that it was normal church manual procedure 
that she should also recuse herself. Upon continued protest 
Nhlapo in his self-contained non-committal little world merely 
looked on, probably perplexed at this turn of events. He relented 
and it was decided that she could remain. I was deeply hurt for 
her sake. The immediate as well as consequential damage of an 
unchristlike brashness had caused another blow.  

After another half an hour, yes half an hour’s deliberation after the 
motion was presented, during which time Nhlapo continued 
regurgitating information that had more than adequately been 
covered.  

Eventually the secret vote was cast. Fortunately there were 14 
votes against disciplinary action and 11 votes in favour from the 
pallbearers. The verdict was that no action would be taken, but 
that he should refrain from distributing feast-keeping material. I 
am curious as to think if the vote was against him whether they 
would have given him the choice to recant or be burnt at the 
stake.  
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Notwithstanding his hollow victory they have not lifted his 
suspension – eleven months later. It is quite obvious that they are 
looking for the slightest reason to trump up further charges. This 
would be like the unrepealed Sunday laws in 36 states of the USA 
waiting to be reactivated when the Sunday laws are enforced. 

After all having been said and done, one of the brothers who is 
not a feast-keeper who rightly questioned the hearing on the basis 
of exceeding church protocol, and the way Bro H was being 
treated as a fellow Christian, was subsequently advised that he 
will possibly have to face a church disciplinary hearing for 
questioning the legitimacy of the meeting, which even to the 
untrained mind could recognise its limitations. Who needs the 
pope when you have your own home cultured “popet”? Can it get 
any worse? I wonder what his fate will be. In my understanding, it 
seems as if the pallbearers are still looking for a casket to carry.  

All the members in the 63 SDA churches in the USA are feast-
keepers. They live in harmony with all our non-feast-keeping 
member churches. They form part of the respective conferences 
and support the church in all its programmes and tithe to those 
conferences.  

I need to state that these members are predominantly Jews. 
Some might ask the valid question: why are they not Messianic 
Jews? They have recognised that the writings of EG White as 
prophetic for our time and have embraced her teachings that 
amplify particularly the New Testament through her visions. She 
has been voted onto the list of 100 most influential people in 
American history.     

It seems that our church in South Africa is hell bent to eliminate all 
feast-keepers. It appears to be: recant or leave the church. This is 
an act devoid of any love. The spirit of persecution is alive and 
well in our Conference of the SDA Church. The question is: what 
would our Saviour have done?  
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  Twist in the Tale of Time 

 

As with the previous chapter where I am sure I tread on some 

toes, I am certain that more toes of another kind will be blistered 
as we progress forward to discuss the twist in the story. 

Ron du Preez raised a very valid concern. He said something to 
the effect that the next step that feast-keepers migrate towards is 
observing Sabbath and the weekly cycles of days by means of the 
Lunar-solar calendar, also commonly known as the Creation, 
Hebrew or Biblical calendar, which is resultant from the feasts 
being reckoned by it. Be cautioned this topic is going to open a 
can of worms because few are ready to wrap their minds around 
the subject. This is not going to be a day in Mary’s lamb’s life but 
more like Red Riding Hood being accosted by the big bad wolf. 

As mentioned earlier at the time of Yahushua there were two 
calendars; namely the Julian calendar, then running on an eight 
day cycle, by which the secular Roman economy operated, and 
the Creation calendar by which the Hebrew religious economy 
functioned. 

As we by now know, the Julian calendar was superseded by the 
current Gregorian calendar which was introduced by Jesuit 
astronomer Pope Gregory XIII in 1582 that drives the whole world 
today. 

For those who do not understand how the Lunar-solar calendar 
works, I will provide in summary what it entails. Should anyone 
wish to know more than that which is elucidated upon going 
forward, they can Google: amongst others websites 
http://www.creationcalendar.com/. 

Those who operate their lives in accordance with the Lunar-solar 
reckoning expound their conviction that at creation when the earth 

Nine 
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was created which was void and without form (Gen.1:1), it was the 
“day” before the first day of the week. This “no name day” was 
according to Biblical reckoning a New Moon day. 

Before we express a total confrontation to this thought, in which 
some would frown upon such a presumed assumption, which to 
the normal mind casts reasonable doubt; let us consider this 
perceived way out idea. However, if one were to consider that 
after the first month from creation the second month started with a 
New Moon day and every Creation calendar month after that, then 
by deduction the first month which is recorded in Gen. 1, must 
have started with a New Moon day as well. I can live with that 
consistency, but would need more clarity. 

As some might know, a lunar month has 29 days, 12 hours, 44 
minutes, which is of course calculated by the phases of the moon. 
The month starts with the intercalation (insertion) of a New Moon 
day which is when there is no moon visible. The day after that the 
first sliver (crescent) of the moon appears and that is the first day 
of the week of the new month. Counting from the New Moon day, 
the weekly Sabbath always falls on the following days of the lunar 
month: the 8th, 15th, 22nd and 29th. So, according Lunar-solar 
followers, the Sabbath has been falling on the 8th, 15th, 22nd and 
29th of each Lunar-solar calendar month since creation. 

The diagram below shows visually how the Creation calendar 
would appear today. 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8  

 9 10 11 12 13 14 15  

 16 17 18 19 20 21 22  

 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 (30) 

 

The New Moon day is indicated as 1 
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The resultant problem is that the Sabbath falls on a different day 
each month of the Gregorian calendar, because the New Moon 
day causes it to shift. For instance based on the Gregorian 
calendar, Sabbath could fall on a Monday for the 4 weeks of that 
particular month. The following month it should be on a Tuesday 
for the 4 weeks and the next on a Wednesday and if there are two 
new moons in a Gregorian month, then you have a shift of two 
days in the Gregorian month. 

We will address the complexity of applying this later. One of the 
main questions is that if the Creation/Lunar-solar calendar is not 
operational as was the case in Jesus’ time, when was it changed? 

Whilst Christians were heavily persecuted in the first few 
centuries, the Jews experienced similar treatment causing them to 
be scattered throughout Europe, what is known as the diaspora 
(displacement). Research sheds light on the fact that the change 
to the Creation calendar was made when Rabbi Hillel II and the 
Sanhedrin sat as a body for the last time in 358 AD. They, at that 
time brought in a mathematically calculated weekly cycle as 
opposed to observing the moon. Because of the strong influence 
of the Julian followed by the Gregorian calendar, the shift moved 
away from the “Hillel” calculated calendar, which ended with the 
Jews following the Gregorian weekly cycle and of course the rest 
of the world as well. 

So, what they are saying is that Saturday is not the true Sabbath. 
This deduction would be true being based on the lunar-solar 
reckoning. This leaves us with a few dilemmas, firstly the Lunar-
solar Sabbatarians claim that when Daniel 7:25 speaks about the 
beast attempting to change times and laws, it did not only change 
the Sabbath to Sunday, the Ten Commandments and the feast 
days, but more effectually it changed the whole calendar, so 
Sabbath keepers are not worshipping Yah on a Sabbath in 
accordance with the Creation calendar that was in operation in 
Yahushua’s time. In other words, if Yah’s true children are to be 
consistent, they must move away from the Gregorian based 
calendar. This of course creates logistical problems. 
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As an example, lets us assume according to the Lunar-solar 
calendar, Sabbath falls on a Monday in a particular month and 
next month it is on say a Tuesday; how do you make 
arrangements with your boss to give you off from work on a 
floating Sabbath format? He will think you are insane and you 
would soon be fired. And if you are running a business it doesn’t 
make it any easier.   

Before jumping to the conclusion that the weekly cycle has not 
changed from creation, I would put it to you that according to 
tradition we almost all agree that Yahushua was crucified on a 
Friday, rested in the grave on the Sabbath and rose on the 
Sunday. If this be the case, why if one calculates back to 31 AD 
according to the Gregorian calendar does the day of the 
Crucifixion fall on a Wednesday? This then indicates that the 
Gregorian calendar was out by at least two days measured 
against the Creation calendar. I don’t care how you slice it; the 
Gregorian calendar does not synchronize with the Creation 
calendar, whether it is calculated by the moon or otherwise, 
mathematically.  

We Adventists – notice I have previously been referring to them in 
the third person – are looking down the barrel of a gun. If we have 
to be honest with ourselves and believe that we should shun the 
changes made to the law and times by Catholicism, then the 
Gregorian calendar unequivocally forms part of that. The obvious 
question is how does one establish which is the true Sabbath?  

If the Lunar-solar calendar with its floating Sabbath establishes 
Yah’s true Sabbath there is a question to ask. How does one 
account for the continuous weekly cycle that administered the 
manna that fell six days of the week? Lunar-solar followers say 
that despite the fact that a New Moon day is generally not a fast 
day, it is highly likely that they fasted on the New Moon. The 
following quotes lend support to this possibility. 

 Hutton Webster in (Rest Days., p. 255), proposes  that, 
“The establishment of a periodic week ending in a 
Sabbath observed every seventh day was doubtless 
responsible for the gradual obsolescence of the new 
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moon festival as a period of general abstinence, since 
with continuous weeks the new-moon day and the 
Sabbath Day would from time to time coincide” 

“The sacred festival of the new moon, which the people 
give notice of with trumpets, and the day of fasting, on 
which abstinence from all meats and drinks is enjoined . . 
.” (Philo, Book 26, XXX, 159). 

“Each new moon was celebrated with a fast” (Jewish 
Family Celebrations, p. 35).   

Should the explanation that they fasted on the New Moon day be 
true, it would have prohibited them from looking for manna on a 
New Moon day. There is no Scriptural evidence for this 
explanation. Equally, there is no Scriptural evidence in the New 
Testament that we have to keep the Sabbath, yet we know it is 
still mandatory. Scriptural silence does not determine error from 
truth and visa versa.   

Considering the above enigmatic situation, I equally present 
another puzzling one. I have often wondered that within a couple 
of weeks of the manna ending after they crossed the Jordan that 
Yah instructed them to march round Jericho once a day for six 
days and seven times on the seventh day. Obviously from the 
cognitive mind, one of those days had to be a Sabbath. It is not 
however necessary that it was the last day on which the walls of 
Jericho fell. 

Lunar-solar observers provide a solution to this apparent 
inconsistency on the part of God. They say that the first of the 
seven days was a New Moon day and then followed the first to the 
sixth day; the day they marched around the city seven times, 
causing the walls to collapse was the preparation of the Sabbath 
and the next day they rested on the Sabbath. Thus through this 
whole process of seven days, not one of those days was a 
Sabbath. 
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In the book of Jasher which has been referenced in Josh. 10:13 
and 2 Sam. 1:18; an obviously reliable source since the Bible 
quotes it, has the following recorded in Chapter 88:11-14 

 11. And the children of Israel kept the Passover in Gilgal, 
in the plains of Jericho, on the fourteenth day at the 
month, as it is written in the law of Moses. 12. And the 
manna ceased at that time on the morrow of the 
Passover, and there was no more manna for the children 
of Israel, and they ate of the produce of the land of 
Canaan. 13. And Jericho was entirely closed against the 
children of Israel, no one came out or went in. 14. And it 
was in the second month, on the first day of the month 
(not week), that the Lord said to Joshua, Rise up, behold 
I have given Jericho into thy hand with all the people 
thereof; and all your fighting men shall go round the city, 
once each day, thus shall you do for six days.  

 

Has it not occurred to us that considering the strictness in 
observing the Sabbath that it was odd that Yah instructed the 
Israelites who were dressed in their battle regalia to march around 
Jericho on the Sabbath, just around a fortnight after the cessation 
of the manna falling? After all, they were probably prepared that 
the inhabitants of Jericho could rain down arrows or spears upon 
them, so they were dressed in appropriate attire for any counter 
attack. However, Yah never ever instructed the Israelites to go on 
an offensive attack on the Sabbath.  

As we have read according to Jasher, manna fell for the last time 
when they were already in Canaan in the plains of Jericho. The 
morrow as referred to would have been a Sabbath. Some two 
weeks later Yah instructed Joshua to march around Jericho on the 
first day of the second month, which as explained earlier in the 
chapter, would have been a New Moon day. This then fits into the 
Lunar-solar calendar followers’ account. Note it was not the first 
day of the week but the first day of the month. 

The biggest difference between the counterfeit pagan 
Julian/Gregorian calendars and the genuine calendar is found in 
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the weekly cycle. The Julian/Gregorian calendars have a 
continuous weekly cycle whereas the original calendar 
established at Creation does not. The weekly cycle restarts with 
each new moon. 

Equally challenging to the Adventist regarding the Feasts in the 
Minneapolis Conference session of 1888, is the case in the late 
1930’s where the General Conference of Seventh-Day Adventists 
had appointed a committee to research the Lunar-solar calendar.     

Grace Amadon (1872–1945), granddaughter of Adventist pioneer, 
John Byington, was invited to attend these meetings because she 
made a distinct contribution to astronomical science by confirming 
the validity of the time prophecies of the Bible.  She was in contact 
with associate astronomers of the United States Naval 
Observatory and several of her articles were accepted for 
publication by scholarly journals.  

Because of the limitation of this book, it does not allow for the 
comprehensive exposition of the history of the Lunar-solar 
calendar, therefore it is strongly recommended that this 
fascinating and most informative account in the history of 
Adventism be viewed on: 

http://www.4angelspublications.com/amadon.php.     

A partial extract of the results of these meetings is presented 
below. 

 Your committee feels that a threefold cord of evidence has 
been woven by these historical and scientific studies that 
is far stronger and may prove of more vital import to this 
movement (Adventism) in stressful days to come than 
anyone perhaps realizes at the moment. The committee 
believes that the hour had manifestly come for a thorough, 
scientific study of these dates and positions that would go 
to the very bottom of the historical and technical evidence, 
and would provide a fully documented, soul-satisfying 
exposition of the subject that will meet every legitimate 
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demand. The importance of our task as a movement, and 
the vastness of our commission, requires just such a 
presentation. Never before has this been worked out in the 
form now presented and in the investigation new and 
invaluable fields of evidence have been brought to light. 
(Dr L E Froom – Chairman) 

These facts are freely admitted by Jewish scholars about the 
calendar change. Rabbi Louis Finklestein of the Jewish 
Theological Seminary of America was selected by the Kehillas 
(Jewish Communities) of the World, as one of the 120 top Jews 
who best represented a lamp of Judaism to the world. In a letter to 
Dr L. E. Froom, dated Feb. 20, 1939, Finklestein readily admitted 
that the present Jewish calendar was fixed in the fourth century. 
(Referring perhaps to Rabbi Hillel II and the Sanhedrin), 
Maimonides and most other Jewish chronologers agree that the 
modern Jewish calendar is based upon the mean motions of the 
sun and moon, the true (calendar) having been set aside.   

This topic was raised again during the tenure of Ps Robert 
Folkenberg Snr. as GC president of the SDA Church.  In 1995, an 
order originating from his office commissioned a study group to 
ascertain how the Day of Atonement was determined in 1844 as 
well as to resolve the effect such calculation might have on the 
seventh-day Sabbath. The study was carried out by about a half a 
dozen top scholars from Andrews University seminary. 
 
It had been expected that the committee would be able to easily 
disprove the idea of the Sabbath being calculated by the ancient 
Hebrew Lunar-solar calendar. However, that is not what 
happened. As the committee members began thoroughly studying 
into the subject of the Biblical calendar used for calculating the 
Day of Atonement in 1844 and the facts of the crucifixion date, 
several of them became convicted of obvious inconsistencies 
revealing that Saturday is not the Bible Sabbath.  
 
Like a team of surgeons who have opened the abdomen of a 
cancer patient: they realize that the operation would be futile and 
just stitch him up again. Unlike in the time of Grace Amadon when 
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World War II prevented any further research; this time it was a 
question of the subject becoming a hot potato; too delicate to 
share with the denomination and ultimately the world. 
  
Dr Jacques Doukhan, Professor of Hebrew and Old Testament 
Exegesis at Andrews University, was the main speaker at 
Worker’s Meeting for the Upper Columbia Conference of Seventh-
day Adventists in August of 2007. The conference was 
considering establishing a church plant in Spokane, Washington, 
to reach Messianic Jews. Doukhan was invited to speak to the 
Conference ministers about the annual feasts. At that time, 
Doukhan acknowledged: “When the Sabbath is calculated by the 
Biblical calendar, it will fall differently”.   

An interesting observation is that during the time of Christ, when 
the Israelites were using the original calendar, handed down 
through Moses; the high priest, who was selected from the ruling 
Sadducee class, was in charge of declaring when a new month 
had begun. The Pharisees, whose traditions of men, Christ so 
emphatically denounced, did not control the calendar. This is a 
very important point, because the mathematical calculated 
calendar that followed the Creation calendar was in all probability 
generated by the Pharisees. 

For the purpose of seriously considering the impact of the 
statements already covered, I need to bring in additional extra 
Biblical comments to shed more light on the matter, which follows: 

 The New Encyclopaedia Britannica says this…  “The 
origin of the calendric system in general use today - the 
Gregorian calendar - can be traced back to the Roman 
republican calendar, which is thought to have been 
introduced by the fifth king of Rome, Tarquinius Priscus 
(616-579 BCE)...  By 46 BCE the calendar had become 
so hopelessly confused that Julius Caesar was forced to 
initiate a reform of the entire system.  Caesar invited the 
Alexandrian astronomer Sosigenes to undertake this 
task.  Sosigenes suggested abandoning the lunar system 
altogether and replacing it with a tropical year of 365.25 
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days.  Further, to correct the accumulation of previous 
errors, a total of 90 intercalary days had to be added to 
46 BCE, meaning that January 1, 45 BCE, occurred in 
what would have been the middle of March.  To prevent 
the problem from recurring, Sosigenes suggested that an 
extra day be added to every fourth February.  The 
adoption of such reformatory measures resulted in the 
establishment of the Julian calendar, which was used for 
roughly the next 1,600 years.” 

“The New Moon is still, and the Sabbath originally was, 
dependent upon the lunar cycle.” (Universal Jewish 
Encyclopaedia, p. 410).   

“…the Hebrew Sabbaton … was celebrated at intervals 
of seven days, corresponding with changes in the moon’s 
phases...”  (Encyclopaedia Biblica, 1899. p. 4180).  

“The Hebrew month is a lunar month and the quarter of 
this period—one phase of the moon—appears to have 
determined the week of seven days.” (Encyclopaedia 
Biblica, p. 4780).   

“… each lunar month was divided into four parts, 
corresponding to the four phases of the moon.  The first 
week of each month began with the new moon, so that, 
as the lunar month was one or two days more than four 
periods of seven days, these additional days were not 
reckoned at all.”  (Universal Jewish Encyclopaedia, Vol. 
10, p. 482. Article "Week"). 

“In the time of the earliest prophets, the New Moon stood 
in the same line with another lunar observance, the 
Sabbath.  Ezekiel, who curiously enough frequently dates 
his prophecies on the New Moon … describes the gate of 
the inner court of the (new) temple looking eastward as 
kept shut for the six working days, but opened on the 
Sabbath and the New Moon.”  (Scribner's Dictionary of 
the Bible (1898 edit.), p. 521). 
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“…The [early] Hebrews employed lunar seven-day 
weeks…which ended with special observances on the 
seventh day but nonetheless were tied to the moon’s 
course.”  (Hutton Webster, in his book, Rest Days, page 
254). 

“This intimate connection between the week and the 
month was soon dissolved.  It is certain that the week 
soon followed a development of its own, and it became 
the custom -- without paying any regard to the days of 
the month (i.e. the lunar month) -- ...so that the New 
Moon no longer coincided with the first day of the month.”  
(Encyclopaedia Biblica, (1899 edit.), p. 5290).  

“With the development of the importance of the Sabbath 
as a day of consecration and the emphasis laid upon the 
significant number seven, the week became more and 
more divorced from its lunar connection...”  (Universal 
Jewish Encyclopaedia: Vol. 10, 1943 edit. Article, 
"Week," p. 482). 

The above quotes are in no wise exhaustive.  

For those who still can’t get to grips with the thought of a New 
Moon interrupting a weekly cycle of 7 days in a lunar month, let us 
consider the case of the land Sabbaths, which are called a 
Shemitah year, that were important enough to the Father to cause 
Israel to go into captivity for 70 years in Babylon, for NOT 
observing them. These land Sabbaths were also in 7 year 
sequences (like the days of a week).  Israel could sow and reap 
for the 6 years, but on the land Sabbath, they were to abstain.  
The Father caused a triple portion of produce to be harvested on 
the 6th year to provide food for Israel during the 6th year, the 7th 
year (land Sabbath) and the first year of the subsequent 7 year 
sequence, since there was no sowing or reaping during the 7th 
year land Sabbath.  Also, there was neither sowing, nor reaping 
during the year of Jubilee.  So the 48th year of the Jubilee cycle 
had to provide produce for FOUR years (the 48th, 49th, 50th and 
the first year of the subsequent Jubilee cycle). 

Twist in the Tale of Time 



Times, Laws, Calendar 

 

130 
 

Just as the New Moon interrupts the weekly 7 day cycle once 
every month, so does the 50 year Jubilee interrupt the 7 year 
cycle after 49 years. As Israel apparently fasted on New Moon 
and therefore did not collect manna on that day, and in similar 
fashion, no one could sow and reap during the 50th year of 
Jubilee, which was like a New Moon in the context of a 50 year 
cycle and was treated as a Sabbath.   

The New Moon days are a third category of day and so is the year 
of Jubilee a third category of year. As the New Moon is not one of 
the six working days of the weekly cycle and it is not the Sabbath 
so also the Jubilee year is not a sowing and reaping year, neither 
is it a 7 year land Sabbath year. (Lev. 25)   

I conclude with a provoking thought. We know that the Bible 
speaks that at the end of time the sheep and the goats will be 
separated. (Mat. 25:31-46) We detect that the sheep represent 
the righteous and the goats the wicked. Interestingly, looking at 
the stars from an astronomer’s viewpoint (not an astrologer – a 
big difference), the Lunar-solar calendar year starts in the month 
corresponding with Aries which is the Ram (sheep) and the 
Gregorian calendar starts in January in the month of Capricorn, 
which is a goat. I do not think that this is coincidental, because 
nothing in Yah’s realm in unintentional. 

With this thought to ponder; are we not beginning to see the time 
when Yah’s Creation calendar (the righteous one) is being 
separated from Satan’s Gregorian calendar (the wicked one), 
which as the wheat and tares have been growing together? Does 
that mean that those who embrace the Creation calendar are the 
sheep and those who stick to the Gregorian calendar are the 
goats? It is for us to prayerfully contemplate the consequences of 
our decisions, which I am sure, could have salvific implications. 
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       Signs in the Heavens 

This chapter may seem as interruptive as Jabez’s prayer in 1 

Chronicles 4:10, which seems out of place between the records of 
family lineages; however I believe it important to include this 
aspect that is apparent in support of feast-keeping   

Despite much evidence that we should be observing Yah’s feasts, 
this issue is not settled in the minds of many.  The debate 
continues but seems to neglect another aspect, a dimension of 
the Sabbath that very few even give thought to.  

Most Sabbath keepers seem to overlook the issue of the 7 year 
land Sabbaths that Yah instructed Moses to observe (Leviticus 25 
2-7).  

Lev 25:2: Speak unto the children of Israel and say unto 

them, When ye come into the land which I give you then 

shall the land keep a Sabbath unto the LORD. 3. Six years 

thou shalt sow thy field and six years thou shalt prune thy 

vineyard and gather in the fruit thereof; 4. But in the seventh 

year shall be a Sabbath of rest unto the land a Sabbath for 

the LORD: thou shalt neither sow thy field nor prune thy 

vineyard. 5. That which groweth of its own accord of thy 

harvest thou shalt not reap neither gather the grapes of thy 

vine undressed: for it is a year of rest unto the land. 6. And 

the Sabbath of the land shall be meat for you; for thee and 

for thy servant and for thy maid and for thy hired servant 

and for thy stranger that sojourneth with thee 7. And for thy 

cattle and for the beast that are in thy land shall all the 

increase thereof be meat.  

Ten 
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Deut 15:1 At the end of every seven years thou shalt make a 

release. 2.  And this is the manner of the release: Every 

creditor that lendeth ought unto his neighbour shall release 

it; he shall not exact it of his neighbour, or of his brother; 

because it is called the LORD'S release.  

Deut 15:12. And if thy brother, an Hebrew man, or an 

Hebrew woman, be sold unto thee, and serve thee six years; 

then in the seventh year thou shalt let him go free from thee. 

The question is: is this still a requirement for the modern Sabbath 
observer? By virtue that it is not practised or really mentioned 
these days, it has become a redundant edict. 

In these portions of Scripture it states that the children of Israel 
were to allow the land to lie fallow during the 7th year of each 
seven year cycle, which previously mentioned is a Shemitah year. 
Not only were they not to till, plant or reap, but the Hebrew slaves 
were to be released and all debt had to be written off. I suppose 
people did not buy slaves or lend money in the last few years 
before a Shemitah year.  

This reminds me of the days when cars retained their shape for 
around five years; you avoided buying one that was nearing its 
shape’s sell-by-date and ideally would buy one at the beginning of 
a new model design.   

In our modern era profit in all forms of business is the prime 
objective and the procedures used to extract the highest 
performance from employees and manufacturing, mining and 
farming methods, bear evidence to the greed of mankind. Many 
businesses operate 24/7, 365 days of the year. There is no 
weekly Sabbath rest. Those Christians who attend church on 
Sundays spend the rest of the day working, or become involved in 
recreational activity and hardly treat it as sacred. This however will 
change. 

The pope will shortly be visiting America where he will in all 
probability encourage the American authorities to bring in Sunday 
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laws in order to “appease” God, who he believes is allowing global 
warming, climate change and other natural disasters, because 
mankind has neglected to keep the commandments, by 
disregarding the “Sabbath”. Ellen White predicted that the pope 
would persuade America to enforce Sunday laws over 100 years 
ago, as recorded in her classic volume “The Great Controversy” 
and elsewhere in her writings. Although mankind has neglected 
observing the Sabbath, it is not Sunday, the day that the papacy 
declared holy when they changed from God’s true seventh day 
Sabbath to the false Sunday “Sabbath”. Those who have deeply 
and sincerely searched the Scriptures know that once the Sunday 
laws are enforced in America, a prophecy that was identified over 
a century ago; Sunday will become the Mark of the Beast and 
those who observe Yah’s true Sabbath will not be able to buy or 
sell, for they have the seal of God which is found in His 
commandments. 

The Shemitah year land Sabbath has also lost its significance in 
mankind’s demanding lifestyle, where it is all about making money 
and there is no time for rest. This brings to mind an important 
event that occurred in 1994, which was a Shemitah year. 

Allow me first to draw attention to Genesis 1:14 which states the 
following.  

And God said, Let there be lights in the firmament of the 

heaven to divide the day from the night; and let them be for 

signs, and for seasons, and for days, and years: 

In Genesis 1:14 as we have read is translated as seasons yet the 
same Hebrew word is translated in Leviticus as feasts. Mo’ed as 
mentioned in the first chapter is a divine appointment. As a 
reminder, the Hebrew word Mikra is translated as convocation, 
assembly or dress rehearsal. 

Also recorded in Matthew 24:29 Yahushua states:   

Immediately after the tribulation of those days shall the sun 

be darkened and the moon shall not give her light and the 
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stars shall fall from heaven and the powers of the heavens 

shall be shaken: 

It is believed by many that this prophecy was fulfilled on 1 
November 1755, when the Great Lisbon earthquake struck 
Portugal killing nearly 100 000 people which almost destroyed 
Lisbon with a tsunami (maremoto in Portuguese). This was 
followed on 19 May 1780 by the dark day in New England, USA, 
when the sun was blackened and the moon appeared as blood. 
Then on 13 November 1833 the stars fell from Heaven which was 
also experienced in the USA. However I am reminded what 
Solomon said in Eccl. 1:9,10. 

 

9. The thing that hath been, it is that which shall be; and that 

which is done is that which shall be done: and there is no 

new thing under the sun. 10. Is there anything whereof it 

may be said, See, this is new? it hath been already of old 

time, which was before us. 

In other words; what has happened will happen again. And 
perhaps we must consider the messages God sends us through 
the heavenly bodies, for if we ignore these, it could be our 
downfall. Coming back to the 1994 incident when 21 fragments of 
the Shoemaker/Levy comet struck Jupiter; this happened on 17 
May 1994 which was the 9th day of the Jewish month of Av in a 
Shemitah year.  

 

If we divide the 21 by 3 we get three periods of 7 (Shemitah) 
years. Seven years after 1994 in the next Shemitah year on Rosh 
Hashanah the 1st day of the Hebrew 7th month, the Dow Jones fell 
7% overnight, which was the greatest fall in the stock market 
history up to that point, until the time it fell on Rosh Hashanah 1st 
of the 7th month in 2008. 

The 2001 stock market meltdown was followed by the 2008 Stock 
Market collapse, both occurring on the exact same biblical dates 
of 29 Elul/1 Tishri, to judge the nation’s financial position for 
disregarding Yah’s Shemitah. Same-sex marriage became legal 
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on 24 July 2001 in the USA in the state of New York under the 
Marriage Equality Act. This was followed by the 9/11 World Trade 
Centre disaster. Is there any significance – you be the judge?  

On 26 June 2015 same-sex marriages were approved for the 
whole of the USA and on 6 July 2015 a red moon appeared just 
over the USA. You can read into this whatever you wish. 

If this 7 year Shemitah pattern is to repeat itself, then 29 Elul will 
fall on Sunday 13 September 2015. If this should be the case, 
could God through this also be venting his abhorrence to Sunday 
worship?   

As a financial advisor who follows the economists’ comments, I 
have come to realise, perhaps we should look to the heavens for 
confirmation as to what the stock market is going to do. 

 

It appears that Yah is definitely sending signs from the heavens 
to warn us of impending financial hardship. In my book “I Found 
Grace, Grace In Them Stones”, I made the following comment on 
page 283.  

 

Not all is well in the financial world. The devastating effects 

of the 1929 depression took years for the economy to 

recover. The sub-prime crash of 2007/2008 was effectively 

worse, of which the after effects linger on, and economists 

are of the opinion that the economies will take at least ten 

years to fully recover. The market is like a wounded animal, 

and any further shocks similar to those mentioned above, 

before its full recovery, will bring the economy to its knees. 

I also said that the US$ will one day crash. Most of my investment 
colleagues disagree with me. With a $17 Trillion American debt, it 
cannot be sustained; the bubble has to burst. And I am still of the 
opinion that the world will never recover if we have another crash 
within the ten years from 2008. Should this happen in September 
2015, which is within the ten years, then this will be the beginning 
of the end of the world, which is a debate for another day.  

Signs in the Heavens 
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 Blood Moons 
Let’s look at another important topic, which is the Blood Moons 
that are causing some excitement amongst certain scholars. 
Some historical background to these strange phenomena that 
appear in the heavens from time to time would help us in grasping 
their importance, as possible signs to be observed and 
understood. 

NASA claims that over the past 5 000 years there has been, on 
average, of one Blood Moon every 1½ years, which is an eclipse 
of the moon, and is caused by the earth blocking the sun from the 
moon. The refracted rays of the sun however do reach the moon 
causing a red effect, very similar to a red sky at sunset.  

The question is; what if any, is the significance of these Blood 
Moons? If we consider the prophetic statement found in Joel 2:31 
as recorded below, is it important to heed this prophetic 
proclamation?  

 

The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into 

blood, before the great and the terrible day of the LORD 

come. 

At times, Blood Moons appear in sequences of four Blood Moons 
over a few years. These are known as a Tetrad. There have 
been 56 (7 X 8) Tetrads recorded in the last 2 000 years, 8 of 
which appeared during the Passover and Feast of Tabernacles or 
Day of Atonement (Yom Kippur) and the next Tetrad is expected 
to occur in 2582/83. These Tetrads have coincided with major 
world changing events. There were no Tetrads in the 1600s, 
1700s, or 1800s. 

 

Five is the Biblical number of Grace  

Six is the Biblical number of Man 

Seven is the Biblical number of Completion  

Eight is the Biblical number of New Beginnings  
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During some previous Blood Moons there have been significant 
events that have impacted greatly on world history. Surrounding 
the period of Christ’s Crucifixion, there seems to have been a 
Tetrad as some websites indicate, although NASA’s website 
shows only two Blood Moons before the Crucifixion, followed by 
two partial eclipses after the Crucifixion, and when Jerusalem fell 
in 70 AD there was a Blood Moon. All these appeared on Yah’s 
Feast days.   

 

162 AD 

 

The first Tetrad after Christ occurred during the height of the 
Roman Empire’s rule. It was at a time of great Christian 
persecution and events beginning in 162 AD resulted in the 
Antonine plague which caused the death of two Roman Emperors 
and an estimated 5 million people, almost decimating the Roman 
army. Historians maintain that the persecution of Christians during 
this period is regarded as the worst in history since the era of 
crucifixions.  

795 AD – 796 AD   

 
A Tetrad occurred on the Jewish Passover and Yom Kippur 
Holidays in 795 - 796 AD while King Charlemagne of the Holy 
Roman Empire established a DMZ buffer between France and 
Spain, ending centuries of Arab invasions into Western Europe. 

842 AD – 843 AD 
 

A Tetrad appeared on the Jewish Passover and Yom Kippur 
Holidays in 842 - 843 AD. Shortly after the eclipses the Vatican 
church in Rome was attacked and looted by an Islamic invasion 
from Africa. 

860 AD – 861 AD 
 

A Tetrad occurred on the Jewish Passover and Yom Kippur 

Holidays in 860 - 861 AD. Shortly after the eclipses the Byzantine 
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Empire defeated Arab armies at the Battle of Lalakaon in Turkey 

and permanently stopped the Islamic invasion of Eastern Europe. 

In 1492 there was a Tetrad during the Spanish Inquisition. They 
expelled all the Jews on the 9th of Av in Portugal in 1493 and 
1494. On July 30th of that year, the entire community of some 
200,000 Jews was forcibly evicted, forced to convert to 
Catholicism, or murdered. Tens of thousands of refugees died in 
the process. The whole scheme was the brainchild of one man, 
the head of the Spanish Inquisition, Father Tomas de 
Torquemada. 

 

King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella who ruled Spain from 1474 – 
1504, took all the Jewish wealth and it is alleged on the one hand 
to have helped finance the exploration of the New World when 
Columbus, a secret Jew, discovered America and many Jews 
escaped to the New World. On the other hand there is belief that 
Columbus was financed by two wealthy Jews who had 
“converted” to Catholicism. Had it not been for this financial 
support, America would not have been populated at that time. 
God turned a judgment into a blessing.  

 

On both occasions when Israel became a nation again in 1948 
and when Jerusalem was recaptured in the Six Day War in 1967 
there were Tetrads appearing in 1949 and 1950 and 1967 and 
1968 and in each case, the 4 total Lunar eclipses occurred in 
succession on the Feasts of Passover and Tabernacles 
respectively, two years in a row. The dates were 13th April and 
7th October, 1949 and 2nd April and 26th September 1950. The 
next Tetrad occurred on 24th April and 18th October, 1967; then 
13th April and 6th October, 1968, also respectively on Passover 
and Tabernacles. It is interesting that the first Tetrad of Lunar 
eclipses in the 20th century occurred immediately after Israel 
became a nation on 14 May, 1948, and the second Tetrad 
surrounded the return of the Old City of Jerusalem to Jewish 
control on 7th June 1967. Tetrads have often occurred before, 
during or shortly after world shattering events. 
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We are currently in a Tetrad phase where three have appeared 
since 2014 with the last Blood Moon of this Tetrad is expected on 
28 September 2015. The significance of the current Blood Moons 
is that the first one in 2014 appeared during Passover and the 
second one in 2014 during the Feast of Tabernacles. The first 
one in 2015 again appeared during Passover and the fourth one 
in September is again due to appear during the Feast of 
Tabernacles.  All of these are total lunar eclipses. A total solar 
eclipse appeared between the second and the last Blood Moons. 
In other words in the middle: after the first two Blood Moons of 
this Tetrad and before the last two.  

Lunar eclipses are usually signs for the Jews and solar eclipses 
are signs for the Gentiles. Although both eclipses have been 
signs for both Jews and Gentiles, I would imagine that the lunar 
eclipses would also apply to Christians who acknowledge that 
they are spiritual Israel, otherwise I would not be writing about 
this. As an example the Tetrad in 1967/8 was a sign for the Jews 
as well as the Gentiles. It was positive for the Jews, as they 
regained Jerusalem and negative for the Gentiles as they were 
whipped in 6 days. The question we must ask is: Is God trying to 
tell us that the Feast days are still important? Considering 
everything we have examined in this publication, I really believe 
He is. 

 

The last Blood Moon of this Tetrad on 28 September 2015 will be 
14% larger, known as a Super Blood Moon, because the moon’s 
orbit is elliptical there are therefore times when it is closer to earth 
when it’s at its perigee, hence it will be larger. This moon will be 
seen in Jerusalem on the Feast of Tabernacles in this Shemitah 
year. The 1949/50 and 1967/68 Tetrads did not occur in a 
Shemitah year, which makes this a unique Tetrad. According to 
my research there has also not been a Super Blood Moon in a 
Tetrad since Christ. 

What is amazing is the probability factor, in successfully predicting 
consecutive Blood Moons to appear on two holydays, beginning 
with Yahushua’s crucifixion and resurrection to the 2014 – 2015 
Tetrad, which is 1 chance in 1.85 X 10 to the 139th power. That is 
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139 consecutive zeroes, whereas the American debt of $17 trillion 
has only 12 zeroes. 

I wonder how many of those who still believe that the Feast days 
have been done away with, can honestly say after this 
information, that there is not compelling evidence in these 
heavenly events to signify their permanence.  

If we believe that Yah never changes and that He is an exact God 
and He is the same yesterday, today and tomorrow, He 
establishes His perfectness in His appointed times. Christ fulfilled 
the Spring Feasts at His first coming and therefore He will fulfil the 
Autumn (fall) Feasts at His second coming.  

Let me recap and flesh this out. (1) The Passover was fulfilled by 
the Crucifixion, (2) the Feast of Unleavened Bread symbolised 
Christ’s body and (3) the Feast of First Fruits His resurrection. 
Pentecost followed shortly thereafter as the early rain and will be 
repeated before His second coming as the latter rain. 

Yahushua’s second coming in the clouds will have fulfilled the Day 
of Atonement, having completed the investigative judgment. Many 
believe that Christ’s appearance will coincide with the Feast of 
Trumpets. The occasion of the Feast of Tabernacles will be when 
the saved will sit at Jesus’ supper table in Heaven. 

Let us reason together, if God is consistent, of which He is and 
saw fit to send two Blood Moons before the Crucifixion and two 
partial eclipses thereafter, there will surely be another Blood Moon 
sign at His second coming, then with conviction, this current 
Tetrad may just be that one, because the next Tetrad will as 
mentioned, only occur in more than 500 years. We must decide; is 
Christ’s second coming imminent, or will mankind have to wait 
another 567 years for the next Tetrad to appear? Where some 
previous Tetrads appeared during and after the historical event, 
the Tetrad that will signify the Second Coming must obviously and 
logically be before the event. To conclude this thought, 
historically, Tetrads that appeared after an event did so, no more 
than two to three years thereafter. 
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Having shared the above paragraph, I need to point out an 
important consideration that should not be overlooked. Although 
NASA claims it has record of all lunar and solar eclipses, Blood 
Moons and Tetrads as far back as 5000 years and can predict 
them 2000 years or more in advance, I don’t believe them to be 
infallible in this. Inasmuch as NASA makes these claims, it does 
not have record of the sun standing still at the time of Joshua 
(Josh 10:13), neither does it have record of the sun going back 
10° in Hezekiah’s time (Isa. 38:8). There is also no NASA record 
in respect of the three hours of darkness when Jesus was 
crucified (Mat. 27:45; Mark 15:33, Luke 23:44-45), or on the Dark 
Day in New England USA, on 19 May 1780. 

None of these dark-portions-of-the-day incidents were solar 
eclipses. Although an eclipse of the sun can take up to a few 
hours to pass, the period of total darkness lasts only a few 
minutes. At the time of the Crucifixion the darkness was from 9:00 
a.m. to 12 noon. In the case of New England total darkness was 
from approximately 11:00 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. It became so dark that 
people could not see their hands before their faces. The cows 
came home and the chickens returned to roost. The frogs and 
crickets became vocal during this time of eerie darkness.  

Since there was an unnatural darkness of the sun at the 
Crucifixion, one should ask; will there be an unusual one to occur 
shortly before Christ returns and the current Tetrad only signifies 
perhaps other world cataclysmic events? Will this Tetrad signify 
the time when the four winds of strife will be released as referred 
to in Rev. 7:1-3, which reads as follows? 

1 And after these things I saw four angels standing on the four 

corners of the earth, holding the four winds of the earth, that 

the wind should not blow on the earth, nor on the sea, nor on 

any tree. 2 And I saw another angel ascending from the east, 

having the seal of the living God: and he cried with a loud 

voice to the four angels, to whom it was given to hurt the earth 

and the sea, 3 Saying, Hurt not the earth, neither the sea, nor 

the trees, till we have sealed the servants of our God in their 
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foreheads.  

Other interesting observations is that Ezekiel 29:14,15 said that 
Egypt would be a base nation never to rise again as a leading 
world kingdom. On the other hand, the Jerusalem we see today is 
the 17th edition. It has suffered 40 major sieges, partly destroyed 
35 times and totally flattened 4 times, yet it still stands and will 
until the end of the age. 

Ezekiel 26:4-6 foretells that Tyre (Tyrus) would be totally 
destroyed and Isaiah 13:19-21 predicted the permanent 
destruction of Babylon.  

These prophecies have all been fulfilled. The only one of this kind 
remaining is for Damascus the capital of Syria to become a 
ruinous heap. (Isaiah 17:1). This begs the question, is this to be 
fulfilled in the foreseeable future? 

Curiously in 2008, 2009 and 2010 there were total eclipses of the 
sun and they all occurred on 1 Av of the Biblical calendar.  

 

Another interesting thought: there is a period of three weeks each 
year in the Biblical calendar that is regarded by the Jews as bad 
news and is known as the period of dire straits. It starts with the 
17th of Tammuz and ends the following month on the 9th of Av. On 
17 Tammuz was when they worshipped the golden calf and 
Moses broke the tablets of the law. On 9 Av was the day the 10 
spies returned with a negative report. (Numbers 13:32) 

 

All the following happened on the 9th of Av. (1) the day 
Nebuchadnezzar destroyed the temple in 586 BC, (2) the day the 
Romans destroyed the temple in 70 AD, (3) when in 1290 all the 
Jews were kicked out of England and (4) when in 1492 all the 
Jews were kicked out of Spain. World War I started on 9th of Av 
and Hitler’s proclamation to kill the Jews was on that date. The 
Israelis evacuated the Gaza Strip in 2005 on the 9th of Av; the 
land they despised 3 500 years earlier when the spies returned 
with the bad report. Although there was a Tetrad during the 
inquisition they did not fall on Feast days. 
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Another curious incident was when the comets Elenin and Honda 
flew by in 2011 coinciding with the last three of the seven Biblical 
feasts. Is God not perhaps saying if you do not believe My Word 
(the Bible), then I will give you heavenly signs to support my 
Word and if you still ignore them, you do so at your peril. 

People constantly remind us that no one knows the day or hour of 
Yahushua’s second coming. Yes not even the angels, only the 
Father, which implies He did not know either. (Mat. 24:36) 

 

I also share my comments hereto following, from pages 295/6 of 
“I Found Grace, Grace in Them Stones”  

  
Jesus could quite easily have obtained the information 

regarding the time of His second coming, but He chose 

not to. Again, considering the context in which He was 

asked the question by the disciples, Jesus was still trying 

to get across to them the purpose of His first coming, 

which they had not yet grasped, and now they wanted to 

know about His second appearing. It was easy for Him to 

effectively say: “Ask My Father, only He knows”. This is 

like a child or anyone for that matter who can’t grasp an 

idea and then wants answers to more complex issues. 

There is no point in discussing multiplication and division 

when someone can’t even add or subtract. 

The following premise may shed greater light on these 

verses. It appears that one school believes that the 

English translations do not accurately reflect the original 

Greek. They say that while: “concerning that day or the 

hour nobody knows” is a linguistically possible sense of 

the Greek, with the literal translation as: Concerning that 

day or the hour nobody has seen (known) 

 

Young's Literal Translation of the Bible does say ‘Nobody 

has known’.  The Greek word translated 'knows' 
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is oiden, the 3rd person singular perfect tense of eido, 

which means 'I see'. The perfect tense is used for 

completed actions in the past. So oiden literally means 

'he has seen'. 

 

No one has known, implies that while no one has known 

in the past, it is possible to know now. In other words no 

one knew up to the point that Jesus spoke, but (implied) 

He did. 

In Revelation 16:15 we read: “Behold I come as a thief. 

Blessed is he that watcheth and keepeth his garments, 

lest he walk naked and see his shame”. This was written 

in the context of Hebrew understanding that rejects the 

New Testament.  

You will find all truth in the Sanctuary. The Levites were 

appointed to maintain the Sanctuary and keep the lamps 

burning and be on guard. On occasions they would fall 

asleep on duty. The priests and the captain of the guard 

would do their rounds to check whether the guards were 

asleep. Should someone be found sleeping they would 

set his clothes on fire. He would wake up and strip 

himself and run naked through the Temple area. And you 

know what the captain of the guard was nicknamed?  

The thief in the night. Oh don’t you just love the Bible. 

With this background, I extend the rendering of my 

understanding on the second coming of Christ. 

1 Thessalonians 5:1-9 expands on this thought: “But of 

the times and the seasons, brethren, ye have no need 

that I write unto you. For yourselves know perfectly that 

the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night. For 

when they shall say, peace and safety; then sudden 
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destruction cometh upon them, as travail upon a woman 

with child; and they shall not escape. But, ye brethren 

are not in darkness, that that day should overtake 

you as a thief. Ye are all the children of light, and the 

children of the day: we are not of the night or darkness. 

Therefore let us not sleep, as do others; but let us watch 

and be sober”.  

Paul is saying that God’s vigilant children will not be 

caught unawares at the coming of Christ. There is no 

suggestion that the day or the hour will be known, but as 

with a mother in child who experiences the contractions 

as they draw closer together, the birth of the child is 

imminent. In like manner as natural disasters become 

more prevalent with shorter time spans in between, 

surely we should know according to Matthew 24 that 

Christ’s return is at the door. 

 

If we were to consider this much debated point in the light of the 
Biblical calendar, we might understand “the day and the hour, no 
one knoweth” phrase, more clearly. 

 

When the Sadducees were in control of the Biblical calendar they 
would look for the crescent moon to determine the day of a new 
month. In like manner the Muslims only determine the beginning 
of the month and end of Ramadan a day before, because they 

have to visibly see the crescent (hilal) that marks the beginning 
of their month of fasting. If one sees the hilal at night, the next 
day is the first day of Ramadan and thus the first day of 
fasting.  

These thoughts then bring us into another awareness of what 
is meant by: the day and hour of Christ’s return no one knows.  

To have sight of the sliver of a crescent moon after a new 
moon, determines the beginning of a new month. The feasts 
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are also determined by a lunar phase. Those who are 
focussed on these heavenly signs could just possibly be the 
privileged ones to know the day of His coming. 

People, who make pejorative remarks against those who seek a 
time for the second coming, might just be short of oil in their 
lamps. Some sadly don’t even have lamps. Such persons cry wolf 
and when it really happens they could be unprepared and 
accordingly lost.  

Personally I see the second coming as a long awaited holiday. 
With this thought in mind; when we plan a holiday we book the 
venue and pay the deposit. This happens through our baptism. As 
the time draws near we start servicing our vehicle and checking 
the tyres. At the very last we make sure of the food to take with, 
our wearing apparel, sun protection etc. This symbolizes the time 
we hone our relationship with Yahushua.  

If by some misfortune we receive a message to say that the 
holiday venue has been destroyed, we have to cancel our holiday. 
On the other hand if we did not book but pitched up at the venue 
what would be the outcome? We would be refused entry.   

What is better, to book for a holiday at predetermined time or 
arrive at a random date without preparation. When a soon 
announced second coming is proclaimed people become more 
prepared by doing intense Bible study, prayer and rushing out to 
proclaim the gospel. Too many think it is still y-e-a-r-s away. This 
idea that it is forbidden to speculate on the return of Christ 
emanates from The Great Disappointment of 1844 when 
thousands upon thousands thought Christ was to return to 
cleanse the Sanctuary. When He did not appear, further study 
revealed that it was the Heavenly Sanctuary that was cleansed 
and that it was not referring to this earth. People are so scared of 
another false alarm, but being over cautious could also lead to the 
unnecessary loss of souls.  

The earth was somewhat cleansed as well. Those who remained 
faithful after the disappointment were “cleansed” from those who 
left the faith. This reminds me of the story of a couple of 
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“terrorists” who entered a church and asked if anyone would take 
a bullet for Christ and if not, they should leave. Once having left, 
the “terrorists” removed their balaclavas and said to the pastor 
and those who stood their ground: Now that the hypocrites have 
left let us get on with the service.   

How often do we leave things to the last, like preparing for an 
exam or submitting our tax forms? If the exam or tax submission 
date is postponed we have done our preparation, on the other 
hand if we miss the cutoff date without preparation we are 
doomed. 

I want to come back for a moment to the 1844 disappointment. 
There were initially before 1844 two groups of Christians; those 
who were becoming excited about the soon coming of Christ 
leading up to 1844 and those who rejected the idea. After the 
disappointment many left the faith forming a third group and only a 
core of mainly Methodists and Baptists remained who had 
identified the sanctuary service as a vital facet which portrays the 
typical plan of salvation in Jesus. These folk were immensely 
blessed because they were the ones to whom the Sabbath truth 
was later revealed that brought about the founding of the Seventh 
- Day Adventist movement in 1863. 

As an illustrative exercise, I want to define these three groups of 
Christians. The ones that were indifferent to the 2300 day 
prophecy that ended in 1844, I see as having no lamps, because 
the ten virgins all looked forward to the return of the Groom and 
these people did not. The ones who became discouraged when 
Jesus did not appear had insufficient oil in their lamps and the 
ones that continued faithfully had sufficient oil and were rewarded 
with additional light in the revelation of the Sabbath. 

Could we use the same thoughts for our current day? Those who 
reject the feasts might not have sufficient oil in their lamps, 
because they are also looking forward to the return of Christ, and 
those who believe in the feasts have sufficient oil to take them 
through to additional light to follow and could that just be the 
Lunar-solar reckoning? Yah will never give His people more light if 
they have not embraced the light they have already been given.  
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The ones who rejected the 1844 prophecy and those who became 
disillusioned to the point where they left the faith, were not given 
further new light, which brings me to the point that if the non-feast-
keepers reject the feasts, will Yah give them further new light? In 
contemplation of these thoughts, are we then convinced enough 
to believe that there is no salvific significance in the feasts? 

Perhaps those who ridicule the ones who set dates or parameters 
for the return of the Messiah may be undermining their own walk 
with Jesus. Should time pass the date or parameter they set and 
they do not become disillusioned and still carry on with zeal their 
claim of His imminent return and may even reset dates, I say 
bless them, because their lamps have sufficient oil. If we are not 
getting excited about Yahushua’s return then we ought to check 
the oil in our lamps. Do you have an abundance of the Ruach Ha-
Quodesh (Holy Spirit) in your lamp? 
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  Conclusion 

Since the stoning of Stephen in 34 AD when the gospel was 

taken to the Gentiles by the disciples and more specifically Paul, it 
has been believed by many Christian groups and no less by 
Adventists that Yahuwah had abandoned His chosen people for 
rejecting Him.  

There are enough prophesies in the Old Testament and some 
implied ones in the New Testament and the Blood Moons and 
solar eclipses that paint a different picture. The latter Testament 
refers to the grafted into Israel that Christians generally believe 
refers to them and no longer the Jews. The following texts in 
Romans 11 describe Christians as being grafted into the Hebrew 
stock. We can of course see the double application in that it also 
applies possibly more specifically to our being grafted into Christ, 
but for the purpose of this application it is in connection with us 
being grafted into Israel.    

 1 I say then, Hath God cast away his people? God forbid. 
For I also am an Israelite, of the seed of Abraham, of the 
tribe of Benjamin. 2 God hath not cast away his people 
which he foreknew. Wot ye not what the scripture saith of 
Elias? how he maketh intercession to God against Israel 
……..,        

18. Boast not against the branches. But if thou boast, thou 
bearest not the root, but the root thee. 19. Thou wilt say 
then, The branches were broken off, that I might be graffed 
in. 20. Well; because of unbelief they were broken off, and 
thou standest by faith. Be not highminded, but fear:  21.   

For if God spared not the natural branches, take heed lest 
he also spare not thee. 22. Behold therefore the goodness 
and severity of God: on them which fell, severity; but toward 
thee, goodness, if thou continue in his goodness: otherwise 

 

Eleven 
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thou also shalt be cut off. 23. And they also, if they abide 
not still in unbelief, shall be graffed in: for God is able to 
graff them in again. 24. For if thou wert cut out of the olive 
tree which is wild by nature, and wert graffed contrary to 
nature into a good olive tree: how much more shall these, 
which be the natural branches, be graffed into their own 
olive tree? 25. For I would not, brethren, that ye should be 
ignorant of this mystery, lest ye should be wise in your own 
conceits; that blindness in part is happened to Israel, until 
the fullness of the Gentiles be come in. 

It is quite obvious that inasmuch as many Christians may think 
they are now the spiritual Israel and that literal Israel no longer 
has a part in the plan of salvation, they do err. With a conceited 
attitude like that – and I have seen it amongst Christians – they 
should heed the words above. The tail should realise the dog 
does the wagging.  

We are seeing that the Jews are in large numbers coming to 
accept Yahushua as the Messiah, thus they are being grafted 
back into the root.  

Anti-Semitism is well and prosperous as we have been seeing in 
the media of late in respect of the prevailing conflict in the Middle 
East. Many Christians are vocal about their animosity towards the 
Jews and no less amongst certain Adventists.  

In the Holocaust Museum in Jerusalem there is a sign that says:  
“Jews are not welcome in this church”.  I am embarrassed to say 
that it was placed in front of an Adventist Church in Germany 
during World War ll, when the Nazis were rounding the Jews up 
for extermination. Because Adventists worship on the Sabbath 
they did not want to be seen as Jews and suffer the same fate. 
Let us not be in judgment; I am sure that most people would have 
done the same to avoid the gas chamber. 

Because of the inherent disdain towards the Jews amongst some 
Christians, the very thought of keeping the feasts which is seen by 
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most as Jewish, is repulsive. Speaking to religiously inclined 
people, I have sensed that there is the concern that when one 
keeps the feasts one is expected to follow all the traditions and 
the oral law of the Jews. Far be it to be the case. The Seventh-
Day Adventist movement is the most widely spread Christian 
denomination on earth and has taken the command of Mat.28:19, 
20 seriously by having a footprint in 186 of the 193 registered 
nations of the United Nations. In and amongst these nations are 
some very traditionally dedicated people with a strong ethnic 
identity? In no way are they discouraged from practising their 
traditions and encouraged to follow the dominant Western first 
world culture of the denomination, except when such traditions are 
in conflict with Biblical teachings. 

With Adventism being blessed as they are with a unique message 
that entails the Sanctuary Service that is the blue print of the plan 
of salvation vested in the sacrifice of Yahushua HaMashiach, it 
may have erred by not possibly taking this to its next level; that of 
the feasts.   

I append the following comments for consideration. 

 This is not about churchianity or denominationalism, but 
about the truth. If the Adventists should deviate from the 
truth, then I would be concerned and as a result would look 
elsewhere. Should they decide to raise their flag and say no 
further by shutting out new light, God could take the vision 
and give it to others. Sadly there is already this spirit of 
exclusiveness that has entered the hearts of some 
members and congregations; an attitude which has by and 
large affected all denominations throughout history, who 
have resisted new light. Because man is by nature a sinful 
creature that dislikes change and wants to remain in his 
comfort zone; we can expect this to happen. (“I found 
Grace, Grace In Them Stones” page 153/154 by the same 
author”)  

 

Ever since the Protestant Reformation the Christian faith has 
continued to develop, dismantling pagan practices and traditions 
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that were adopted by Catholicism. Yahuwah saw fit to allow the 
corrections to take place over 500 years, for it would have been 
too much to absorb had it all happened at the time of Martin 
Luther. 

Every aspect of new light in the progression of Christianity caused 
much resistance to such an extent where those who were 
introducing new light suffered ridicule and persecution. Because 
of ostracisation and persecution as a rule, every introduction of 
new light spawned the start of a new denomination. 

At each point when new light was introduced the denomination 
that developed therefrom would figuratively raise their flag and 
say: No further, with the thought that no further light would ever be 
presented and almost every time new light is brought to bear a 
new denomination is formed and they raise their flag and say: No 
further.  

The question is now posed: Is feast-keeping new light or is it just a 
fad? As Gamaliel said as recorded in Acts 5:39: 

 38. And now I say unto you, Refrain from these men, and let 
them alone: for if this counsel or this work be of men, it will 
come to nought: 39.  But if it be of God, ye cannot overthrow it; 
lest haply ye be found even to fight against God.  

  

The upsetting part that is without exception is when those who 
disagree with new light persecute the new-light-bearers. Never do 
the ones promoting new light ever persecute in reverse. In other 
words in this case the feast-keepers will never persecute the non-
feast-keepers.  

Persecution as far back as the Reformation was quite rife. When 
Protestants weren’t warring with Rome they killed each other by 
the thousands. It has been said that Luther at one point urged that 
the state “smite, slay and stab, secretly or openly ……as if among 
bad dogs” peasants who had revolted. Calvin burnt his heretics 
and Zwingli drowned his.    
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The litmus test for truth is that those who have truth will be 
persecuted by those who no longer have truth or only partial truth, 
or have not kept up with new light. 

The dominant problem is that those who reject new light adopt a 
position of: we raised our flag and said: no further, do not disturb 
us out of our comfort zone. This has manifested itself as shared in 
Chapter VIII. Their knowledge is generally poor on the subject and 
they promote their standpoint from a tradition based position, 
whereas new-light-bearers have had to study with prayer and 
dedication the subject in dispute, in order to convince themselves 
that what they have accepted and proclaim, is in fact new 
mandatory light for them. 

As discussed before: Is it of salvific importance to keep the 
feasts? We know that keeping the law cannot save us; only by 
faith in the merits of Yahushua’s sacrifice are we saved. The well-
known cliché says: we should develop a relationship with Jesus. 
The rich young ruler was told by Yahushua to keep the 
commandments in order to receive eternal life. He was not told to 
have a relationship with Him. As we have read; keeping the 
commandments cannot save us, however by not keeping them 
will have us lose eternal life. (Mat. 19:16, 17). Noah was not 
saved by grace but by obedience. Yes, notwithstanding, having a 
relationship with Yahushua is the core ingredient to salvation. 

Some proclaimed Christians and possibly most, live a life whereby 
they just want to keep as little of the commandments for them to 
be able to sneak into Heaven: more than that is too much effort. 
So, as stated in Chapter 8, is keeping the feasts which are part of 
the Torah law, of salvific value or not? That is a question that each 
of us will have to answer for him/herself. I will rue judgment day 
should I be told that because I erred in only one commandment 
not even a whole section such as the feast days that I am 
excluded from Heaven. (James 2:10). Adventists stop preaching 
the law when you don’t keep it yourself. 
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With each step of truth being revealed and restored to Christ’s 
church over the last 500 years, I believe that each denomination 
that has contributed to the re-establishing of lost truth and that 
have raised their flags of: “So far and no further”, have reached 
their sell-by-date. Now don’t misunderstand me, I am not in the 
least suggesting that those denominations are not doing God’s 
work and winning souls. Allow me to flesh this thought out. 

In our household we often use foodstuffs that are beyond their 
sell-by-date and they are still completely usable. When we buy 
something with a warranty it does not just pack up on the following 
day of the expiration of the warranty - although I must say that it 
has almost happened to me. On the other hand we have used 
things – motor vehicles and appliances as an example – that have 
exceeded their warranty date by far. Perhaps we could say that 
once we have reached three score and ten, sell-by-date has 
come. Despite that thought, I am, praise to Yah, still going strong. 

There will be a time when probation will close for mankind shortly 
after the Sunday laws have been enforced in America, by which 
all new light will have been discovered. I believe that each 
denomination that has raised its “No further flag” reached its close 
of probation for the message up to that point of new truth being 
revealed to it, and the baton was handed to the next 
denomination. In a 400 metre race there are four sprinters of 
which three will hand the baton over to the next runner. When a 
runner has finished his stretch of the race he has reached his sell-
by-date for that race. Did he contribute to the success of the race? 
He has most certainly, and he will also stand on the winner’s 
podium. Every denomination still plays its part, although it may not 
be current in present truth in the message that it proclaims.  

My belief is that each denomination reaches its sell-by-date when 
it rejects new light. When Martin Luther received the light of 
righteousness by faith, truth began to grow with other theologians 
adding to that. When John Wesley added a simple childlike 
dimension to the growing truths of the Bible he was persecuted by 
the Anglicans and others before. When the Baptists brought back 
adult baptism, they were persecuted by the former light bearers. 
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When the Seventh-Day Baptists taught the truth about the 
Sabbath, they were persecuted by all the denominations that 
previously brought new light and so on.    

I also believe that probation closed on Protestantism in 1844 
when the Sanctuary Service was rediscovered as a lost truth so 
vital in understanding the plan of salvation that was rejected. I will 
be bold as to say; it is also my belief that probation closed on the 
Seventh - Day Adventist message in 1888 when they rejected the 
feasts. 

Adventism rightly believe as with all denominations before them, 
that they have been called by God for a special purpose and carry 
the label as God’s remnant, but tragically they have believed that 
they carry the baton to the winning post and ignore the fact that 
there may be more than 4 runners in this 400 metre medley to 
eternity, or the race has been longer than expected and that the 
baton has still to pass to others before the close of time. 

In order to further magnify these thoughts; the Master often used 
parables representing examples in everyday life, where 
agriculture and fishing were the predominant source of His stories. 
I will similarly use that with which we all can identify. 

When I was a child in the 1950s we rode in cars that had three 
forward gears, which were termed: low, second and top gears. 
Somewhere during the 1960s they began to add a fourth gear to 
cars and today I drive one with five forward gears and there are 
some now with six. With time they could add more gears as “new 
light” is discovered. 

I liken the early reformers as to having one or two gears and as 
new light was brought in, an additional gear was added. With 
many denominations who have not embraced new light, I see 
them still with only one, two or three gears. Adventists, I see as 
operating on four gears, merely because they were of the last to 
add new light that now refuse to acknowledge that it is time to 
change to fifth gear. At times Christians are in neutral where their 

Conclusion 

Conclusion 
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churches have not grown, bar through family growth without new 
proselytes. 

Some denominations drive automatics and will accept any whim 
of doctrine that is without Scriptural support. When some 
denominations are confronted with new light which they resist, 
they slam their gearboxes into reverse as if retreating from a bull 
elephant coming towards them in a game park.   

Another analogy is that of riding the horse named Faith which 
runs on a track called commandments. Some Christians ride on 
the track whereas others, who choose erroneously to believe that 
the law was done away with at the cross, ride their horse 
aimlessly off the beaten track even without a bridle to guide the 
horse. 

Of course, whether you are driving in first, second or third gear, 
you will still reach your destination, but at what cost? You will 
need more fuel (Holy Spirit) to advance forward. Why use the 
Ruach Ha-Quodesh’s power fruitlessly?  

In Rev. 18:4 Yah is calling His people out of Babylon: this of 
course refers to the religious confusion that came out of Babylon. 
He is speaking to all people from all religions. Adventists tend to 
believe that they have come out of Babylon and that Yahushua is 
referring to the rest of the world as being in Babylon. In this they 
err, for many in the faith are themselves in Babylon for they are 
luke warm. The reason why they believe this is that they fit the 
description of Rev. 12:17 which reads as follows.  

 

 

Rev 12:17. And the dragon was wroth with the woman, and 
went to make war with the remnant of her seed, which keep 
the commandments of God, and have the testimony of 
Jesus Christ. 

 

The testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy. (Rev.19:10). 
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Adventism claims to be the remnant of her seed. To a point that 
may be true but in context they are actually the seed; the remnant 
is those from all denominations and religions who take over the 
driver’s seat and move into fifth gear, which means they embrace 
all past truth and accept new light as well. Yahuwah has had His 
remnant people throughout history from Abel.  

Another form of operating in reverse is when doctrines are subtly 
slackened over periods of time. I will only use two examples 
amongst numerous that I have noticed over the years. In 1874 
when the Adventist movement was only 11 years old the 
baptismal candidate’s vow on tithing was to support God’s work. 
In 1931 it was changed to supporting the “world-wide work of the 
church” and in 1990, it was changed to “the church”. To the 
enquiring mind this could mean the pastor’s pocket. Another one 
is the belief in the Spirit of Prophecy as understood to be the 
writings of Ellen G White, now baptismal candidates only attest to 
Bible and spirit of prophecy. This could mean Nostradamus – who 
cares?    

With the introduction of the feasts, I don’t only see Adventists to 
be in fourth gear but many have moved into persecution mode of 
reverse gear.  

Is there a possibility that a sixth gear through the introduction of 
the Lunar-solar calendar is awaiting us? Should this be the case, 
perhaps feast-keepers may also move into reverse gear, by 
choosing to ostracize the Lunar-solar calendar keepers who are 
generally feast-keepers initially. I don’t believe that you can be a 
Lunar-solar follower if you have not first become a feast-keeper. 
Will history repeat itself in the excommunication of Christians by 
Christians? I believe so: it is happening now; why should history 
having repeated itself so often up to this point not continue into 
the future?  

Mark Twain put it differently: History does not repeat itself but it 
does rhyme.  

Conclusion 
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As mentioned before, there are those who say Adventists are 
inconsistent because they keep Sabbath but not the feasts, 
although Leviticus 23 clearly states that it is the first feast, which is 
weekly. Will that same accusing finger be pointed to feast-keepers 
who reject the Lunar-solar calendation, yet they apply that same 
calendar to regulate the feast days?  Not to even mention the 
Millerites, who figured out the 1844 cleansing of the Sanctuary, by 
using the Lunar-solar calendar.  

We may reject Yahuwah’s feasts and no-one is going to disturb 
our doctrinal equilibrium, but I implore you that if you reject them, 
please, please do not replace them with the devil’s pagan days 
such as Christmas, Valentine’s Day, Easter etc. You may just 
attract the wrath of God. This would be like relegating the 
Passover Lamb to the Easter bunny: an abhorrent thought. 

“When a man is honestly mistaken hears the truth, he will either 
quit being mistaken or cease being honest”. (Attorney Richard 
Humpal).     
 
It is said that truth hurts. It is not truth that hurts, but the process 
of change that is to be made in order to follow truth that hurts. We 
are so settled in our potato couched religious slothfulness that we 
find it uncomfortable to merely rise from our comatose condition.  
 
It is also said that practise makes perfect. If we practise a wrong 
golf swing or have a batting stroke that amongst our repertoire of 
shots is detrimental to our game, we don’t perfect it, we make it 
permanent. Unless we can correct an error in our religious belief 
we may be harbouring spiritual failure. 
 
How do I see things developing spiritually going forward to the 
ultimate welcoming of our Saviour and Redeemer Yahushua 
HaMashiach?  

I believe more and more honest truth searching people will spend 
more time in the Word because of deteriorating world conditions, 
in order to find solutions. In doing so, many will be convicted of 
truths that have been lying in the dust. Truths like the Sabbath, 
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the state of the dead, the Sanctuary Service, feast days and 
Lunar-solar Calendation (possibly), will impact more and more on 
society, which will draw increased persecution.  

I know it is difficult to imagine keeping a floating Sabbath which 
does not make sense to the rational mind, but our ways are not 
Yah’s ways. I believe the possibility that a time will come in the 
foreseeable future when those who have lost their jobs and 
businesses, since they can no longer buy or sell, by having 
rejected the enforced Sunday - Mark of the Beast law; will then be 
able to observe the true Sabbath. Until then, many Nicodemuses 
and Josephs of Arimathaea will remain underground. 

Peer pressure will always be a challenge in wanting to make 
changes. People by nature generally want to be people pleasers. 
Bill Cosby once said that he does not know what success is, but 
he knows what it is to fail and that is to try and please everyone. 

Should Christians celebrate these Levitical feast days of Israel 
today? Whether or not a Christian celebrates Yah’s feast days 
would be a matter of conscience for the individual Christian. 
Colossians 2:16-17 tells us, “Therefore do not let anyone judge 
you by what you eat or drink, or with regard to a religious festival, 
a New Moon celebration or a Sabbath day. These are a shadow 
of the things that were to come: the reality however, is found in 
Christ.” Christians are not bound to observe the Jewish feasts the 
way an Old Testament Hebrew was, but we should not criticize 
another believer who does or does not observe these special days 
and feasts (Romans 14:5).  

My prayer is that we will allow the Ruach Ha-Qodesh to convict us 
of all truth and that on judgment day we will not be found wanting, 
only to be told that we have been excluded from Heaven just 
because we obstinately refused to follow ALL of Yahuwah’s 
commandments, statutes and judgments, but instead continued to 
break them in defiant disobedience. Breaking just one of the 
commandments, could seal our fate.  

Are we going to wait until judgment day to realise that our 
salvation was dependent on all of God’s commandments? The 

Conclusion 
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measure of our eagerness to be in Heaven is reflected in our 
obedience to His commandments.  

Before I close, I do have a concern with the information herein 
contained. I pray that what I have shared will not become a 
reason for discouragement for some who are not sufficiently 
grounded in their faith, especially since they have now received 
knowledge of the Lunar-solar reckoning.  I do not want to be held 
accountable for confusion to set in where people who might err in 
breaking the Sabbath, feel that “so what, it’s not the true Sabbath” 
and in doing so become complacent in their Sabbath keeping. My 
counsel is that you continue to keep the Saturday Sabbath holy 
until the Holy Spirit impresses upon your heart to follow Yahushua 
and keep the day He kept.   
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Desire of Ages Pages 447 & 448 as referenced from Chapter VII page 98 

 
Three times a year the Jews were required to assemble at Jerusalem for religious 

purposes. Enshrouded in the pillar of cloud, Israel’s invisible Leader had given the 
directions in regard to these gatherings. During the captivity of the Jews, they could 
not be observed; but when the people were restored to their own land, the 
observance of these memorials was once more begun. It was God’s design that these 
anniversaries should call Him to the minds of the people. But with few exceptions, the 
priests and leaders of the nation had lost sight of this purpose. He who had ordained 
these national assemblies and understood their significance witnessed their 
perversion. 

The Feast of Tabernacles was the closing gathering of the year. It was God’s 
design that at this time the people should reflect on His goodness and mercy. The 
whole land had been under His guidance, receiving His blessing. Day and night His 
watchcare had continued. The sun and rain had caused the earth to produce her 
fruits. From the valleys and plains of Palestine the harvest had been gathered. The 
olive berries had been picked, and the precious oil stored in bottles. The palm had 
yielded her store. The purple clusters of the vine had been trodden in the wine press. 
 

The feast continued for seven days and for its celebration the inhabitants of 
Palestine, with many from other lands, left their homes, and came to Jerusalem. From 
far and near the people came, bringing in their hands a token of rejoicing. Old and 
young, rich and poor, all brought some gift as a tribute of thanksgiving to Him who 
had crowned the year with His goodness, and made His paths drop fatness. 
Everything that could please the eye, and give expression to the universal joy, was 
brought from the woods; the city bore the appearance of a beautiful forest. 

This feast was not only the harvest thanksgiving, but the memorial of God’s 
protecting care over Israel in the wilderness. In commemoration of their tent life, the 
Israelites during the feast dwelt in booths or tabernacles of green boughs. These 
were erected in the streets, in the courts of the temple, or on the housetops. The hills 
and valleys surrounding Jerusalem were also dotted with these leafy dwellings, and 
seemed to be alive with people. 

With sacred song and thanksgiving the worshipers celebrated this occasion. A little 
before the feast was the Day of Atonement, when, after confession of their sins, the 
people were declared to be at peace with Heaven. Thus the way was prepared for the 
rejoicing of the feast. “O give thanks unto the Lord; for He is good: for His mercy 
endureth forever” (Psalm 106:1) rose triumphantly, while all kinds of music, mingled 
with shouts of hosanna, accompanied the united singing. The temple was the centre 
of the universal joy. Here was the pomp of the sacrificial ceremonies. Here, ranged on 
either side of the white marble steps of the sacred building, the choir of Levites led 
the service of song. The multitude of worshipers, waving their branches of palm and 
myrtle, took up the strain, and echoed the chorus; and again the melody was caught 
up by voices near and far off, till the encircling hills were vocal with praise. 

At night the temple and its court blazed with artificial light. The music, the waving 
of palm branches, the glad hosannas, the great concourse of people, over whom the 
light streamed from the hanging lamps, the array of the priests, and the majesty of the 
ceremonies, combined to make a scene that deeply impressed the beholders. But the 
most impressive ceremony of the feast, one that called forth greatest rejoicing, was 
one commemorating an event in the wilderness sojourn. 

 

ENDNOTE 
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The official position of the Seventh-Day Adventist Church is soundly 
stated below, yet few are aware of this, and it is not widely published 
by the denomination. If it were, it would avoid all the contemptuous 
treatment suffered by many feast-keepers.  
 

Consensus Statement 

Voted at the 

World Jewish Adventist Advisory 

15-18 August 2008 

Buenos Aires, Argentina 

The World Jewish Adventist Advisory, held in Buenos Aires on August 18, 2008 has 

accepted to endorse the issue statement voted by the NAD Jewish Advisory on August 

6, 2008 called 

THE SEVENTH DAY ADVENTIST CHURCH 

REFLECTS ON THE 

SPIRITUAL SIGNIFICANCE OF BIBLICAL FEASTS 

 

As Jews have joined the Seventh-day Adventist Church, many have felt the need to 

establish congregations around the world that follow the Adventist doctrinal teachings, 

while worshiping according to Jewish liturgy. These congregations mark Biblical 

holidays with special events, selectively incorporating elements of Jewish tradition and 

culture. 

 

The World Jewish Adventist Advisory has come to understand that the celebration of 

traditional Jewish holidays and feasts as a legitimate form of contextualization in 

reaching out to the Jewish people. However, we do not understand such practices to 

constitute literal observance of Levitical rituals. 

 

Further we understand that the literal continuation of the ceremonial sacrifices would 

constitute a denial of the Messiah, Yeshua, and his salvific fulfilment of those rituals. 

The festivals and fasts today serve an important and instructional function in light of His 

sacrifice. 

 

Accordingly, we do not believe or teach that observance of any of the Jewish customs, 

traditions, and practices associated with the annual feasts are obligatory. We recognize 

that all the feasts find their ultimate meaning and purpose in the ministry of the Messiah. 

We do not teach that those who engage in secular labour on the annual feasts and fasts 

are transgressors. Neither do we believe that the annual feasts and fasts have equal 

Biblical standing with the weekly Sabbath. 

 

On the other hand, we do not believe that it is necessary for Jews to relinquish either their 

identity as Jews, or their spiritual and cultural traditions, if they affiliate the Seventh-day 

Adventist Church. 

 

Marking biblical feasts and fasts present an opportunity for Seventh-day Adventists, Jews 

and non-Jews alike, to experience the key biblical narratives. Marking these key events 

helps the participants to personally identify with the plan of salvation. Engaging the 

ANNEXURE I 
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biblical feasts enriches Adventist spiritual formation with holistic worship and liturgical 

symbolism. It engages the body as well as the mind in true worship. By marking the 

annual feasts we experience the rhythms of joy as we remember what God has done and 

what He has promised to do for His children. 

 

Jewish Outreach Ministry 

Consensus Statement 

 

World Jewish-Adventist Advisory 

15-18 August, 2008 

Buenos Aires, Argentina 

 

As members of the World Jewish-Adventist Advisory held in Buenos Aires, 15-18 

August 2008 we fully accept and give our assent to the consensus statement voted 

at the Adventist-Jewish Friendship Conference, meeting in Jerusalem, Israel, 6-12 

February, 2006. 

 

1. We affirm the words of the prophet Isaiah, taken as the title of this conference, 

intending them to express our positive attitude towards the Jewish people, 

acknowledging the need for healing in our relationship, and affirming our conviction that 

they occupy a unique place in God’s purposes. 

 

 2. We as Seventh-day Adventists have much for which to repent in how we have related 

to Jews. Anti-Judaism and even anti-Semitism, rather than true brotherhood and 

acknowledgment of commonly held spiritual truths, have too often characterized our 

relationships. For this we ask forgiveness from those Jews affected by our actions.  

 

3. We have been reminded at this conference of the richness of our Jewish heritage in 

areas as diverse as lifestyle, Sabbath, worship and common hope, to name but a few. We 

have much more to learn from Judaism about how to deepen our faith and become better 

Seventh-day Adventists. 

 

4. We affirm our common heritage with Judaism, acknowledge our indebtedness to 

it, and aspire to relate to Jews in love and openness. 

 

5. We affirm that among Christians, Seventh-day Adventists have a unique relationship 

to the Jewish people. We share common truths, such as the significance of the Hebrew 

Scriptures for our spiritual nurture, and of biblical law for our ethical instruction. In 

particular we note the significance of the Sabbath for both groups. Further, our unique 

relationship is grounded in the conviction that the Jews occupy an unparalleled place in 

the divine-human relationship, a point affirmed by the New Testament in its referring to 

them as ‘His people’ (e.g. Romans 11:1-2). 

 

6. We wish to encourage the world-wide Seventh-day Adventist Church to explore the 

exegetical and theological foundations for the relationship between Christianity in 

general and Adventism in particular on the one hand, and Judaism on the other. This 

should be done in depth, as a matter of urgency, and in a spirit of unity. In particular, to 

address the traditional Adventist interpretation of Daniel 9:24-27; to study 
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comprehensively Ellen White’s statements concerning the place and role of Israel in 

God’s salvation-history; and to investigate the potential impact of the Holocaust on 

Adventist biblical hermeneutics. Further, to investigate with an attitude of openness, how 

such study might influence future formulations of the Adventist relationship to Judaism. 

 

7. We acknowledge that our aims cannot be achieved through theological discussion 

alone. Therefore, we wish to encourage initiatives that will enhance dialogue, friendship 

and mutual respect for each other’s traditions. 

 

8. We contemplate the future hoping for a willingness to learn from each other, 

anticipating a celebration of our common heritage, which will lead to our mutual 

spiritual enrichment, while honouring the God whom we both serve. 

 

Jewish Outreach Ministry 

Consensus Statement 

World Jewish Adventist Advisory 

7-11 May 2013, 

Kiev, Ukraine 

 

Reconciliation between “The Jewish people and the Seventh-day Adventist 

Church:” obstacles and recommendations: 

 

“Now all things are of God who has reconciled us to Himself through Jesus Christ, and 

has given us the ministry of reconciliation, that is, that God was in Christ reconciling the 

world to Himself, not imputing their trespasses to them, and has committed to us the 

word of reconciliation. Therefore we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God was 

pleading through us: we implore you on Christ’s behalf, be reconciled to God.” (2 

Corinthians 5:18-20) 

 

Introduction 

The Seventh-day Adventist Church is a prophetic movement, which seeks to call all 

people into a covenant relationship with God in preparation for Christ’s soon return. This 

includes the desire to live fully God’s love, in the words of Jesus “A new command I give 

you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. By this 

everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.” (John 13:34, 35) 

 

We as Seventh-day Adventists seek to respond to God’s call in demonstrating God’s love 

through word and deed. Because of God’s love, the Adventist church desires to be a 

reconciling community, and to advance the reconciliation God offers to us. As Adventists 

we want to be responsible with the commission to reconcile, and we seek to reconcile 

Christians and Jewish people. 

 

One of the hindrances to reconciliation has been theological misunderstandings that 

historic Christianity has promoted, which have aided in the development of anti-Semitic 

sentiment. Due to this historical fact, this document considers these historical issues as 

primary considerations in reconciliation between the Jewish people and Christianity. 

Considering the painful history of the Jewish people and Christianity from the fourth 

century to these days, in the perspective of the Seventh-day Adventist mission to the 
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Jews, it has become imperative to rethink our relationship with the Jewish people. As the 

fundamental premise, we affirm that this reconciliation should be rooted in and inspired 

by our relationship with God and His revelation. 

 

We shall address the main obstacles that impede this reconciliation, and then recommend 

ways for the implementation of this reconciliation. 

 

Obstacles 

 

1. Replacement Theology. This refers to the idea that Christianity has replaced Israel in 

terms of election (chosen people) and truth (Sunday replaced Sabbath, salvation replaced 

creation, New Testament replaced Old Testament, grace, replaced law, etc.).  

 

2. Misunderstanding the Covenant. This refers to the idea that Jews and Christians are 

under two separate covenants. In fact, they are under the same covenant that has been 

broadened (Daniel 9:27). 

 

3. Misinterpretation of Daniel 9:24. This refers to the suggestion that the Jewish people 

have been, “determined to finish the transgression … and to anoint the Most Holy” 

implying that they have failed and therefore had to be replaced by a new chosen people; 

when all the actions actually described in the verbs of the text refer only to the 

redemptive ministry of the Messiah. 

 

4. Anti-Semitism 

• Theological - the three above obstacles contribute to Anti-Semitism. 

• Psychological - stereotypes about Jews such as; they are rich and love money; are (too)     

intelligent and they control the media, banks, movie industry, etc. 

• Renewed forms of anti-Semitism. 

 

Recommendations 

Re-establish relationships that have been broken or strained throughout centuries, for that 

purpose we recommend: 

 

1. That we implement the work of reconciliation in our lives and in the development of 

our personal relationship with Jewish people. 

 

2. That all the above perspectives (especially about Replacement Theology, 

misunderstanding the Covenant, Misinterpretation of Daniel 9:24 and Anti-Semitism), be 

considered and shared with the Seventh-day Adventist Church members and become an 

inherent part of our communication of the prophetic word. 

 

3. That we encourage our instructors at all levels, including university and seminary 

professors, our pastors and evangelists by sharing information about the historical and 

theological challenges implied in these issues. 
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Jewish Outreach Ministry 

 

4. That the leaders of the World Jewish Adventist Friendship Centre conduct a 

consultation with members of the Biblical Research Institute to consider the topics 

discussed in this form. 

 

5. That we explore the possibility of having these perspectives be integrated in our 

publications such as Sabbath School quarterlies, books, journals, and articles in dialogue 

with publishers and editors. 

 

Conclusion 

It is our prayer that God grants us a reconciling heart. 
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As I was concluding the book, I had a very spiritually upsetting 
experience that in view of what happened as narrated in Chapter VIII; I 
regarded this that I wish to share to be of significance in the context of 
feast-keeping debate. It will merely confirm a previous statement that the 
church in our Conference at least, is pugnaciously opposed to any 
thought of feast-keeping and appear to be on a witch-hunt to eradicate 
feast-keepers. They don’t even know what the church’s standpoint is. 
 
I was requested to preach at another congregation on Sabbath 27 June 
2015, a short distance away from our church, which was mentioned to 
my Adult Sabbath School Bible study class. As the second bell rang, I 
proceeded to the door where our new pastor M P who had sat in my 
class, accosted me and asked why I had not told him that I was 
preaching at that church which also fell under his jurisdiction. I told him 
that it was not my duty to inform him where I preach; that is the duty of 
the head elder of the church which extends the invitation to the preacher.  
 
I want to state that pastor M P was out of the country for a few months 
and during his absence the head elders were placed in charge of running 
his respective churches and saw to the preaching rosters. When I 
mentioned this to the head elder at the church where I was to preach 
and where I also preached the previous month, he made a logical point 
by stating that he did not even know the pastor was back, so how was he 
to inform him. At that time he had already been back a fortnight, but had 
failed to tell this particular elder that he had returned.  
 
In order to discuss with pastor M P the matter concerning his 
confrontational attitude towards my preaching, it required meeting with 
him in his home, which was on Monday 29 June 2015. It is quite obvious 
that he had received instructions from a higher authority to prevent me 
from preaching. At the time I met him the head elder had just brought 
him back from town. This discussion included my request to address the 
church board about the fact that I was asked to preach over a year ago 
but it was blocked by an action from the previous pastor D D. Such 
actions are never taken without the board’s or more specifically the 
business meeting’s sanction, for which no reason was communicated to 
me. This incident took place long before I was even aware of the feasts, 
yet I was an adult Sabbath school teacher at this congregation for at 
least 9 months, when I was asked to preach which was then obstructed. 
This was more than 18 months ago. 
 
I stated that I took exception to the fact that he berated me for not telling 
him that I was preaching, for which he apologised. I then told him about 

ANNEXURE II 
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the head elder also not being pleased by him not informing him that he 
had returned. He said that the head deacon knew and he should have 
told the head elder. I pointed out that he had left the head elders in 
charge in his absence and the protocol would naturally be to contact 
them and not another church member. He retorted that I should not 
speak to him about protocol. I needless to say, had touched a sore point 
in which he was in denial. 
 
The head elder who drove him home was napping in his car whilst I was 
having this private conversation with the pastor. During the discussion, I 
raised the topic in confidence that I had written a book on feast-keeping, 
which I soon hope to publish, where I started off strongly opposed to the 
idea of feast-keeping, but nevertheless, through my in-depth research 
came to the conviction that I should observe them. I did not want him to 
hear this via a rumour; so to allay any fears that I might preach or teach 
the topic on feasts, since it is a sensitive issue, I categorically assured 
him that I had not, and would not. The evidence is that I had not, through 
neither my preaching, nor teaching in the present congregation over the 
period of 18 months. He couldn’t wait to share my feast-keeping with the 
head elder after I left and from this the attack on me was spawned. 
 
I asked him whether EG White ever wrote that there would be new light 
for God’s people and he emphatically denied that she did. The 
Wednesday evening of the board meeting, I handed him two pages that 
contained numerous quotes confirming that she had made those claims, 
of which many are in the body of this book. 
 
Before the board meeting commenced in the hall, where I was waiting to 
raise my query, he came to me to say that my request had been denied, 
because the current board members are not those that would have taken 
the action, which I needed to clear about my preaching. I then accepted 
the decision; confused. I thought to myself; but most of the current 
members were also members then, and there are minutes that they 
could refer back to. The thought then crossed my mind, was the decision 
that affected me, ever discussed at a board meeting or was it the 
previous pastor D D’s arbitrary decision?  
 
From there I walked through to the church to attend the prayer meeting 
which the pastor and board members did not, because they were still 
busy with the board meeting in which inter alia, they discussed my feast-
keeping, unbeknown to me. He had broken my trust. 
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At the following week’s prayer meeting I was handed a letter that I read 
at home stating that I had been suspended from preaching and teaching 
and was placed on probation for three months. What is astounding is 
that I was judged in absentia. Why could they not have applied the 
Mat.18 principle expressed by Jesus? I was at the board meeting where 
they could quite easily have called me in and shared their concerns. The 
pastor’s behaviour was devious and deceptive and most unchristlike, of 
which the board members were accomplices.  
 
In Roman Dutch law an accused has the right to face his accuser and I 
am sure this applies to all forms jurisprudence principles. It seems there 
is more justice in the pagan justice system than in the church. Jesus 
himself was judged in the presence of His accusers, although He chose 
to remain silent. Obviously for voting, I would have had to recuse myself 
or it could be a secret vote. 
 
Having placed me on a three month probation period without allowing 
me to perform in order to prove myself would be baffling even to a six 
year old. It is like offering a person a position with probation of three 
months, only to be told that they could only start the job in three months 
– quite absurd. After all I have served a “probationary” period of 18 
months - if you can call it that. It is like issuing me a red card before I am 
to play the game in fear of me possibly causing a foul that would 
jeopardize the side's performance. I was sent to stand in the corner 
without having committed an offense. I am also threatened with 
disfellowship. I’m in good company; Ellen White was kicked out of the 
Methodist church for attending a Christian gathering and the Adventists 
banished her to Australia. 
 
Some of the brethren were unhappy with the way I was treated and 
requested an audience with pastor M P. At this meeting he on several 
occasions held the church manual up and said we go by the church 
manual and dismissingly said to me that I have the letter; implying that I 
should just accept the decision. He adopted an extremely 
condescending attitude towards me which those present could attest to, 
when he referred to me as Langley this and Langley that, without even 
addressing me as brother Langley, bearing in mind I am probably more 
than 40 years his senior and an ordained elder of over 30 years. 
 
My opportunity to voice my grievance was partially heard at the Business 
meeting which was held on Sunday 19 July 2015 at which his mentor 
from the Conference was present. When I wanted to say something, 
pastor M P stated that I was not yet a member of the church and should 
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not have been allowed to be present. At that moment another member 
pointed out that the letter suspending me, clearly states that I was a 
member, which he the pastor had personally signed, of which a copy 
follows this annexure. You can never tell a fool until he opens his mouth 
and fools have said more intelligent things.  
 
I was nevertheless granted permission to talk. I commenced by relating a 
story where a member of ISIS recently detained a Christian who asked 
him whether he was a Muslim. He responded by saying that he was, to 
which his detainer retorted by asking him to quote something from the 
Quran. He replied by reciting John 3:16 and was then told he could go. 
Whilst leaving, his wife said: But you quoted the Bible, to which he 
admitted and then said that the ISIS man does not even know his Quran.  
 
I used this comparison by saying that despite pastor P M flashing the 
church manual around stating that they (him and the board) go by the 
manual, he does not even know his own manual. The church board does 
not have the mandate to discipline any member for whatever crime or 
offense he/she may have committed. Decisions of this kind can only be 
taken by the church business meeting: so much for knowing the church 
manual – a doleful state of affairs.  
 
I am curious whether the church or the Conference will be taking action 
against him and the board for the indiscretion they displayed and 
whether their decision to discipline me should be revoked or be ratified at 
the business meeting. If no action is taken by the Conference it will 
merely demonstrate its disregard for souls.  
 

I find comfort in our Master’s words as recorded in John 16:2.  

They shall put you out of the synagogues: yea, the time 
cometh, that whosoever killeth you will think that he doeth 
God service. 

I need to make it clear that although I have been treated censoriously, I 
counsel with those who see light in the importance of keeping the feasts 
who may consider leaving the denomination, to avoid persecution; not to 
do so. Although parts of the church may be run by ill equipped people 
with poor knowledge, it is not a reflection on God’s church as a whole, 
which is still the apple of His eye. Brethren stay on the ship although it 
might appear to be sinking. Peter left the ship and nearly drowned. Keep 
your eyes focussed on the soon coming Redeemer and accept all 
genuine new light still to come. 
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